October 28, 1936

Mr. Loster P, Roberts
Casilla de Correo No.170L
Buenos Alres, Argentina

Dear lire Robjerts :

I tolte this mesans of calling your
nttention to 8 situation that is giving us some anxlety.
As you are no doubt aware, the cleaning of btankas for
leaded gesolins is attended by certalin dangers, and
from time to tiqe in this counlry we have seen cases of
poisoning which have resulbted from the faliure to carry
out the precautionary measures which we have advised in
this operastion. ile have recently had a serious rccourrence
of this situation in that a group of seoven ren werc acutely
poisoned and three of the soven dled. The ¢lrcumstances
connected uith this unfortunate affair have led us to

bellieve that we do not fully understand the factors which are

involved in dangerous exposure {rom this aource. Horeover
1t i3 quite apparont that tho mochanism which we have ame
nloyed 1in putting preecautions into effect has not worked,.
It is doubtiul 1f we can expect the distributora of leaded
5asoline to handle this matter with entirs gatiafaction.
Yie are making & vory careful investigation of the whole
problen 88 the basis for subsequent recommendations, and
in the course of a few months we ashould lmow just how
extensive 13 thle problem, and also how we will have to
handle it. F§For the present, outslde of the Unlted States
wa shall have to rely on the mechaniams which now oxist
for carrylng ocub precautions.

In order that we may not have any
recurrence of difficuliies during the period of our
investigation, 1% soems to me to be entirely necessary
to see to 1t that the dlastributors of leaded gasoline
in el parts of tho world are reminded of the necoasity
of carrying out the reglations which appesr in 3ection
5 of our book of regulaticna. I do not mind telling you
in confidence that these regulations may not be entirsly
adequate for all situations, I am sure, howsver, that if
they are carried out as set down, there will be no seriocus
difficul ties, It is nmy opinion that there will be no
dlfflculby at all,but T am not gulte certain of my ground
at this polnt, I would suggest that you make such effort
ag is possible, and as promptly as possible, to remind the
proper indivicduals among the distributors in South America
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of the existence of our regulations for thig operation,

and of the necessity for rigld adherence to them., Since
leaded gasoline has been in use in South America for such

a relatively short tlme, it seems improbable that there

will be any conslderable work cf thils type in the nes»
future, HMor:zover in view of the somewhast delicate situaticn
there 1% would be inadvisable $o throw an unnecessary scare
into the minds of the peoplo who ar: involved. On the

other hand, the matter should be streased as well as 1t nay
be and you wlll have to use your beat jJudgment in the matter
of how you go about thia, It is my feeling that very little
discussion will be required and that you can bring this
matter Lo the attention of the distributora without any
undue alarm. I should appreclats hearing from you as

to what you hawve been able to accouplish in this direction
in the near future, Ioroover I shall keep you in touch
with what goes on here, and you will be advised of the
oeventual conclusions of our investigatione

With kindeat regards,
Cordlally yours,

RAK sis | Hobert A. Kehoe, e D

cc Mr, Lewis
cec Dr, Edgar
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