CORRESPONDENGE

B, ¥, Moore R A Philad.elph:la N FE::TYC CPB: A

C. ¥, Gile AT Pitbsburgh DATE 5"2&‘“
ALLEGED LEAD POISORING CASK: OLX, VA. TERMINAL v
PIXE FITTER
MAY 18, X

Cc;nﬁrming owr telephome comversatiom this morning with m.
G. T Ryﬂ and ko ) Jo mth’

We ‘attach a report in duplicate and copies of correspondence
which we have prepared and sent to the Travelers comect~
ion with the alleged. lead poisoning case involving » & Con~
struction Department employee temporarily assigned to cleening tanks at
the Norfolk, Ta. Terminal. '

On ‘April 1lth, Nr. -assiste& by Mr. Robt, Alwine, Joseph
Schvartg, Gregory Kempton, A, Rutledge, L, Jamsg and 8, Wheat (the latter
of wvhom is no longer with Gulf and hig address wunknown) gtarted to clean
Tank #111, a 25,000 barrel tank containing Aviation Gasoline. This tamk
vasﬁnishedoaApril 1gth, and on April 20th, the sems crew started to
clean Tank #110, saeme sigze, and also containing Avietion Gagoline. Thig
tank was completed on April 28th and the same crew sterted to clean the slop
oil tank #1232, a 5,000 berrel tank, end were assigned to this work from May
lat to May 12th inclugive,

After finighing this work, to the best of owr kmowledge, L
showod no sigxs of lead poisoning or illness of any nature; however, he was
apparently not feeling up to par and, on Wednesday, iy 17th, ceme to
Philadelphia to his reeidence 1710 Wingohocking Bt., whers he was confined
vith what was thought to be the Grippe, being wmder the care of Dr. B. S
Seller, 7330 Opontz Ave,, Fhiladelphia. Late Sunday afternoon, May 2lst, he
becams more seriously 111 and Dr. Seller recommended that he be takem to the
Jewigh Hospital, Broad 8t., & Tabor Bd., Fhiladelphia, was immodiately
placedinanotxygmtentwhonhe arrived at the Jewigh ital and, from
vhat we undsrs“band, his ocondition was dlegnosed as Pneumonia.

the Tuesday afternoon he beczme delirious and completely out
of his mind and, as the Jewigh Hospital was not equipped to handle such
cases, he vas taken to the Philadelphis Goneral Hospital, 3hth St, & Ourie
Ave,, Philedelphia, where he remains at present, under the cars of Dr, Trumen
G. Schnabene, wvho bears an excellent reputation, and who is watching the case

very closely.
Thia morning, May 24th, MNr, R Wolff, Superintendent of Com-
struction, received a call from Mre. tating that ghe had just re-

ceived a call from the hospital informing her that in taking blood tests
traces of leed poisoning and they suggested that she contact Mr,
%loyer. We have beem unsble to learm the name of the imterms or
ave Mrs this informatiom.
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Thisﬁs the f£irst knowledge we had of any alleged lead poisoming
being the cause € his 1llness, and we immediately called Mr. G. T, Ryan and
Mr, H, J. Smith m the telephons for proper guldance in the handling of the
cageo, _

Eavizg their authority, we immedlately contacted Dr. George P.
Rouse, Jr., 20313Iscust Bt,, Philadelphia and requeated that he secure blood
semples to detersite the lead content 1MW blocd stream. This was
handled in this mmoer because Walker 1a dangerously 1ll and believed to
have only a ghorftime to live. The telephome circuit to Cincinnatl was
busy and it was mt possible to get an immediate call thrg to Dr, Eehoe. Dr,
Rouse is asssociafd with the Travelers Insurance Co. and is connected with
the Presbyterian@epital as well ag the FPhiladelphia General Hospital, In
addition to thiseperience, he has alaso handled several other cases of lead
poisaning for us.

After qur errangement with Dr, Rouse wes completed, we were able
to get a wire tims to Cincimatl and talked to Dr, Robert A, Kehoe, who
agreed that umderthe circumstances, wo hendled the gituatiom satiafactorily
end he in turn wa going to talk with Dr, Rouse to see if it wore practical
to get two sets of blood gamples, the firat to be tested by Dr. John J,
Reinhold of the Mla. Gomeral Hospltal and the secomd set to be gent to
the Kettinger Lammies, College of Medicine, Cincimnatl, Chio for D,
Eehos's a:aalyses.

The &aaning of the tanksg ot FNorfolk was under the close super-
vision of the Saﬁsby Ingineer of the Ethyl Corporation, Mx. Wm. Trelease,
and. as far as wem datermine, all of the aafety rules wers strictly come
plied with, ‘

Mr. & L. Wolff, adviged Mr. Cromnin, in charge of the Ethyl
Corporation offiem at 1816 Baltimore Trust Bldg., Baltimors, Mi. of this
Tatr and wo unfirstand that he in twrn has already contacted Mr, Oscar
Lewis, who incidmtelly was with Dr. Kohoe in Cincinmati at the time we were
talking with himaa the telephome.

It hw been suggested that we have all the employses in the tank
cleaning crov exmined for possible lead contamination and, if 1t meets with
your approval, weshall have Dr. Eohoe mske arrangements for this thru Dr,
Rouse, ag three of the men are rosidents of Fhlladelphia, and may de oxamined
upon their next wWsit to this city. The other two can be examined by a local
physician in the aty of Eorfolk.

We sipll of course keep you cmently informad. regarding the case
end, if you have my comments, they would be apprecia;'ced

GPB:A.E Eo Fo m
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Samples of bl

ood received from Dr. J. Reinhold, Elochemical
Tavoratory, P

hiladelphia General Hospital, for lead analyses.

Blood

Analysis Fumber = NLL14-2695

Spectrogrephlc Spectrosraphlc

Grams 7.9 3.1

. Pb/100 g. 0.05 0.05
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¥ot2: The third sample run by dithizone method was badly con=

taminated.

Thie sariples were not in our contalners and seemed to have
been provided with anticoazulants.

Seamples Received: 6-5-Ll

Samples Reported: 6:7-hlL
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