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Dr. Byimj'iihi nniw Dr. R mry mon»’

Jom A ,Ivusory Coinmniicc

Dr. LeGrange lIlyinglon, Surgeon of the United States Pub-
lic Health Service in charge of the Baltimore Quarantine Sta-
tion at Curtis Bay, and Dr. Roy K. Jones, Passed Assistant
Surgeon of the United States Public Health Service assigned
to the Division of Labor Standards of the United States De-
partment of Labor, have accepted invitations to serve as mem -
bers of the Advisory Committee on Sanitation of the Baltimore
City Health Department. Dr. William If. Howell has been the
Chairman of the Committee since its organization in February,
1933.

Dr. Byington will (ill the vacancy created when Dr. Harry
F. White was transferred from the loc;»i Quarantine Station.
Dr. Jones, who has had wide experience in the field of in-
dustrial hygiene, has on numerous previous occasions assisted
the Health Department in developing its program in this im-
portant branch of public health service.

ILeC-w1l P oilso nunnil im C \M iiup nil

Lead poisoning is rarely thought of ns a cause of illness in
children, yet this malady appears far more frequently in
young children than one would generally suppose. A dramatic
incident which recently occurred in the southern section of the
city is typical of the entire problem. A workman painted the
fence of the factory where he was employed. Having some
paint left over, he painted his child's high chair and bed.
Several months later the infant was dead of lead poisoning.
Subsequent investigation showed that the child had chewed
on the paint and that the paint was of high lead content.

During the last three years, 57 cases of lead poisoning with
22 fatalities are known to have occurred in Baltimore chil-
dren, particularly among those in poorer economic circum-
stances. Improved and more readily available methods of de-
tecting lead in the blood and the other body fluids, together
with a growing “lead-consciousness” on the part of the medi-
cal profession are factors largely responsible for the increased
recognition of this condition in children.
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Tlie following' table for the year 193G shows the age, sexand '3
color distribution of the 23 cases of clinical lead poisoninj

which are known to have occurred that year amor.g children il
in Baltimore: >

Table No. 1
C asks ok Lkao Poisoninc in Bai.timukk Ciiii.drhn, 1936
Whin- Col irosl
Auc Total
Mai* KrmiMl.! Muir Frm.W
Under 1 yenr — - - -
1 yenr 15 5 1 3 3
2 years 4 1 2 — 1
3 yenrs 2 — 1 1 —
4 yenrs 1 — — — 1
Unknown 1 — — 1 —
Total 23 C 7 5 5

The clinical diagnosis of plumbism was facilitated in each
of these cases by "blood-lead” analyses performed in the
Bureau of Laboratories of the City Health Department.

Th_e_followin[q table gives similar data for the 8 known
fatalities from [ead poisoning which occurred among Baltimore
"children in 1936:

Table No. 2
D katiis i'rom Lhad Poisoninc: in Baitimohk CIILDKKN, 1936
A< ot w eil> Col >rr.l
Mule KroiMIc M*Ir Frm.It
Under 1 yenr — — — — _
1 year 2 — - 1 1
2 years 6 2 > — 1
3 years 1 — — — 1
Total 8 2 2 1 3

The above tables show that the incidence of lead poisoning
is highest among children of the "teething age.” Investiga-
tions conducted by inspectors of the Health Department's
Bureau of Environmental Hygiene revealed that in each of
the above cases of lead poisoning the child had a pciwerted
appetite which manifested itself in chewing paint from cribs,
high chairs and woodwork painted with a lead-containing pig-
ment. Laboratory examinations of paint scrapings, taken
from the suspected articles, proved the source of the lead
beyond a doubt. Children’s furniture, especially the crib, was
most commonly involved. In every instance the furniture had
been reconditioned in the home with a lead-containing paint.

Thus it is clear that parents are frequently unaware of the
danger of the paint-eating habit in their children. New cribs
and other children’s furniture are seldom painted with a lead-
containing material, but the repainting of these articles at
home wittr*"a paint of unknown composition may result in a
fatality. Only too often are parents fearful of wet paint but
oblivious to the danger of dry paint which contains lead.
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