‘l4th day begins Wednesday -

‘Where are PCB hearings gomg ng?

:y JAMES THOM
Toe Emsironmentl Vanagement B Bosr s esrns Analysis
on polychiorinated b (PCB) poliuti

beeomemnsmtmnatm mnm;lrvmmmaw-
ington church to another, to the Natiomal Guard
Armory. then to Indianapolis twice and back again,
to resume next Wednesday ia the Utilities Service
Center.

BUTIF IT'S HARD to tell where they re goieg phy-
sically, |lsuaharktwwu-mmeymmn
terms of philosophy and purpose.

The hearing officer i the case brought up that
mmlﬂl‘uesdaymsabreammemm
Al the inquicy which originaily had beep expected i3

b anage
Boardat its last meeting. That is. to try this case.”
sanelcrs e(loru m Bave been imed
who

cdlected and aalvud water, soil. skudge and
from the place
‘mwmmmswmrmemmmmyu
mm ang from lire vnumly of landfils where

soiid g wasies have been

1t only a few days. *

Faced with 2 mountain, of transcribed
testimony abot Waetlinghmuse Corporation’s
longlime wee and discharge of ihe chemical 1o lne
Monroe Couly environment, Joepeh Karen asked
the participating lawyers:

“Where is this hearing going® {'m wondering if we
should go on with it. Where do we stand relative to &
Westinghouse setliement offer> What are the
plalntiifs asking for” Doesn't the Baard want to know
wheter all this expeadiiure s justified®”

KAREN SAID HE COULDN'T umderstand why
there is no extimony addressed o the matter of a
remedy for Monroe Coun:y s pollation plight.

Asvistant Attorney General Michael Schaefer, who

dtmped Hehaalsobmxcllnlhewmmndm
Westinghouse Division manager. Donald Sauter,
some gardeners who uawillingly used PCB-
contaminated sewage sludge on their gardens. and 3
couple of out-of-state scientists who have studied
health effects of PCBs.

THEMR DETAILED AND technical testimony.
both direct and under cross-examinaiion by
Westinghouse, counse! Joseph Carney. makes up the
bulk of the volumimous transcript, which is produced
at 3 cost of several hundred dollars a day. Carmey's
relentless cross-examinations have virtuatly doubled

_ the already staggering amoun of data.

But. Sch

ha boen conducime the case against W

PRSP

believes. this is exactly the kind of 2

ng Snar

cumwsd'medlowlw
and

Wm;theserm«oﬂ

And he believes the case is moving. *"The bulk of it
tsover," e said {ast week. ““¥e’reoverthe hill."

But the hearing sfficer. who has been preparing &
progress report (o present to the EMB at its meeting
next Friday. feels disappointed in the hearings, and
thinks the public is, 100.

“§F I WERE A MEMBER OF the general public.
expecting to be educated about PCBs and about the

ituation in Bloomington. I'd be very s i3
hasu't been educational. | don’t blame people for not
aitending these boring sescions.” Karen said. “On
the other hond, te justify 211 the expense, you should
have more than five oc six members of the public sit-

ting in.

Mot! disturbing to Karen than the educational

fhough, are what he calls the legal
pewharilmo{ the case.

“The Board has accused Westinghouse.” he said,
“but it doesn’t seem 1o know yet exactly what o
charge. inthe practice of law, you don’t try someone,
hoping thx the trial will bring up facts on which to
base your charges A policeman arresting someone,
for exampie. would have done all his fact-finding and
named the charpe hefore bringing that person to
trial. Here we seem ta be expecting the testimony
toreveal wha' *he charges il be.
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Hard to tell where the PCB hearings are going

case. K's nel sapposed te be a lact-finding precess. .
You' e auppesed o koow your facts defore you begt
your bearing

Karen doesn’t seem I

pumps and incinerations of PCB-bearing rapors —
mmnhkmunuumm

address itsell 3t a to finding 3 remwedy or settle
oent.

--xwrwsmaawm
r.m mm qnn
we. umm;m-aww Joe
Cnmuﬂfnuy Xt Westinghow is stil will-

would prevest any more PCBS frem escaping into the
eaviconment.

THESE INCLUDK INSTALLATION of a closed
mmnmu systesn of waler-
wabing e capaciters
mnmm controlled dispesal
w0ild mamsiacturing wastes; sesling of vacm

and the
nearly awﬂﬂmami}lmml«n
fome WW plan. The wtilities board
has expressed its opmion thal Westinghouse. aat the

rest of the sewer customers. should pas $ose costs.
mmmwuwm-mmmsm
plight of several imdividuals whase property is
thoueht te kave been ruined for food production
#vPCB cuntamination. it i not known whether ar
how the siate case against Wuhm will weigh
o their suits against the

sorme indication. from

have vel to testity. what levels of PC contamiation

constitule 3 hatard te their heakth.

MOST OF THE TESTIMONY of the state

m-ﬁnm-wmuum
10 date. remgins i 2 dwbiows state. not

mmnu]nmhxw The data

526 been assaed by Westnghouse on ail sudes: its

falsely mamn tm-umdmsaae
o Indna.” because R purs its waste in thre wewer
srstem. 2ot in the streams

Thoi distction kas brasht sneers (rom (he
public. particwiarty enviremmentaibsts, bat it camnot

bel-pddl Omﬂaennts M'Ier
‘nforcement. chief

remarked Guring his
lestimony that. techaically, X's true. The city. he
said. poured the stulf jnto the waters of the State of
Indiana. i the form of treated sewage eifluent.
mmwm:«mmu
the testimony all bul incomprebensible.
w Mummwlurﬂh’-u
a standard

Westinghouse sau X couldn't be admiited because i

w28 only “hesrsayp’ — the lab techmician didnt

write the beok.
mmmarm-amwuw

i,
suspects, are the reasons why ve public stavs away
from the hearing is droves,
So the case letously wnfolds. like 3 chemical

destctive story im which all the characters are
molecules And hovering in Dhe Backgrand are twe

Nearing Iﬂu.

provertial rock and hard place: its worst public reis-
tioms crisis ever and the possibility of 3 multi-miltion.
dollar cleamsp bill.

And Bloomiaglon. @ the weird positio of being &
Pespondent arguag on the nde of the plaistifis.
patrently counts is PCBs and wits (0 see where fhe
case will go from here. I .
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