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UNDER SECEETARY FOR MINES:

¥r. Boyland and myself met Dr. Letham and Dr. McNulty
in conference at 10 a.m. on Tuesday 10th October.

The histary of operations at Wittenoom Gorge was
outlined as followe. .

The industry was started in 1943 and under the
conditions exigting in the years impediately after the War all
materials were in short supply.

The plent waes built under very difficult condttions
as regerds materials, lebour and technical services.

The original plant-wes dusty and wsatisfactory. ---.-- -

Reconatruction was not practicslly poesible and this
position was generally accepted as is evidenced by the fssuo
of an Arbitraticn Court Award which took into account the dusty
conditions in the plent. )

48 a long range project it was decided to rebuild the
piant completely. :

During the ensuing years it was found that better
grade Tibre was available in Colonial Garge snd the new plant
was buillt there.

Since that time there has Yeen sn increased demend
Tor asbeatos and because of thie and also because of scne decrease
in grade the mine has deen called upon for more ore than the
development position provides fur,

The position has perhups beasaggravated dy a leck of
forwerd planning due to dislocation caused by steff changes,

A 1list of miners from Wittenoom Gorge who have besn
affected by silicosis, and/or asbestosis was produced by Dr.
McNulty and 1s attached.

This )list indicates that in certain ceses advanced
asbestosis can develop in & 1little as tlwee years,

8ince scme of thees cases have worked only in the
new plant 1t appeare that ‘even under the oonditions that now
exiet, vhich are very much better than those in the old plant,
there muet still be a very serious risk.

In the afternoon we were joined by Mr. Thomas of
Australisn Blus Asbeetos.

Ways and means of determining the level of'pollntion
in varicue places were discussed.

lr. Thonas informed us that the method of dust control
in the plant was to be examined by Gregory & Co., who are

specialiste in dust handling and that further changes will
prebably be made. i
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Although some criticism of the konimeter as &
method of Aust determination was voiced it wes decided to
establich a syatem of dust records based on konimster counts.

This decision reste on the grounds that we have the
equippent and operatores readily aveilable and that the
instrument is practical for underground use.

We should be eble to demonsirste some mr&ement in
vnderground conditions as the development apenings are
Mndvaneed and new equipwment is installed.

mine ventilation officere in the vse of the konimeter arter
which we will expect records of the dust conceantration at all

;;/ ‘ : Qur officers will go to Wittenoom an8 will coach the
working places at regular intervals,

i

~ + ..The menbers of this conference will mest again in
3 months time snd progress will dbe reported.

Our officers decame awars of bad conditicns underground
a little over & year ago and since that tize we have made
seversl inspections,

‘ C mr..ventmuon_aecti&:..hu.been:atmgthemd.-prin-_%
- cipally to cope with the position at Wittenoca..

The Senior Inspector of Mines will visit the mine
and u programme to enforce the use of gecondary ventilating
equipment will be worked ocut with the District Inspector of
Mines and the Workmen's Inspectare

) It is expected that Dr, KoMulty will be availsble y
E,_tl' /. as full time medical officer for mining within coe year. :

- . g Increased medicel supervision including olinicel
s ’-:3;&;‘ investigation at Wittenoorn is asnticipated ss & result of thie
3‘L— errengenent. :
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’ A In the mean time there will be the fullest exchange
of information Letween our Department and the Public Health
Departuent., -
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12th Octover, 1961.
balt 0 : f & MAutly [0 £ tymmfong an «-’«—%"’

lo Nuttemora on ‘v-f-u’-—-—‘ .
. [




