FILE NAME: Newspaper & Magazine Articles (NMA)

DATE: 1973 July 16

DOCH: NMAQO77

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: NYT - Data Unclear on Possible Peril of
Asbestos in Drinking Water



m?;vn SIDES (AQILHILEM Juey, S01 10, 174D, FRA AR NAOINA] NEWSPAPSTI | WS YCW TOMK 4 ITEE LIRD) - LNEP
23

Data Unclear on Possible Peril
Of Asbestos in Drinking Water

By GLADWIN HILL
Speciel to The New Yark Times

gl

WASHINGTON, July 13+pacticles we're looking for, in
How many other communitim 5 ‘t‘}fapnl%sx%t:lgi:’cag acnt::liq.’;
across the country may, HE¥ ! s is!
Duluth, Minun,, have possib) fg:&g&?nc“ on Environmen-
hezardous quantities of asbeg-|“Secondly, we don't know
tos in their drinking water? t of any analytical method
The Federal authoritiddlat could be geared into 2
would like to know. Bug gfFse Sglle Survey d}O produce
this juncture, a panel of efAnpreensive indings in a
dlatively short time,
perts - con(:,luded last  week.)oThe ‘particles we have to
scientific imponderables pRi¢al with range from two-
clude even a meaningful queseEnths of a micron [which is a
for the answer. gllionth of a meter] to two
A Jnticrons in size.
.The Envifonme.ntal Pfolt u-rheytre long enough that
tion Agency cautioned Dululagretically you could see
last month that asbestos pa em in an ordinary micro-
cles from nearby large scafejope. But theyre extremely
dumping of iron ore tailin row, and without width you
into Lake Superior might bein'tsee length. So you have to
an undesirable element jn (4@ to an electron microscope.”
city’s water supply. . Such a microscope 1n effect
While asbestos has_be¢nggisters an electronic “shad-
identified as a cause of lujplV" of objects too small to
cancer through inhalation, littj#fe by plain magnification.
is known about its effecis! A Question of Capacity
when swallowed. Rather ths “There aren’t & lot of el
declaring the Duluth water uf e arent g joi of € ecé
safe_for general consumptioffPh ICEOSCOPES AT “3:{ an
the E.P.A. suggested that peni&) alysis is a fairly sophisticated
ing clerification of the pmeraﬁon." Mr. Muir continued,
Jem, the water not be given fophe sample may take most of
infants and children who hdfl; 48y to check out. So the
not already had years {gjospect of doing thousands
exposure. Upon thousands of analyses this
Analysis Under Way ZJ%:?‘ c“a},’;ii‘t‘a‘é?i“iﬁ shout
An extensive series of angl-}Only a few scientists have
ysis of human tissue samé) bidne much research on the
is being conducted to elucidajmedical affects of asbestos pac-
asbestos - ingestion effects, jtitles, One is Dr. Irving J. Seli-
connection with a Federal suitotf, head of the Environntental
eryfidiences Laboratory at Mount

Binai Hog'pltal in New York
4gity, He did the principal stud-
eies of slow - developing lung
jron has been extracted. g cer among New Jexsey ship-
Meanwhile, anxious querippyrd workers exposed to as-
have been coming into Wasibéstos spraying during World
ington from other communitigdiar II.
and a task force of specialis
|from the E.P.A., the Council dprincipal medical consultant to
Environmental Quality and thehe Government on the Duluth
Food and Drug Admmzstrm uation and has been directin,
i3 exploring the implications fitle current tissue studies. Of-
Duluth for the rest of tifpials hope that some conclu-
country. . |sipns from these will be avail-
“We jnow there's a fibrojile for the next court hearing
material like asbestos in mosiy the case Aug. .
water sugplies. and asbestos ;ﬂ Until considerably more in-
&:

fairly ubiquitous geologicall pation has been developed
one researcher said, addigghout Duluth, Dr. Selikoff told
that its occurrence generalighe task force last week, it

puld be difficult to organize

was presumed io be “probab
at levels that aren’t harmful?|comprehensive study of pos-
Millions of samples of duible asbestos hazards over the
and water from all parts {uiast of the country.
the country have been put
through chemical analysls in
recent_years, but none of this
work is of any help now be-
cause asbestos was not one of
the substances checked for.
Obstacles Noted
| The interagency task force’s
immediate inclination was to
mount a nationwide survey of
the incidence of asbestos in
water supplies. .
However, at the panel's bi-
weekly mecting here Tuesday,
discussions produced two for-
midable obstacles to setting up
such a survey.
“We don't know what size
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