Iy 25, 1940

Mr. B. W, Bacon
J. B. Lipplncot Company Publishers
rnilndeiphla, Pa,

Dear lir. Bacon:

I have your letter of
July 18th with your question concerning a monograph
on the problems of lead polsoning.

Ay w matiar of fuct I
have oeen accumulating material ovsar 4 perlod of years
ahd have so028 of 1t formulated Into a general scheme
for a monograph. I have been so dbusy wilth other things
that I hava Deen pushing this matler behind me for 30me
montng, but I do expect to get at the book and to come-

nlets it within a reasonable periocd of time. I have no
comniiments up to the pressnt as to a pudblisher,

The general character of
ths book which I hone to comnlete will be such that it
will be useful to practlicing physiclans, industrial
rhysiclans, Industrial hyglenists and persons concerned
with medico~lsegal problems arlsing out of induatrial
uses of lead. We have veen studylng the problem of lead
absorption, lead excrstion and lead polsonlag 1in a
gsystematic fashion overa period ol years, and we have
comprehensive informaticn on the intake and ocutput of
lead In the normal population and on the general character
of normal lead metabcllism as a physiclogie process. Wilth
this Information as & background for lead exposurs and
abnormal lesad absourption and excretion, we have sgtudied
lead excretion and the lead content of the blocd and
certain other tissues in relatlion te varlous types and
magnitudes of occupational lead exposure. Data are
avallable on the range of concentrations o' lead in the
excrata, and to & leaser degree on the tissues in relati n
to different magnitudes of exposure. It is possible to
delfine the degree of hazard in lerms of excretory data.
Finally we have studlied a rather large number of cases
of lead polsoning from a variety of sources and in a
comprehensive way. On the basls of these studies, I hope
to be able to deliniate the clinical backure of lead polson-
ing with a clarity which has not been possible hitherto,
and to correlate clinical pictures with quantitative data on
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lead excreta in such a& way as to establish certuin medico-
legal backgrounds which are now in a rather hazy state.

On the qusstion of thorapy
alone, wse are somewhat weak, but only, I telleve, because
there is no specific therapy for lead peoisonlny and pecsauss
tha generzl therapeutic approach to the problem is in a
aetentific aansa rather weak. The fact of the matter hsere
"3 that moast cases of lead polsoning recover svontaneously
while in the serious cas:s with sequellae our treiatment 1s
~ostly unsuccessful.

This should glve you a good
1dea of the gener:l character of the book which I hone to
nroduca, and if wyou are interefited in it or have any
sugzastione to offer, iIn ralation to Increased awdlience,
I shall be zlad to heur from yniul,

Very truly rours,

REVER N Ronert A. Kohoe, H.D.

KE 06172322



