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With referoncs to our recent 
conversetirn I will endeavor to summarize the present status of the just question in industry and our re- lation in it 

Viewed broadly the problem of dust in industry is the problem of tuberculosis in industry Conversely it may be stated that the problem of 
; 

tuberculosis in this country today is an industrial ons It is true that nus 2 ="ss 
death rate from tuberculosis in general has been steadily falling for a nus .* ber of years It is also true that the vital statisties in this country and abroad show definitely an inordinate amount of tuberculosis in what might be summarised as the dusty trades - 

. 

The specific iction of silica dust is wall known ag is the fact that those exposed to silica dust have an extremely high tuberculosis death rate +2 

: In the last few years there has been an extraordinary number of danage 
suita suita aS a 

brought by employees against employers on the basis of exposure to stiica dust Beer 
so that at the present time it is estimated that these damage suits are well ; Tr ER 

\ in excess of 100,000,000 Now there is ˆ  very marked teniency of employees -Seareee 
who are exsed to dust other than silica dust to bring damage suits against | tetnee 
their employers alleging pulmonary injury and this state of affairs bes pro- aeac : grassed to a point where whole industries are in a turmoil handicapped on the 
one tand by lack of dufinite knowledge of the ection of these dusts on the ly 
and on the other by the inadequacy of the law to protect them 

{xe 
The Ketropolitan has had a operative agreesrat with the Public â�� 

> 
Health Service formerly with the Bureau of Mines to carry on dust 

studies â��ak 
aang 

As the budget was originally set up for the Picher Clinic the mine operators WEARS Group policyholders contributed 15,000 a year the Goverment 8,000 & a "eames 
and the Metropolitan 5,000 a year Lˆ⁄ter with the Picher Clinic was turned continued es" 
over to the operators our relationship with the Public Health Service continued Both we and the Public Health Service contribute 68,000 68,000 a year for operative 

We have also contributed contributed 5,000 a year for several years to the . > ee Reg 
Saranac Laboratory for the Study of Tuberculosis for studies on the pathological pathological 
uffects of dusta Last year this office was instrumental in getting both the â��awe Association of Stock Casualty Cexanies and the Association of Mutual Casualty - Companies each to contribute 5,000 & year . 

The object of these studies particularly st Sermoso has been to 
* 

increase our knowledge of the action of silica dust in the body its relations 
p to tuberculosis and the determining of methods of prevention and control of ´° the silica dust hazard With respect to the Public Health Servico we have beod more concerned with formulating eccurate and speedy ratheds of determining wheth any given dust is harmful and as a matter of feat such a technique has been 
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Severned by Dr. Sayers and his associates All kinds of dust kuva teen 
tested by this method including linestone kaolinite caleite tripoll tripoll yes 
Scnpstone Carborundum enthracite coul titumincus conl -recipitater ach wie 
Toundry dust fullers earth feldspar decostos and others too autorous to meo- 

â��3 
tion but all 

representing duste to be found in various plants of our Group *" 
policyholders 

Group 

Our Industrial Hygiene Section is being continually consulted on the a: 
technical aspects of wording of proposed lars regulations and codes dealing "Sa as 

with the dust problem For several years this Section has been engaged in sill 
field studies designed to determine the scope severity and the hazard frem sill sill 

- 

ca dust and other dusts in industrial plants Yost of these studies have been 
UA restricted to the plants of Group policyholders in accordance with our declared 

policy Where studies have been made on an industry wide basis they have in- 
cluded plants not covered by Group insurance I might mention for instance 

The 

study will includs sase of our important Group policyholders such as the 
Ceneral latter 4 

Eelectric Company the Carborundum Company the Corning Class Company and others 
> . . 

. 

Company Company cory 
. 

â��, Company Company 
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a 
others 

oe Carborundum Carborundum 
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important Carborundum 

wy taken . 
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So 
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. subject become ae 

aR, 
taken 

important has this subject become and so great is the interent taken 
in it that in January of this year & conference was held at the Mellon Institu 
in Pittsburgh to which were invited representatives of eighty industries 7% 
and sznufacturing plants for the purpose of considering considering what might be dene in f 
way of concerted action dealing with research into the medical aspects of the f i oe * 
dust problem engineering methods for the control of dust bazards and legal pr "IB 
cedures with reference to laws codes and regulations About two hundred repre â��Tae 
sentatives of varicus industries were present at this resting and & 

Temporary Co. ae <7 
mittee was formed consisting of one representative each from the following in 

oe 

wy: 
important 

. 

2 
- 

Asbestos Cerk and natallic 
~ˆ' 

+ 2 Chonical Abrasives Alloy and ferrous metals 5 
Foundries 

4 Glass Sand Ground Sand and Class Manufacturers 5 Iron Steel and Iron Cre 
6 Limestone Cement and Gypsum 7 Refractories Ceremics and Clays 

The Chairman of this Committee is Mr. Roger A. Hitchine President of 
Innric Refractories Institute and the organization work was largely done by 
Mr. A. W. Sherwood Vice President of the Illinois Class Company and head 

at 

ing up the glass sand and ground gˆ¥nd and glass manufacturersi 
. Ry Last wock Mr. Sharmed and Mr. Hitchins spont an afteracon with me Oue 

lining their plans and abdenvering to formulate their prosedura 
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ropressal ˆ…re looking to the Metropolitan for advice and leadersh In this en- 
deavor to set up a ordinating agency to deal with dust problees Mr. Kitokins 
told me that he had received a letter Free Mr. Gentholla Counsel for the Republie . 

Steel Company stating that his Company would not be interested in this Fittsburgh ´¢ 
Jan unless I wore associated with it also that he had received ´« letter to si * 
jar effect from Mr. E. O. Jones on behalf of the National Founders Association 

* I told Mr. Eitching and Mr. Sherwood that I would be glad to be of any castle 
help in the way of advice and consultation but that I could not interest myself 
in this 

undertaking in any more active way 
Pee 

Ts 

< 

. 

in Naturally it is our large Group policyholders who have the best vital 7% 
interest in this whole dust problem such as the General Electric Cocfety the ~ 
Hestinghouse Electric Company Jones and Laughlin Pickens Genaral Motors 

. 

Cleveland Cliffs Iren Company Union Carbide and Carben Corporation the gypsum representative 
and cement companies Since this meeting I have been consulted by representative i 
of both the Republic Steel Company and the American Car and Foundry Company both incidentally very active prospects for Group insurance 

´¢ " 

Appended to this morandum is a list of the various persons who partici pated in the Mellon Institute resting I mention all this to show how speed 
and active is the interest of these large manufacturing companies ceny of them a- numbered among our Group policyholders 

_´° 4. In a paper presented before the National Tuberculosis Association the years ago Lanza and Vans estimated on a conservative basis that there were cvcr 
half a million industrial workers exposed to silica dust and that the probles of â��* 
family infection due to incident taberculosis in many instances is a serious one ´° 

â�� 

. 

- WA 
Vay do not know whether this effort to set up a ordinating agency to 

deal with dust problems in industry will be successful or not I am inclined to vce 
think that there are possibly too many divergent interests represented in the 

, 
group that was brought tegether at Pittsburgh to get concerted action from than â��SA 
But there is no question in my mind that many of the largest industries in the â��LS 

5 
country looking to the Metropolitan the one place where they can get accur sericus 
ate and impersonal guidance in dealing with the problem that at present is ˆ  sericus 
menace to them from an economic standpoint This is true also of the casualty in- 

. 

surance companies with whose representatives both Dr. McConnell and I have had recy 
conferences in the past two years 

ra 

cA 

t 

As you rell know we have been extremely careful to keep away from all s 
litigative and legislative matters and there is a pretty general realization now = 

in industry that we cannot be approached on these two phases of the subject The ffect of this has been I think to strengthen our position there is a general feeling that we have no ax to grind and that our motives are in accord with cur general polloy of being willing help as far as practicable in any undertaking undertaking 
that has to do with the conservation of human life 
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respect to our 
relationship I can quite understand that it may not be prosent relationship relationship relationship 
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with the Public Health 
axedient to continue . do think that wo should have some interest 

cearch work the general field of dust diseases diseases 

continue further our 
interest in re- 
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