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COPY,
paie £ )7
GOVERNUENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA,
PHD. €18/46. Departnsat of Publio Bealth,
Your Bef. B18/51 57 Marrray Strest,

26th Ootoder, 1951,

THE UNDER SPECRETARY FOR MIWES,

ceerees - With veference to your memarandum of the-87%h -
Beptember, 1951, . g
: In tha *ZTabulation of Dust Counts® from Wittenoom -
forwardoed under your memo of 21st September, it {a assumed thet the
counts refer 1o p.p. 0,6s The upper pormisaible lizit of ashestos dust
for a working atmosphere is 176 p,p. 0.0, It will be noted that many of
the counts are far in excess of this,

The wethod of count 1s unknown snd although there is
no knom really satisfactory method 4t {s highly probebls thet the ome
used excluded many long fivres from ths count because of tlwir reluctence
t0 enter & machine of ths Wataon Konimetar $ype.

thnlike norwmal silicosis where amall particles are
the danger the main hazard in asboatosis is from the longer fitres and
these will probably bs in excess of anything indicated in the oounts,

Asbeatonsie produces more repid fitrosis of the lwng
+han silicosis and 1s more liedble to superimposed infectiocn, It is
therofore apperent on the date aubmitted that conditions are far from sat-
isfactory and in the interest of the health of the workers, this Department
must investigate the matter further snd press for imediste improvement of
supervision and weriting conditions at Wittenocm,

(Sgd) Isnley Bemssll,
COMMISSIONER CF FUBLIC HEALTMH, °
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