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inddmotrectalcammamm former
-.Moasanto Co. workers is not conclusive, aceurd!ng
eothuumtwhoeonﬂuud the study..- .- -
-;; Dr. Gary Marsh,. assistant professor of biosta~

' |.Ztics at the University of Pittsburgh, examined rec- -

~ords of abont 2.500 people who had worked at the
"Maonsanto plant iz Spmgﬂeld bctween 1949 and
& 1968 T T
’rhestndywumadc forMnmanmbthaUm-
. versity as the request of Local 283 of the [aterna-
tional Union of Electrical Workers, which repre-
: sents Mounsanto employees, to look into what the
v mnnwamghmmdematmephnt
-."There was. a (statistically) significant excess.
l’or the rectal cancers, but that was the only sig- .
mﬂcantnudinsmmwnnhmmnmdm can‘t
place much weight on it,” Marsh said. . .
+He said the results of the study did not suppor:
"the hypothesis that digestive tract or genital-uri-
nary teact tamors wers related o0 generai cxpo- -
mwchmncalsmtheplantormmlatedto
wlan workers were hired, -
..z It found that such cancers, e:xupt for tumors of -
. the prostats gland or rectum, were gotrelated to

- |~ employrcent at any of 21 1pea.ﬂc mnons at thc

plant. be ssid. -~ -
.. Of chemical worb.ra with prostadc cancer 29

! permt had worked in polystyrene processing, but

1 that was not considered statistically mgmﬂmut,
{u !l ‘J.A. .-.:",L...A—" -. .

“ ..Amongwwtu'swtthtecnlmm 57 pu-een:
+had worked in cellulose nitrate production, and
mz was considered  a statistically significant

[ motmmant.mnhmd.mmbuo

recent literature linking bowel cucu- mm czpo-

) . sure to ceilulose nitrate,

He said, “We tied to idenu.!y a parﬁcula.r

workplacc or agent they (workers) were exposed
to that could havo beea related to this (cancer)

2 Rmuch shuwing a "staﬁsdcauy :igm.ﬂcant”'

- of Plttsburgh study shows that those empioyees
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lexcess, bnt tlu ouly t!nng that came out o{ the
‘report: was this rectal thing.” "o . 1.l £-

AS a result of the findings, Marsb's repoit - -;

“recommended “updating the original Springfield-
:tndy 5.wntoben3rmthcpmbio

= g -

An «ruu- study suu!sted ume rmght. be an
_excess of digestive tract cancers and tumors of
" the gqnlm-nnnary sysuu: moauy the prosme
gland.

A separats study by a mcarch group {rom the
University of Massachusetis found cancer deaths
among former workcrs at the Spring.;eld plant
could be linked to materials used in making viny}
chloride and- polyvinyl chlonde, .Lhe man whc -

--_‘q

.~ Dr. Kenneth Rosesman, formerly of the umver~ -

sity’s Divisien of Public Health in Amherst, 3aid

the plant !rom 1950 to 1973 found 24 had died.of -

cancer. - -
. “People wbo work.d thm longer, who had a

. longer latency period, had higher risks of dying of

all malignant neoplzsmxs,” hé sdid” @rlier this

month. Rosenman is dirsctor of occupational and -

. eavironmental heaith services for New Jersrey“’L T

“The resuits of thc Hosenman -study are got "™~

coniirmeq by the University of Pittsburgh study,’”

way the response from James Shriver, manager of

- the Springfield Monsanto plaat.© . “" i
‘“The principal differsnce is that the Umvemty

_who died of digestive cancer werw less likely to .
work for 3 long period of umo w‘t'.h vinyt cnlov
ride. Shriver said. - -

“The information we havn from Lhc (P!tubutgh)
study shaws this (long exposura (o vinyl chloride)
s 5ot tbe case” .in studmﬂ ,cancer-related .
deaths - e habit
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the investigation of 118 pcople who worked-at--- -
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