June 7, 1971

J. Fe Cole, Sc.d., Janager

wavironmental Health

international iead Jinc hesearch Organization, Inc,
=02 liadison JAvenue

Rew York, New Yorx 10ul7

Lear Jeryy:

Thanks for your letter of June 1, and for the cocuments describing the new
survealiance program prepared by the U.3. rotters aAssociaticn, with tae collaboration
{or at least the apnroval) of the Food and Drug Administration.

-

I have subaxtt this to i, Chotak wio considers the teat to ke satistfactory, in
tue vseliex tqat it iz not likely to yvield different results from tane one devised
Hizre. Toeilr acetic acia solution as 4%, ana ours is b%, but ticdyry timaing of tiae
test extends it to 24 nours. ‘fhe fatter procedure would, in scme iastances, at
icasty uake bLaelr test more severe, S 1o the atomic absorntion pgrnceaure, we are
gulle srepared Lo acceot this a3 satistactory. 48 you know, aoubtless, our reople
are nsing 1t aiter paralletl comparisons, ([ refer to these cetails, since, in the
absence of parallel comparisons, the relative severity 0L thne two jirocedures is not
certainly establishea. § woula not quibrple about this

a3 to the standard approved by F.D.a,, a3 staved iy tae Jotters sssociJtion, I
cefinitely onject o it; quite anart <rom its truta or falsity 48 a level oX sarely
Ior pottery, itself. Tt is simply oot coasisteanc with the position tasken generally
vy the F.D.,4; namely, that any quantity or lead added unnecessarily or avoidably

to focd or Leverages, is adulteraiion unuer the law, =104 S0 1s not to be countenanced
3 satisfactory, We were able to show thaat it is - and nas been 1for a long time -
sossiblie to acaieve a ylaze Ifrom waicah lead cau be leached out only to the extent ox
2 p.p.ui. LY tile Test which was employed. There is, I heiieve, no jood reason ror
crgouraging potiers to be lenient in this matter., What can bBe done should be
required. It is not proper to adg extraneous cuantities ol lead, Irom any source,
unless it is necessary to do so in order to achieve a soclally desirable purpose,

One can compromise a little, perhaps, in matters of aesthetics, aad to obtain a more
coiorful character oi life aund surroundings, tHowever, we have taxen the position,
previousiy, in ofzricial goveranmental circles, that this should not be done. I wonder
why, in this instance, it seems satisfactory or desirable to do so. [ think the
Potters are unwise to accept such an unnecessary compromise,

o

I woudd he pleased if you would present this view of mine to Mr, lervin, anu rind out
whetner he agrees, and if not, why not, ife has always had a reasonable and sensible
attitude, it seems, and I value his opinion, If he and tie others uo not agree, I

would have no rignt, to impose my views upon them, Or on you.

Sincercly yours,

RaK:wb Robert A. Kehoe, M,D.

Professor Emeritus of Occupational Medicine

-



