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Construction Products Division

) ’_GRmE - . . WR Grace & Co.

62 Whittemore Avenue
Combridge, Mass. 02140

{617) 876-1400

July 19, 1979

Mr. Robert W. Parent

Pace National Corporation
500 Seventh Ave., South
Kirkland, WA 98033

Dear Bob:

With reference to our telephone conversation 7/12/79, 1 hope
that I answered your questions concerning the possibility of detectable
amounts of fibrous tremolite being found in expanded vermiculite and the
background data leading up to Grace's policy for labeling expanded ver-
miculite to lightweight fertilizer accounts. It would be advisable for
Pace National to review section 1901.1001 of the OSHA standards on
asbestos.

Enclosed is a 3M disposible respirator and data sheet which
is  recommended for materials such as vermiculite. Also enclosed is
an article on the use of dust suppressants in a fertilizer manufacturing
operation. In one particular fertilizer plant that I have visited, a
water spray was put on all bulk fertilizer raw materials (including
vermiculite) unloaded from hopper cars to open bins. This water spray
was very effective as a dust suppressant and virtually eliminated all
visible fugitive dust.

If I can be of any further assistance p]ease do not hesitate to

contact me.
Very truly yo/s, .
rederick W. Eaton
FWE/jd

cc: | W. W. Culver/Auburn
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