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Mr, William S. Simpson, President .
Raybestos-Manhattan, Inc. :
205 Middle Street
Bridgeport,- Connecticut 06603 .

. Dear Mr, Simpson:

This is a review of the mecting in Lyo.., France, the subjeét of which
was the Biological Effects of Asbestos. The real purpose and impor-
tance of this imeceting scems to indicatz tc me that there is a distinct
trend in the thought of pcoplg muernut\on:uy associated with the bio-
logical cffects of ‘asbestos in its relationchip to disease, mainly asbes-

. tosis, and to a greater extent its signiiicont eifect on the individual in
relationship to cancer. ..

The translation of this knowledge into futuze efforts by Raybestos-Man-
hattan Corporation and its medical pe"'\,..‘_cl in rclationship to the
scientists, the public, and to the goveraziont remains to be evaluated.

I think it would be appropriate to discuss 1 he future trends and the course
of action that was being taken by all partizs concerned in this discussion.

At the present time, there is no doubt - =2 question - that the biological
eficcts of asbestos lcads to asbestosis and to carcinoma of the lung; boik
.. bronchogenic carcinoma and mesothelivrnw, As far as the different
aspects of the effect of difierent types of asbestos are concerned, ail
types of asbestos are incriminated. '; here were papers p*‘nsehtnd v’hich
e show tnat mesothelioma is caused b-/ dolite, amos1.t., and chrys
tile. These pa-:ucx.lar cancers of the i »e of extreme iny )Ol‘tdnCL

and lately have been given national and national puol1c1ty.

Consideration is being given to the ins 2ovigations tuat we are pursuiang
1'c1ativc to the possibility thai other typas
rclztionship to asbeastos eirmosure. 5
- t u.crc wus shown at this piriicular hat theve is a trond towavrd
this direciion relative torgasiro-istecvini’ tmimors 2nd possidly other vpes
of rare tumors, sich as the pancreas aygas, lm.tq of the colon, and
cihier parts of the inteutinal et 1h. i point of view which h_\.. not
Leen previously recogaizd. Crhe brow L sogse and anedical implication:s of
wiio ‘.-:.:,icux.n.- Ly of vavi, o;u';u..t.xl s wre i enivaianely hinporviaut
lonal pvhlu.x‘y ’u'n.um 1 ail

prosent time &

i
Lictuse vwwe duw s e bnmplications 0 ¢ .d'
Ol'guu.y of the bocay, .1!...‘&':\.1:;:1 ivig e i C E‘l'/'LA f‘liD'A":/ Systinn i., a
L jor primAary ergan o tae tady whici: rcted, The comprny's con-
cera, (e prniie!'s conenrn, and the oo va'n concern, an discnvered
At roporfoed i Jileroatnee ano ag e - eyt araseeved by e pablie

focpenteval bduatey doed pduagemient aae okl nunediately recagate
<the importance of such reicascs ia the prasas,
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1 don't think personally that the public relations approach is now the
answer to the specific problem of our indastry. I think that it is going
to be better to spend more money on environmental controls of the
dusts, with strong cmpnasxs on houselicening, of the fumes, and of the
gases of which industry has’ “encountered. I fecl that no maiter what
the circumstances are the problems relative to the biological effects
cannot be neutralized or washed away by any types of releases or
types of public programs.
Industry must recognize that govcrn.acm’ll introduction into the ficld
or into the wor:\-zl‘\ce and the recognition of the hazards has been es-
tablished.. At this particular meeting theve were several members of
the labor movement there, and also members of the international
AFL/CIO which were associated with D, Sclikoff. It is apparent to
me that the nc;-:t'mk.jor cifort will be in the cducation of the workers.
I was told by Dr. Selikoif and his associcies in the labor {ield that we
would have to bepgin educating the worlker in 2 more objective method
and' miaaner. - The worlkexs would have tc be limowledgeabla conccrnmg
the absolute expouure at which they wesre ru‘);c:ctcd thcy would be abie
‘to loolk at these counts to see the dust Lh?.t they we*'e cxposed to, the
length of time they were exposed and accordingto the yequirements

of the OSHA act this information must be provi c‘cc to the workers.

There should be no allusion that the company must initiate immedi'\tcly

the ‘devclopmeant of an educational progrcm 7~'1nc1->(.lly organized by med-

ically oricnted people in a manner to pre :c:.'.'/ inform manragerent,
foremen, and employees of the'uses, bioi iopgical eficcts of asbestos,
and what is being done to contirol this asiz2stes exposure. 1 say this
primarily because I have head recentiy in other industries that they
h‘ivc had hysierical episedes among emplioyces as to the instances of
sbestosis in plants. This is created dun o press releases, public
hy.,terla, and pubuc pressurc. Ve will tegin to see a situation or a
demand from the union and pressure Irors thc public to do something
a2bout the situation. Plans should be develoned relating to immniediite
steps that should be tuaken as to the enviromnenial controls and to
medical prograras. A complete medical program for the cntire corpo-
ation is a rnust. : .

I think there is sorne real ncp:. though to rcesta bl,sh the very cause of

these carcinomias because it-beogzinsg (v a2 poax tnat there ore somao-other
causes associated with asbestos thut .c ate t} wese carcinoas and

oiner channmes ihat ozeur in I.iu.‘. ef ccrn of stos {ivar, 13.3;-.\:\95,
it is the fiker itseid, it i i a

n.
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attaches itscii to the : & RA :.:",,u. lcani paper by De. J. C.
fieDonald stated that o vwo s Gole (0 Conl ful tu.. cifects v asbesioviys
Lud carccnonenesin i e b dued o bosel oct w5 {ibers, The
checLhurenicy O hobotoee aag even Lo Ll et edac js pri-
T al; St e Lo 00U vlte Saabil s G e .l.. [N IRTVES n\"i\llC-‘l Pro-
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or to the trace clements, but that thesre ove indications that the fiber size
and shape are important and that mesotheliomas have been produced with
fiberglass and other non-asbestos matevials. In intrapicural experiments
2T Types of asbestos Used have produced mesotheliomas in rats. A per-
centage figure which you might use as a measure is 61% of animals pro-
duced cancer with crocidolite, 36% with vmosite, 34% with antophyllite,
30% with Canadian chrysotile, and 19% with Ricdesian chrysotile. A
grcat many of the people felt that the trace metals were extrewely rele-
vant. The greatest conclusion of all was that in cmployment in asbestos,
especially the insulation worker, smobking nds a greater aifcct on asbes-
tosis and lung cancer than anything else,, aad every one of the asoestos
workers should stop smoking. % :

by

apexr by Dr. J. C, McDonald.
He felt that the statistics prescented in this paper were not accurate, He
tallied about the insulation workers and b2 asled why the insulation worxers
that were not inciuded in the union were nct presented as a part of the
study, 1 ¢ould go on for hours with vazicus typas of difficulties and prob-
lems tney had with asbestos, but onec of the main things I would like to i
convey to you is that glass f{iber is carcinogenic. With a peritoncal irri-
tation and the addition of benzopyrine with chrysotile a high rate of inci-
dences of carcinoma was produced. Chrysotile alone produced a very
low incidence of mesothelioma, : ' .

There was great criticism of Dr. Selikofi's p
a

"In summary, I would say that there are many salient features to the dis~
cussions that were held at Lyon: {1) There is absolutely a direct conncc- /
tion between chrysotile asbestos and mesothelioma, broncogénic carci-
noma, and, of course, asbestosis, (2} The vnion representative was L
adamant in that there will be a revolution in their particular area bring-
ing about the necessity 6f industry getting ahead of the problem by intro-
ducing an educational program that will crient the worker as to what he-

., is exposed to. Of course, this must be done by medically oriented per~ |

* sonnel so that an aura of hystcria is not created. The facts are to be

" presented in a logical sequence in 2 manaer of importance to such an
extent that there will be a complete coinpliance with the DSHA require-
ments, and yet, not cause fear among eniployees. It must show tiwe
company’s interest in the employees' healih and what the compiny is
doing to protect and safeguard their exposure. (3} There will be in-"
creasing publications and press releggen velated w the significant
Tepidemic! of mesothelioma @nd othel tyaes of carcinoran of the G I,
tract, pancreas, ctc.,; 2od then, anticipition of this particular rela-
tionship should be comboited by cducztioial oricatation oi the emplovee.
it chould be empharized tha the people viie zra most At risk avn the

“workevs and tiicy should be taught 1o use racteviais salely and with con-
cern. {4) There should be a compleie iredical program. A compicie
survey of all the systems includiag the prlimonnvy system by uwev of /
modern envirommeatul and tuudie sl ineian dvailable to us and that a
repular voutine cduciiion progeant be cooedina D with tds paysical
euati ion, A TiIm socip or A film shoetd be progsared for thie ovien-
vawdoa of the v playee, egpaciclly since 106710 v gulnidons allow the
individual (o » a2k foe his exponnce, vie fomunt of exponare, and the dust
Lo wirvteis e o beep expotede D ihislo e mtida pvogorionn will bring alaouat
vt pubdiv celationn Ly whad o e donag, so s tter whad paidici. -
tivun o pablic relations man will produecy s\ pubiee education program
iz certainly in order in which one can, L believe, througin the wmeda of
television, radio, and newspaper cdvaiic the pubde as o the lawaviauce
of nsbestos, ils usag, the moiopical eiiluats of axiisi0s, ity conlioin,
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and its indispensability to our modern technological socicty. 1t
sliould be stressed that {f proncrly used iind properly controlled,

it is a nerfectly safe product,

I want to thank you very much for the op; ortuqi‘cy to come in con-

tact with some 0[ the world's greatest seientists and international

experimenters. I had the oprortunity of wiiting nexnt to the inves-
tigator from Moucow who invited me o Ffoccow to visit his labora-
tory. I also had the opportrnity of haviay leng conversations and

discussions with D», Gilson, N-. \’/aa:zo.:, D:‘
and many others with international impo:

-

Vebster, Dr. Cotin,
ance and found myself

readily acceptable at their level., Of cowine, there is a great dezal

-

more to be discussed about this subject, Lut I certainly donlt think'

this is the place for it, There are volvmes azd volumes of infor-
ith me, and perhaps,

mation and letters that I have read and hiwe w

at an oprnortunity that presents itself we viill be able to discuss it

person to person,

I send my best personal regards to you,

Sincerely, M
Jo.,(- L. Cooc.man, M. D.
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