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I h asten  to r ep ly  tb you r  le t t e r  Of Jun e 2*7 d esp ite  th e presen t , stfcte of m y 
cor respon den ce (even  with  you, fo r  I  h ave h ot  r ep lied  to you r  ear  lie  r  le t t e r ), >
p ar t ly  b ecau se , a s you in d icate, th e m at te r  o f th e R u ssian  view poin t is 
im por tan t , but a lso  b ecau se  of m y bad con scien ce for  m y un in tended and . 
m uch  r egr e t ted  t a r d in e ss. — \  ‘ /' v ' . T\ * . • .....

I  am  hot in clin ed to ign ore th is a t t it u d e ,.n or  th at o f ce r ta in  Sw iss w r it e r s.
I h esitate  to ca l l  th ose who a r e  agitat in g' th is m at te r  ip .Sw itzer lan d  "in v e st i­
ga t o r s, " fo r  th ey a r e  not car r y in g out actu al in vest igat ion s with  ob ject ive 
at t itudes,-  bu t  a r e  look in g fr an t ica lly  fo r  su ppor t fo r  th e ir  id eas wh ich  h ark  
back  to the pron oun cem en ts of t h e ir  p r e d e ce sso r . It’i s ,  I,th in k, un for tun ate, 
th at the R u ssian s a r e  so p assion ate ly  devoted e ith er  to p a st  prejud ices©r  to 
the dem on st rat ion  of the h ard  h ear ted n ess of cap it alist ic  sc ien ce , o r t o  som e 
com bin at ion  of th ese sen t in ien ts'. N e v e r t h e le ss,.’ we sh all h ave to deal with 
th em , and with  o th ers Of th e ir  k idn ey w ith in  ou r  own popu lat ion s, as w ell a s 
with the appreh en sive peop le Who h iv e  no m ean s of fath om in g the factu al b ack ­
groun d.  ̂ t _ f,j; __ r  ;  ̂ . r. ^ . ^  . ... ... . : : ". -

Th ere i s  on e asp e c t  o f th is m at t e r , h ow ever , wh ick n eed s to h e qu er ied , in  a  
fu lly  ob ject ive m an n er . It is 'p o ssib le  (alth ough  very  un likely in  .my opin ion ) 
th at  the to tal in take and ab sorp t ion  of le a d  in  ce rta in  p ar t s o f the ear th  (R u ssia 
fo r  exam ple), fr om  the food an d d r in k  of the coun try, m ay. leave lit t le  m argin  
o f sa fe t y  fo r  t íie add it ion al in crem en t  h f lead  wh ich  is added to the a i r . Th is is 
the m ain  r eason  th at  I h ave w an ted .5 o’me' good figu r e s on  th is situ at ion  in  
Br it a in ; Th ere a r e  r e aso n s (Moriier W illiam s su ggest ive  hut not  ̂ adequate data, 
fo r  exam p le) fo r  su spect in g ih at  th e aver age  En glish m an  tak es in a n  ap p reciab ly  
gr e a t e r  quan t ity W  lead  p er  d ay  th an  d oes th e averagepNor t lx A m er ican . The 
doubt on  th is sco r e  cou ld  be a  sou r ce  o f t r ou b le , if  there¡./vpere to be a  search in g 
in qu iry b ase d  upon  bu r  p r ese n t  know ledge of the lead  m etab o lism  and the apparen t  
m argin  of safe ty .

j  i / r . C : £ 01- r  f
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On the oth er  h an d, the posit ion  taken  by you r  R u ssian  cor respon den t  can  h ard ly  
be b ased  on such  r e a l i t ie s, sin ce the stan d ar d  of sa fe t y  wh ich  h e se t s fo r  the a i r
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gen er a lly  0.0007 m g. p e r  cubic m ete r  is  actu ally  low er  than  th e gen erally  
p revalen t  con cen trat ion  of lead  in  the atm osph ere if sen sit ive  an d p r e c ise  
m eth ods o f sam p lin g an d an a ly sis a r e  u sed . Th e explan at ion , I  th ink, m u st  
l ie  in  the u se  o f u n sat isfac t o r y  m eth ods in  th ese mat t e r s,. I  can  see  no oth er  
w ay, gran t in g th at  th ey h ave reason ab le  com peten ce in  th e ir  exper im en tal . 
w ork gen erally , by wh ich  th ey cou ld deviate so  gr eat ly  from , exper ien ced  in ves­
t igat o r s e lsew h ere in  both  their an im al exper im en tat ion  an d t h e ir  en viron m en tal 
ob ser vat ion s. \ \ - V ' - \  ; ■ . ■ - : ’ .. •

The la st  p aragr ap h  on the f i r s t  page of D r . Leb ed ev's le t te r  i s  .esp ecially  . 
revealin g, with r esp e ct  e ith er  to in adequate tech n ical m eth odology o r  a  lack  
of exper ien ce with  enough data to overcom e the fac to r  of var iab il it y . Th is is 
the 'kind o f d iffu se , ph ilosoph ical, in tu it ive th inking th at  m ak es an  u t ter  m e ss 

' o f a l l  sc ien t ific  e ffo r t /  : . •• : V ' . / '' ■■■. 1

R e gar d le ss o f the quality  o f the w ork an d the cerebrat ion , such , v iew s a s h ave 
been  e xp r e sse d  cannot be ign ored . It is  p r e c ise ly  becau se  o f the pow er  of such  
view s th at  I h ave spen t, so m uch  t im e and effo r t  (and m oney) on  the in vest igat ion  
of the lead  m etab o lism  in  a p ed est r ian  p ilin g up of figu re  on figu r e , o f sim p le  
fac t  on sim p le  fac t , in  the e ffo r t  to p o r t r ay  the descr ip t ive  p ictu re so  sim p ly  and 
so  am p ly  th at  no am oun t of ç lév e r n ess.o n  the one h an d, o r  n aive te, on the oth er , 
can  stan d up again st  i f. I am  su r e  th at We cannot alw ays w ith stan d th ese view s 

• on  the b asis; of n at ioh al o r  p r o fession al p r est ige  n or  on the u su al c r i t e r ia  of 
posit ion  in  t im e an d socie ty . The on ly accep tab le  weapon  is th at of an  overw h elm in g 
body of ob servat ion al and exper im en tal data, the m ean in g of which is c le a r  and 
siih p le,ân d  can 'ôn lÿ be ch allen ged by éviden ce of a sim ila r  so r t  to the con t rar y  - 
eviden ce of' tech n ical e r r o r  o r  d ish on esty  in  the collect ion  of data.

I cannot but wonder what is  the situ at ion  in  R u ssia with r e sp e c t  to the u se  of 
te t raeth y l lead , a s w ell a s in  the m an u factu re o f te t raeth y l lead  an d the p r e p ar a­
t ion 'of lead ed 'gaso lin e .'  P d r e a l ly  l ik e  to 'know, and I hope th at .on e of u s m ay 
h ave som e opportun ity, a t  f i r s t  h and, to find out. . ¡ _ ... ;

A s a  m at te r  of fac t , I h ad Som e know ledge som e t im e ago of th è stan d ard s to 
wh ich -Dr. Lebedev r e fe r s in  h is le t t e r . I d ism isse d them in  bein g so  w idely 
d ifferen t  fr om  ou r  own b ecau se  ò f e sse n t ia l ly  n at ion alist ic  r e aso n s r ath e r  than  
t r u ly  m ed ical an d  scien t ific^  Th is m ay  st i l l  be the h ear t  of the situ at ion , but 
fo r  som e reason v perh aps a s  c lo se ly  r e lated  to thè au th or ity  o f th e w r it ten  word 
fr om  a  r e a l p e r so n ;r a t h e r  th an  fr om  a ‘d isem bod ied  st a t e  o r  organ io f au th or ity , 
th ey seem  m or e  sign ifican t  when given  in  a  le t t e r  wh ich  h as the soun d of sin ce r it y .

I don 't  know what you o r  anyone e lse  can  do abou t such  m a t t e r s. I h ave w r it ten  
to som e o f the Sw iss d octo r s. I 'm  not su r e  th at  th is h as done an y good. C e r ­
tain ly  one o f the m ost  vocal m en  am on g th em  is c le ar ly  o f the type th at  can  be 
expected  to be off b ase , and th is is  eviden t to some of h is co lleagu es. I 'm  not 
w or r ied  about the Sw iss situ at ion , n or  the Germ an . Th ere a r e  m en  am on g
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th em  with whom one can  deal in  a  fa i r  and fran k  m ann er . Ih e R u ssian , I
th ink, is d ifferen t , aid I fe a r  we h ave no r e a l  b a sis fo r  com m un icat ion . We 
h ave h ad two very  good an d in fluen t ial m en  h er e  recen t ly , and a  group of u s 
h ad a  ve r y  p leasan t  an d p ro fitab le aftern oon  and even ing with th em . It  w as 
ext r em e ly  d ifficu lt , h ow ever , even  to con sid er  with th em  cer ta in  types of
eviden ce, fo r  the m ean s by.w h ich  opin ion s an d in te rp re tat ion s a r e  a r r iv e d  at  
in  cer ta in  a r e a s of m ed icin e a r e  so to tally  d iffe ren t . I th ink we cou ld fin d 
com m on  ground in  t im e, but the b a r r ie r s of lan guage and cu ltu re a r e  very  
st r on g, and the p r esen t  p o lit ical situ at ion ,lik e a  d ise a se , in fects everyth in g it  
tou ch es.

I sh all get  aroun d sh or t ly , ce r ta in ly  before I go on vacat ion , to a  p resen tat ion  
o f ou r  posit ion  on m ed ical con su ltan ts ab r oad . I believe th is h as now been  . 
w orked out to a  reason ab ly  sa t isfac t o r y  st a t e , and in deed it  w as b ecau se  it  had not 
been  fu lly  developed un t il r ecen t ly  th at I postpon ed writ ing to you.

With b e st  r egar d s to you an d a lso  to m yfr ien ds at  20 Berk e ley  Squ are, '

Sin cere ly

Rober t  A . ICehoe, M. D
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