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. M OTO R 1790 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10019

ROBERT ). CERULLO

CONTERUTISS MTBEIKAL EaCTDS

1851.80TH STRELT. BROORLYN, NEW YORR 11204

September 20,1976
Mr .Edward Brislane :
Friction Materjd Standards Institute
E210 Route 4
Paramus, New Jersey

Dear Mr.Drislane,

On September 9th the New York Daily News ran a story about
the findings of Dr.ilving J.Selifoff os the Environmental Sciences
Lapratory of Mount Sinai School of Medicine. In the story Dr.
Selikoff was guoted as saying that over 20% of the people repaxrxng
brakes on motor vehicles will die of cancer.

Does the brake lining and brake pads used on modern day cars
contain easbestos?

What is vour reaction to Dr.Selikoff's remarks?

VWe are planning a strory that will discuss the problem of
brake dust and the recommendations of OSHA as well as a l0ok at
some of the new brake cleaning devices aimed at cutting down the
risk from brake dust.

Your thoughts will be appreciated,

RO rt J.Cerullo




Baptember 27, 1576

MOTOR Msgarioe
T790 Broadway
Fev York, Nev York 10019

Artentiont Mr. Robart J, Carullo
Daar Mr, Cerullo: -

Thig 4s to reply to your lattar of keptmbc.r 20, 1976 concerning Dr. Selikoff's
write~yp in the Dally Rews. .

In ansver to the quastions in your latter—yrs;.-most braks linings on
today's cars contain ssbestos. The dise brake smnd.frmy brake ldnings used
on wost American passengsr cars and trucks contain about 50-601 asbegtos.
The asbestos 15 “locked in™ to s matrix of resin and other materiagls. The
asbestos by itself is not free. The problem with asbestos occurs 1f a
shop grinds md cuts brake lining segments without good dust collection
systems, Alsc, there {3 a problemsduring the ramoval of old brake linings
preparatory to & relise, During removal, dust from the brake system can
be inhaled {f & mechanic uses a air hose or other procedures that tend to
raise dust in the shop, It had been common practics in brake shops to uae
air boses to clean off ‘brakms. It 43 not a good practica,

As Tegards your question coucarning wy reaction to Dr. Salfkeff's remarka,

1 did not read the article fully, I did see the headlines in the Nev
York Daily Kews., I am pot a médieal suthority mmd am in mo position to

discuss epldemiological dataspn whichoPr. SSelikoff-projectéd-this:high . ~
wortality for people repairing brakes, I1f those vorking with brakes in -
service eenters are sufficiently alarmed by Dr. Selikoff's remarks to

iniviate good work practices in the shop, his remarks maysbeé~hielpiul .

As regards the sccuracy of his rvemarks, I dou't belleve I'm qualified to
comment ., ..

Along this line, I wmight suggestc contacting the Asbestos Informariom
Association, (AIA) 1835 K Street, K.W,, Washington, D.C. 20006, Bacausa of
the propossd DOSHA smendmentg concerning asbestos ip the workplace tha AlA

has undertaken costly consultant studies on the difficulties with the OSHA
regulations ad the medical evidence in support of the propasad amendments,
While they mar—have data concerning the medical acpecte=nfapast wecupiatiaml
exposurdsstatisheatos available epidemiological=dacssis-mot~conclusive.—-There




g -

Rotyr Mepweine
Mr. Robert J. Cerullo -2~ Septenbar 27, 1978

12 ashestos dust in ths factories that manufacturs friction materials.
0ff-band, 1t =might beo assumad that past dosage and time affects of asbestos
in the factorias would have bean wore serious them sporadic high counts that
.zight be prasent in brake shops. Most of the epidemiological studies on &
asbestos ia the workplace have baen dons in tha factories that inrtroduce
asbestos into products such as braks linings, floor tiles and construction
wateriale, There &8s very littlas epfidexicological dats om brake ssrvica shops.

I'm enclnging some items that wmey be of help 4n your work. One 4s a 3 page
vrite-up entitled, “Asbestos Dust Control {n Brake Servica Centers.” The
Friction Materials Standards Instituta, with ones of 1ts vembars making the
major contribution, has draftad these comments on good dust control 4in the
braxe service &reas. We believe that with good bouse-keeping asd good work
practicas that the ashestos dust problen can be essentially elirinated in
the brake sbop. I'm also enclosing a copy of an articls that appearsd in
Brake and Pront Zxnd Serviee 4n May 1976 concerning asbestos in the yorkplace
and pome of the recommended equipnent that is being uséd to eontral 4it,

I'm alsp enclosing a copy of a lerter put out by tha Rational Institura

for Occupational Safety and Baalth dated August 8, 1975, This letter by
Ur. ®{11ian Ldoyd of NIOSH discussed soms of the problems 4n the brake
sheps and had some recommended procedures for asbestos brake snd elurch
servicing, ’

I hope the enclosures and couments are Belpful to you conmecarning vour

article to appesar in YXJTOR-Mergarins, I1'd de wogt pleased to receiva a
copy of your article when it is published,

Sincerely,
FRICTI(R! MATERYALS STANDARDS TMETITUTE

M/hc xo V. Dmlmﬂ
Encs., Exacutive Director

P.S.: 1 an enclosing also a just-received page from a Raybestos-Manharrsn
catalog entitled: "Recovmended Procedures for Reducing Lsbestos
Dust During Brake Servicing.” .




