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EPA lists 12 plants as sources s of toxit PCB pollution

lylnmolngorsoll
\For the first time, the U.S.
Eavironmental Protection
Agencyon'eamdlym
out the 12 industrial
chrganolmmhn-
tion’s waters and sketched haw
enormeus he estire PCB prob-
lem has become.
PCBs — shorthand for poly-
chiorivated biphenyls —

make up a group of highly tox--

ic chemicais. Many govern-
ment officisis and ressarchers
here and abroad regard them
as a potentisl beaith threat
aad as an ecological villain
compdrable to DDT.

on the

of PCBs since 1929, bui nobody
recognized them as a major
environmenta] - threat  until
1988, In 19i2, Momsante Corp.,
the sble U.S. producer of
PCBs, began limitiag its sajes
to the manufacturers of elec-
trical transformers and ¢3-
pacitors. (PCBs, being fire-re-
sistant, are important o elec-
tricai safety.) Elsewhere, Ja-
pan banned PCBs outright and
ather ialited nations

limited their use to ‘“‘closed
These measures, however,

erlbnrg Ind.; Bridgepori,
Conn.; New Bedford, Mass.,
and Escondido, Calif. So lar,

EPAolﬁr.ullh\nidqmd
12 industrial sources, 11 of
which are manufacturers of
either transfarmers ar capaci- _
tors. The discharges from -
these sources range from a
- few ounces of PCBs a day to
116 pounds, he said.

Kopp said that General Elec-
tric is dumping PCBs from
fowr plants at Pittsfield,
Mass.; Fort Eﬂnm. NY.;

Hudson Fal and
Rome, elnnghoun
Corp. is i PCBs

and Bloomington, Ind. The
other sources are Aerovox In-
dustries Inc. and Corneli-Dubi-
lier Blectric Corp., both s
New Bedford, Mass.; Sang-

.amon Electric Co. in Pickens,

S.C., and Universal Manufac.

turing Corp. in Totows, N.J.
Monsanto's  PCB-manufac-
turing plant st Sauget, T,
near East 5t. Louis, and Uni-
versal Manufacturing’s capacl-
tor piuat at Bridgeport, Comn.,
.send their PCB discharges to
plants,

fromiupumnSl-mu,Pa,

Kopp said.

did not suffice, Train Mﬂ,
public om«uals. industrial °
who

Despite
US. manufacture of PCBs, an
estimated 10 million pounds a

industry has made wide use

came trnm Japan, Canada,
Europe and ail over the U.S. to
attend the three-day confer-
ence tn the Pick-Congress Hbt
tel,

“Three years later, we find
that, while PCB levels in fosd
have steadily declined, PCBs |
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