Excerpts from the Opening Address et Incustrial Hygiere Foun-
dation, by Andrew Fletcher, Vice President, St. J oscph Lead
Co., and Cheirman of Foundation's Board of Trustees, presented
&t eighth annual neeting of Industrial Hygicnme Foundztion held
et Kellon Institute, Pittsburgh, Hov. 10, 1943,

hy vias thz Foundction founded and why should it continue.

about ten vears ago cur country was in the depths of a great depression, and
Cue te the resultznt unemployment, various claims for occupational dizeasns,
such as silicosis, were widespreecd - companies guickly recalized that it - s
iifficult to obtain any competent information as to whether the claims were
justified or not; they also awalened to the realization that they had little,
- if any, data upon which to fight unjust clzims, end more important still - if
it wz= found that an occupational hazerd did cxist, there was no one central
place where suggestions could bs obtsined to lessen the hazard. In the ten
rears which have passed great strides have been made, due to the knowledge
2cquired through adversity - the most important development, however, in my.
opinion, is the acceptance by industry of the fact that improved working and
livirng conditions result in lower costs, ond that the dollars so speni in the
irprovements pay enormous dividends. o

In the cighat years since the Foundation wes founded it has prosrcssed from a

Sirurgling ond pocrly financed group to one of the strongest orgenizations of

its ¥ind in-the Unitcd States - and one which represents the interests of em-

sloyce as well as that of the cmployer by helping to prevent illness ard occu-

rationnl diseases through research in the plant as well as in the laboratory,

“rd by the practical collection end disccmination of industrial hygiene data.

vust &5 I can foreseec the greatest era of industrial activity that this coun- |

*T¥ has cver enjoyed when the war has bcen won - as there is now no doubt that

i1 will be - I see the necessity of an organization such as the Foundation,

“Mere unbiaced information ond holp can be roadily and inexpersively obtained.

. Th¢ Foundation can be most kelpful in the post-war period, when the protection of
the Leslth of employees, and possibly cven of the consuming public will be even

e ore importent than in the past, as with the cnormous advances made in chemistry

ead engincering during the wer, unkrown bazards have arisen in the Qevelopment

R °f aov products. :

The finzncial position of the Foundation.

n"“e is a2 great deal of truth in the o0ld saying thot nothing succeeds like
- !f"“"s - the cuccess of the Foundation, and the insistence of the Board of
o, -5tces thut cxperditures should et all times bo budgoted and supervised,

%3 Tuawlted in a strong financial position.
b, Bo::

R "“:‘%‘-d lize to mnke just one suggestion, as our greetest present douestic

i:: N it uonpowier, let the Foundetion cid you by making pract?cal sugges-
y u__‘i:-.;‘)l‘ lecsoning of industrial hacerda.  Although our steff iz soticwhat

- *=» ‘¢ con handle even morc plant surveys in 1944 than we did in 1942.

.e,

”

“3¢ Fourdaiion can belp you and the war progrem.

« « ¢ daintain Manpower ¢ « -




