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" A WaLL Srazr :ounm. News mmup\ i
Government aggndes renewed wa.mlngs
about “exposure to’ asbestos, ‘a7, eommonly
used Yaineral that’ sciéntiits say ca.n ‘cause
" gerious: and dlssbung hmg disease, includlng
tatal lung cancer, .- ’«,“.. s

- The National Insﬁtute “tor O?:cupaﬂmal
Satety and Health, a research arm ‘of -the
’ Departmem. ot Health ‘Education and Wel-
!are, said in 8 letter to hea.lth experts that
garage _personriel : ‘who ' change.. origrind
brake Muings,are..be mg,exposed tq .poten-
oA 'tiauy hazardous Ievgls of

L Thes letter “writtexr fby,

! of: occupauonal
! heanm su étilance A
L systemaﬁc “ahutdy - ot these workers hadn't
ekt been\ms,dr\levels ‘of‘dsbestos’ dust are high
) enough to cause damage and that four can-
[ eer deaths. ssociated with, such wo
. pgpn:mported.;q_- R

airborne, asbestos. X
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,g.\v .. ;.n, J nr<7, N

stos Hazard in Work
Spacklmg chtures

e

sidered in- reiaﬁon m o(her evxdence being
aoc\nnulsted by the Mgunt Sinaj-group that
mdlcstes ‘that tar 1ess than the intense expo-
sure of the‘ work: environment is capsble of
producing -asbestoa-rqlated dlsease he
S8, e S - ‘
|2 ..The Environmentaf Bdenm Laboratory
of- Mnunt 8inal, which tmder the direction of
SelIkott has “been the leader in
dangers of asbestos, re-
o Bclenee that: it had-ana!yzed 15
,sampxes ‘of spackung, patcm.ng “and’ jolnung-
compounds purchased in New York City and
tot that «'ﬂve contained apprecigble
amountsot asbestos “Usaot these materials
i pofne ‘repair.work (for- example, ‘pxing,
sandmg “gnid flesnup) may expose_ the uger.
-(andyothet meémmbers, og,t.he household) ; to
sign!ﬂesnt Qoncentrations of" asbestos they
Bald, : \p“ I3 —ir; \a

Wamlngs rged

7+ ZAnother’arm 'HBW . meanwhile, Csald it|,  The. clentists. said. that, even more fm-
. found / alarming’ a:study. that ahowed var- porta.nt, .one, “of the. spaclding compounds
contained wariing labels or, ind{cations that

‘«- fous spsckling eompo.mds used fgr home pe(.
palrs eonta.m cmoentrsﬂuns ot asbestos

it: contsmed'.;h,amrdous» ‘nateriats. { They

,“» ficlent-to cause disease. The study; by sclen-|.urged’ ' such labels: be: required with in-
r,t.{sts at Mount 8inal School, of‘h(edlcme i m-uétions'lor ‘safer usage. .
S New | York- who.hav ‘studted the harmlul et- * .aThe Mo scien
: -:fects,nf ‘nsbedtos “varicus oodupations, "ap:15p0 consible. i "’f{a’rt, fox the, ‘NIOSH warnings
. peared Tedently in Sclence. apubuesﬁon of nbout bmke-dmm.nnmy _The NIOSH:letter
< «the American Assoclsﬁon tar the Advance  noted. that the Mount ‘Sinai mvestigswrs had

-2 ment ot Sclended; A ;f!g,ﬁ
Exposure at Home .\~ e e
Commentmg’ on ‘the’ reporr-!)svid ‘P.

* Rall,"“director: of the Nationsl Institute of
Environmenm, Heslth - Sciences, sadd,:
““These. ﬂndlngs suggest “the’ possibiitty ‘of
signmcant exposure durlng home wnxtruc-
‘:Aﬁnn ard repa!r" —7 -,..n_.\t-x,f I
"Addiﬁonsl work by the (Mount Sinai)
scientists suggests that members, of the en-

. also inhale asbestos ' fibers,”
added” -
7'\ These results
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are sIarmlng when con—

* tire household or other occupams mey

defermined that" workers - engaged "in_the'|-
maintenance and repair‘ot amomobile “and
triick brake’linings “sare -to poten- |
tially hazardous levels 'ot alrbome asbesms
dm"\ .

" One ot me sclentists sald ln a.n inte: ew. .
that pa.rticula.rly large amoumnts of danger-
ous ssbestos: dust. were “created in mainte- E
nance shops where the "Jarge. asbestos ‘lin-
ings of trucks and buses were ground to fit
the brake drum or were resurfaced after |
use. He Baid that the’ changing of asbestos
braké linings for automobiles was also dan-
gerous because mechanies usually use an
alr hase to blow out the loose dust after re-
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: workers are. exposed

_moving the"old. lining.” 2 sl
S NIOSH estimated

S IS
that as many as 300, 000
to ashestos in the man-
'servicing of brake" linings
and- clutches,. most of whom are auto me-,
chanics. The agency ‘récommended, as 2n
interim procedure that repair shops. desig-
nate a segregated area for all brake and
clutch repalrs and that signs be posted in
those areas pointing out the dangers of as-
bestos dust. It also 'said .that repairmen
should wear respirators when domg such
work, and that strong yvacuum cleaners be
used to remove asbestos dust from brake
drums before working on them.
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