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International Affairs Committee
L= Weleh DATE: December 2, 1980

TMG. F. Welch, Director, Public Affairs

SUBJECT

REF:

‘Environmental Protection Agency - Region 6 Letter on A/C Pipe
JFY correspondence, "Field Problem - San Antonio, Texas," MNovember 12, 1920

ACTION REQUIRED: Review for information and dissemination

Enclosed is additional correspondence from the Mater Supply Branch
of Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 explaining its position
on A/C pipe. This letter, provided to Staff by the San Antonio HWater
Board, appears to be written to a concerned citizen.

This second letter is, in Staff's judgment, even more positive in
tone than the letter to the San Antonio HWater Board. Not only does the
author reaffirm the nonsubstitutability of asbestos in A/C pipe, but also
states:

No conclusive scientific evidence has yet linked
gastrointestinal cancer incidence with ingestion
of asbestos through drinking water.

Staff recommends that the Region 6 letter be disseminated to fleld
sales personnel for use in counter—act1ng field problems.
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_Octobér 30, 1980

Marilyn Ri fe
101 Arcadia Place, #310 - .
< San Antonio, TX 78209 . . .

Dear Ms. Rife:

. -

Thank you for your letter of October 2, 1980. We share your concern with
. reports of asbestos in drinking water. ' )

The Enviromnental Protection Agency (EPA), Region 6 office, has been in commu-
nication with the -Texas Department of Health, the Edwards Underground Water
. District, and the City Water Board of San Antonio since reports of asbestos
in-San Antonio's water began. We have also consulted with our own EPA re~- <
'search'and heal th effects Iaboratories and our tcchnical support divisionl
Based upon our findings., we do not be]1eve ‘the citizens of San Antonlo are
subJect to. any moasurab]e hea]th risk from as bcstos in the1r drln&xng water.

There are two possxble sources of asbestos in San Anton1o s water. These
“are from naturally occurring sources in the ground wutcr" and- asbestos fibers
frOm the asbcstos-cunent hater pipe. : .

In our communxcatxonsw the Fdwards Undorqround uxter Dlstrlct has conflnned
‘that portions of the Edwards Aquifer have asbestos-bearing rock formations
which yield small amounts of asbestos to the ground water. Prescat scientif-
-ic--information does not indicate that these levels represent a significant. ..
health risk. However, water semples of the source ground water in the San
Antonio municipal water supply do not indicate the presence of asbestos.:

7 The second possible source is ashestos-coment pipe. Asbestos-ceoment pipe

. has been widely used throughout the tinited States for over 40 years. Its
advantages are high strength, rfelative Tow cost compared to other materials,
and resistance to soi) corrusion. This high strength results from asbestos
fibers mixed in the coment which act as reinforcing agents in the hardened
.concrete. lespite extensive research, no satisfactory SUbStltutL for the

. asbestos in the compound has bcen dzscovcred.

When asbestos-coment pipe is used to transmit highly corrosive waters,

. deterioration of the concrete can occur, relecasing some of the asbestos
fibers. Asbestos-canrent pipe has been the subject of extensive studies, and ¥
these indicate that noncarrosive source waters such as found in San Antonio,
do not attack ashestos-cument pipe, and no fibers afe released.
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San Antonxo";écently conducted tcsts to determine if a2 commonly used method

g for new connections released asbestos particles into

the: ‘water: Samplcs taken during this testing confirnmed the release of

fxbersrand ‘the method of drilling and tapping has been changed so that these :
Subsequent tests show

panticles are prevented from getting into the water.

. noydetectable levels of ashestos 1n the hator.
L '*J\_V-‘-’.\ ANa .
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o
'Because of the acknowledged heal th problens related to asbestos inhaled
'and/or ingested by workers in occupational exposure, it is natural for

"peOp]e to extend this concern to other exposures. EPA and the scientific

‘Conmunity have felt. that extensive-study is justified to determine if there

js a level at which asbestos in drinking water might represent a measurable

risk to public health.

ing water. O NP I T
fcrtfgv:sum. s

1 apprec1ate your concern for publlc health protectlon.

Ho conclusive scientific evidence has yet linked
gastro1ntest1na1 cancer incidence w1th ingestion of asbestos through drink- .

Please be éssured

that we will continue to stay in touch with the agencies involved in main-
taining the quality of water in the San Antonio area, and we will advise
them of the continuing research findings both in our own agency and the

sc10nt1f1c canmunIty at large.

Smncere]y,

q
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A
Mac A.- Veaver., Acting Ch1ef

~ Mater Supply Branch (6AKS)

ce: €. K. Foster, PLE. -
6. H. Scherwitz, Jr., p. E_
* Thomas P. Fox P
Robert P, Van Dyke v
U.S. Environmental Protection kgpncy
Washington, D.C. 20460
Water Supply Staff
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