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D r .  L e G r a n g e  I l y i n g l o n ,  S u r g e o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P u b ­
l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  in  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  B a l t i m o r e  Q u a r a n t i n e  S t a ­
t i o n  a t  C u r t i s  B a y ,  a n d  D r .  R o y  K .  J o n e s ,  P a s s e d  A s s i s t a n t  
S u r g e o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  a s s i g n e d  
t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  L a b o r  S t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e ­
p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r ,  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  s e r v e  a s  m e m ­
b e r s  o f  t h e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S a n i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  B a l t i m o r e  
C i t y  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t .  D r .  W i l l i a m  I f .  H o w e l l  h a s  b e e n  t h e  
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  s i n c e  i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  
1 9 3 3 .

D r .  B y i n g t o n  w i l l  (ill t h e  v a c a n c y  c r e a t e d  w h e n  D r .  H a r r y  
F .  W h i t e  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e  loc;»i Q u a r a n t i n e  S t a t i o n .  
D r .  J o n e s ,  w h o  h a s  h a d  w i d e  e x p e r i e n c e  in  t h e  f i e ld  o f  i n ­
d u s t r i a l  h y g i e n e ,  h a s  o n  n u m e r o u s  p r e v i o u s  o c c a s i o n s  a s s i s t e d  
t h e  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t  in  d e v e l o p i n g  i t s  p r o g r a m  in  t h i s  i m ­
p o r t a n t  b r a n c h  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e .

IL e C -W I 1 P  oils o  nun nil i m  C \ M  ii u p  n il

L e a d  p o i s o n i n g  i s  r a r e l y  t h o u g h t  o f  n s  a  c a u s e  o f  i l l n e s s  in  
c h i l d r e n ,  y e t  t h i s  m a l a d y  a p p e a r s  f a r  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  in  
y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  t h a n  o n e  w o u l d  g e n e r a l l y  s u p p o s e .  A  d r a m a t i c  
i n c i d e n t  w h i c h  r e c e n t l y  o c c u r r e d  in  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
c i t y  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o b l e m .  A  w o r k m a n  p a i n t e d  t h e  
f e n c e  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y  w h e r e  h e  w a s  e m p l o y e d .  H a v i n g  s o m e  
p a i n t  l e f t  o v e r ,  h e  p a i n t e d  h i s  c h i l d ' s  h i g h  c h a i r  a n d  b e d .  
S e v e r a l  m o n t h s  l a t e r  t h e  i n f a n t  w a s  d e a d  o f  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g .  
S u b s e q u e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  h a d  c h e w e d  
o n  t h e  p a i n t  a n d  t h a t  t h e  p a i n t  w a s  o f  h i g h  l e a d  c o n t e n t .

D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  5 7  c a s e s  o f  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  w i t h  
2 2  f a t a l i t i e s  a r e  k n o w n  t o  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  B a l t i m o r e  c h i l ­
d r e n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a m o n g  t h o s e  i n  p o o r e r  e c o n o m i c  c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s .  I m p r o v e d  a n d  m o r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  m e t h o d s  o f  d e ­
t e c t i n g  l e a d  i n  t h e  b l o o d  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  b o d y  f l u i d s ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  a  g r o w i n g  “ l e a d - c o n s c i o u s n e s s "  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  m e d i ­
c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  a r e  f a c t o r s  l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  in  c h i l d r e n .
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Tlie following' table for the year 193G shows the age, sex and ' 3 

color distribution of the 23 cases of clinical lead poisoninj 
which are known to have occurred that year amor.g children i 1 
in Baltimore: >

Table No. 1
C asks  ok L k a o  P o i s o n i n c  i n  B ai .t i m u k k  C i i i i .d r h n , 1936

Auc Total
Whin- Col irosl

Mai* KrniMl.! Muir Frm.W

U n d e r  1 y e n r ___ — — — —

1 y e n r 15 5 1 3 3
2 y e a r s 4 1 2 — 1
3 y e n r s 2 — 1 1 —
4 y e n r s 1 — — — 1
U n k n o w n 1 — — 1 —

T o t a l 23 C 7 5 5

The clinical diagnosis of plumbism was facilitated in each 
of these cases by "blood-lead” analyses performed in the 
Bureau of Laboratories of the City Health Department.

The following table gives similar data for the 8 known 
fatalities from lead poisoning which occurred among Baltimore 

"children in 1936:
Table No. 2

D k a t i i s  i’ r o m  L had  P o i s o n i n c : i n  B a i .t i m o h k  ClIlLDKKN, 1936

Ak< To t - I
w

Mule

• il*>
KroiM Ic

Col

M*lr

>rr.l

F r m . l t

Under 1 yenr — — — — —
1 year 2 — - - 1 1
2 years 6 2 *> — 1
3 years 1 — — — 1
Total 8 2 2 1 3

The above tables show that the incidence of lead poisoning 
is highest among children of the "teething age.” Investiga­
tions conducted by inspectors of the Health Department's 
Bureau of Environmental Hygiene revealed that in each of 
the above cases of lead poisoning the child had a pciwerted 
appetite which manifested itself in chewing paint from cribs, 
high chairs and woodwork painted with a lead-containing pig­
ment. Laboratory examinations of paint scrapings, taken 
from the suspected articles, proved the source of the lead 
beyond a doubt. Children’s furniture, especially the crib, was 
most commonly involved. In every instance the furniture had 
been reconditioned in the home with a lead-containing paint.

Thus it is clear that parents are frequently unaware of the 
danger of the paint-eating habit in their children. New cribs 
and other children’s furniture are seldom painted with a lead- 
containing material, but the repainting of these articles at 
home wittr*"a paint of unknown composition may result in a 
fatality. Only too often are parents fearful of wet paint but 
oblivious to the danger of dry paint which contains lead.
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