AL electron MiCroscope
reveals asbestos hbrils
~ found in the air of an

asbestos worker's home.

velers micaningless.” Then, in 1828
1920, e chief medizal impector
. Rritish Home Office’s factory de.
«. ment examined JB) ashesion-textile
csh-rs andl found that more than 2%
4 ot of them showed evidence of
4 ~:ing from asbestosis. In 1831, on
+ +.s¢iy of the dnspector’s findings, Par-
wesnt made the disease compensable
«w among other measures, nstituted
1 dical checkups for workers engaged
; anticularly hazordous processes in
¢ industry, Next, in 1955, Dr. Rich-
3 S. Doll, director of the Statistics!
search Unit of the British Medical
wrurch Counell, completed a study
113 consecutive sutopsies of men
» had-been oocupationally expused
asleston for more than twenty yeon,
iFs study: showed that the extent to
iich they had risked Jung cancer over
» whole period was eleven times s
ut a3 that of men in the generu] pop-
tion of England and Wules, Brodeur
serves in his ploncering article on
1 subject: “From then on, many doe-.
s were convinced that @ ceusal re_
BrehiIn " BErwaen_asliesios . exposire
) lung cuncer bad heen demonstrat-
“shthough slmost no part of the vast
axtns-industry—etther” acknovledged
“relatioashipor Lannd it advifable to
“the independent researchens who
* lnveﬁlgatinu." .
Ko Heahhtmeird posed by ushestos
s¢ home to Manville in 1983, when
Maxwell Borme, a_Jocal physiclan,
) townsmen had
[

! ¢t mesnthelioma svithin the spav
hrec "Vears, Four vean later Botinv

Aot mTle for 83,000 to
AT W di Geute both werk-

an the medical profession ut large
ashestos-related: diseasex; his re-
ot wes turmed down. Bonne sl
sently appraached the workess'
“ Lecal BOO of the Unitet Paper.
en aad Paperworkers; the wnion
mized the collemtion .of the needed

ey.
‘hy heed Johus-Manville declined to
oul? “lIt was our opinjon,” Juck

;n. the corporation’s vice- ahent
1 wf‘rmmdd..u& 3 irs, ex.
mi 1o ine. "(h T .

t 1 TN there win
3 ore_about mvsitheelie
before: u relutiomship with usheaton

1 be sfinned or denied.” Reskles,

Wﬁm\‘lﬁ“‘."
sTreudy spent some $2 to 8 million

on_new dust-eomtOT SROpnEnt . i
“ mulli umsldgmlﬂm.u.mxﬂh.,pb' any: d. ntu
safe o fo ok budfen and women—
who work wnlin-theFilties
und Sixties, however, [ 1o_nptke

thut the new eqmpment anude any ap-
preciuble difference, “There were Thmes
WhEh the air was so thick with asbestos
dust b some places that vou conkdu’t
even see.” ) was tald by a teatile divi
sion worker who hax been with the com.
puny Jor thiftvetwe veun, “Sometimes
ft wus eve impossible to breathe with a
respirator hecuuse the fllees wauld get
sa clogged with ashestor.” (Respirator
ure generallv unpopulur among usbextos
workers, The wearer sweats and his
eyes mart, For workens who have cur.
dine or pukbnmany problems, breathing
through un ordivary sespintor wkds to
the strabn on their hgs and heart,
Atr<voksd resplratims that snprly aire o
the weurer are hulky and consthe)

Even vutside the (actary the wir was
frequently full of the {wwullnll_\' deadiv
fibers. In the amt Vallev sectiom of
town—n urea dowiwhnd Trun the fue-
torv—the Gl Gkt wondd gtet an
thick that homeswnens had to hose the
stall off thelr Joses, Divectly in frnd
of the plant conpglitions Were tven Wagsge,
“When I'd diret trallic there Sge,
CGevrpe Kulinan of the Maoville pelicr:
rovathed, “these weve dava when it was
like we were having s Hurerdes du
Julv, V' take off e batswnd it womikd
T ‘cunereed with thae whitee dust.”

Meanwhile, examduations by tutn-
Jeuiy duchins wese earried anTainy Gice,
every two wars—u schedule thut say

4 ; ‘ M/—\..
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tep e . ot e

-~ af fluld paun

lmvenW Such
Tvirem wckups may have been sul-

fivient to monflor a skowly developing
cwe of uthestotis, hut they were Jess
useful us u meuns of cotching a victim
of o swiltly developing cancer, portic.
ularly mesothelioma, a diseuse thut nor.
mally proves {atal six months to u year
after the canver shown up in X-ray pic-
tures. (To jump from pust decudes to
an fllustratum from the recent past:
in Devember 1971 Danny Maciborgki
a forty-nine-yeur uld ex-mavine whe
had worked fir Johns-Munville for thir.
tv years, chedked in ut the company
dispensary for his biennial phvsicul and
wus given o clean bill of health. A few
weeks kiter, however, lie felt a steange
mnxation in hit sbdomen—as JI hic
stomach were “getting bigper,”™ as he
put it=—=al went to see u private phy-
sicim, whe hy tum sent Idm o Dr,
Busonv, Borow's teste showed that Ma-
vibonki had # malignant twnor of the
manbrane thut lives the alxlominal
tuvilv—in other wurds, inexuthelioma.
=1 kuew what it was becanse evervhody
at the plant knews about ashestesds ond
inesatheliomae now,” Macibanki told o
repurter for the New York Poat. *) wasn't
surpreieeed or shoaded about t ., 1
jnst asked 1r, Hoowl, “Huw fong have
I pat? " Macihonki dast Lt Septem.
her. He Listed as kimg s tee did becanse
e wis willing (o go to e dcdor every
two weels (0 have up 1o ejght (uuis
D ot of his abdmnen.
Johns-Muuville puid Macthorski’s medic
cl expeinses, und, ax provided by New
Jersey state cumpensation kews, it is
paying his widow 870 n week—a sum
that will drp 10 872 this ']mw. when
lier ehlest son will L eigthteen. )
Why, throwghout the Filties and Siv.

tiew, died men and women eomtinee”
warth i the plnt il conditious were so
Lazardernin? The answer would scem to
have as much ty do with pevebakogy as
with ecunenbon, =1 iy, savs Ches-
ter Ruerkewski, o fortvaonevear-okl
machingst and uiion stup stewurd wt
the plant, “bot the only people who
seen searedd of this studf coane from ot
side the community.” To RucAdowski,
whe fus worked at the plant since e
wus eighteen, bis job §5 o way of life
that he b vt alont Lo give up Just be-
tumse ol few “seure staries™ in the
wess, “You and 1 can work in a place
or (hirty-five vear, and maybe you get
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