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Ibrelile observed that infested hides cén transmit anthrax.
t'helr sterilization with boiling water. Other French derm:z(oltggir:tznazgihad
tional d.ermatoses described by them during thig period were: Potton dg
among x?l!k winders; Lespian, dermatitis caused by coal tar; Récourt ané C
d‘ermatltls caused by potassium bichromate. Bazin in 1862 published s cl
tion of the causes of occupational dermatitis. he

In Germany the outstanding contributors to the literature on océupatl

s,in 1043 there were close to 5000 cases reported. The reasons are the same
én-for Connecticut.

Shnservative estimates of an annual incidence of 30,000 cases of occupational
s in the United States are now known to fall far short of the actual num-
xaminations in factories show that, any time a survey is made, more
D r;_ ent (sometimes 10 to 15 per cent) of all the workers have occupational
Of 60 million workers this would give a conservative estimate of at

dermatoses during the nineteenth centur :
y were Casa i
Hebra, Eulenberg, and Hirt. ave, Schedel, Von;
Europea i is time i i :
industria]p n.leglslators about this f,un.e inaugurated compensation laws:fise T urt awards for occupational dermatoses approximates 100 million
e acc1d§nts, thgn for certain industrial diseases including derih
ter 1900 the interest in Europe concerning occupational dermatoses’ia
apd there were noted contributions to the literature by such eminent défm : i
gists as Blaschko, Jadassohn, Bloch, Mayer, Oppenheim, McLeod, Se s '_' j.Causes of Occupational Dermatoses and Their Classification
cival, and Prosser-White, ' daiee
et In ‘t;‘l,xe United States there was but little interest in occupational deria;

efore orld War I.. There were only a few scattered contributions b
Amerlcax-\ dermatologists, Hazen and Lane especially. : N‘y
) Durn?g and after World War I there was a great increase in industrig
;)I; the Unflted Sttates, resulting in more occupational dermatoses and tHibe:

came o i logi ibuti \ '
made by & f:;a nie;nmt,exgst (ti,o der}r;mtologlsts. Contributions to the literé ] ar I1, dermatitis from explosives ranked in frequency with those in
berger, st o as Gardner, Fordyce, Lane, Foerster, Downing, e &ilist, This, of course, ceased with the war.

U IH1928 the United Statss Public Hogith Beics - ey ) iefcourse of our studies in the various industries we have found the highest
study of occupati 0:;1(328?[?::: Pu%]_’c Health'Serv]ce.or ganized a sectiond iofsoccupational dermatoses among workers ‘engaged in the manufacture
Srently in the United Siay :}e:s. 1‘:,208 then interest in the gubje_ct has!ih he resins containing formaldehyde, such as the. phenol-formaldehyde
By 4 ; the li rat‘ure now abounds with new obit mong workers engaged.in the manufacture of chemicals and dyes.

compgnsgtxon laws are including occupational dermatoses#h
;:ﬁ;}:?::bf? dxsetas'es. At thi preslent time 'all states have laws under wi o A. PREDISPOSING CAUSES
r certain occupational d i Wi S i
. pational dermatoses may be obtained. : "" ) rnified cells of -the epidermis, the pigment, and the secretions of the
S constitute the defense of the skin against the -action of external irri- .

inost frequent cause of occupational dermatoses in the United States is
qjls and grease. This is not because these are more powerful skin irri-
&h other chemicals, but because more workers are exposed to their action
'Eﬁy other class of irritant chemicals. Practically all machine tools use
Y and lubricants. Next in etiologic frequency are the volatile solvents,
ants, and materials encountered in metal plating. 'With our entrance

|

II. Incidence

The records of state boards of heal . e 1tly strong acids and some solvents.

been showing a yearly increase in the ngnt;'}l;e?:} state °°mpen53tjlon boards [ tions of the skin, consisting principally of water, liquid waxes, and
This 5 |Argelythe-Tesult 6164 uoational Wesk 4 mﬁ:ﬁ:‘es olf1 o:.?pamon erOlAch s diluents to Water-soluble. skin irritants as.well as forming, a
of .report,ing.:(]a,w_s,",)-F‘drj‘inmnce, in 1988, the Conneftigut)., lolan_ . 3 a,{ﬁﬁ::f\g“égaiﬁst them. The plgment Oﬁﬁgiklfl; rﬁ‘iani‘ﬁf’ﬁﬁ'&?ﬁo protect
ported 386 cases of occupational dermatc;s es and non. ctompensat qgéiﬁn of light. The perspiration, however, sometimes 4ids the action
whereas in the month of Decemb e were reported by Yhy macerating the skin, and by dissolving solid. irri}ants.ax’fd thus

3 - er, 1943, alone there were reported i - . . : IV

cases;-and-during-all-of-1943:nea: i actually to come in contagt with the skin. .

300 reported by the compensation board shoﬁtizﬁ%ﬁ&tﬁer-ﬁ? ' ODERIREE-IT-the-8 ~the-ducts-of-glands and the-hair-fallicles, are the

occupational dermatitis sufficiently severe ’t o g € num‘l‘)‘e}- 1 K 3 Ibl@ioitions because through them irritant chemicals that do not affect the

or more is not increasing, but that physici cause absence from work ¢ I¥may penetrate the skin. Thinning of the cornified layer and breaks

treating., California in 1933 roported 1150 saces f;pfctcu;gatt}il:ﬁ':?sd ¢hras are oaused by wounds and lesions of skin-diseascs alsooffe
: : for external irritants. ' f




