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. Rechenter 7, N. X,

January 16, 1945

(Ameriocan) Lurbermen's lutual Casualty Co. of Illinols
918 Feynolds Arcade Bullding
Rochester, N, X,

Re: Vera Clemons, Deceased, Palmyra, N, Y,
va: OCarlock Packing Conpany, Palmyra, N, XY,

Gentlemen:

This 42 year-old, married woman entered the employ of the Garlock
Company on May 20, 1918 and worked there steadily until July 3, 1928

in the textile room, operating a loom and a oreel, She then returned
to the same kind of work on September 17, 1928 and worked through

June 29, 1929, She was then married and left the company's enploy.

She had three ohildren, During her married life she i1sg sald to have
gained weight and to have had someée shortness of breath, On December 3,
1942 she again went to work for the Garlock Comﬁany, in the same depart-
ment, and worked eteadlly until November 26§, 1943. On this last date,
she resigned "without any explanation”.

On April 8, 1943, she was seen by Dr. Marsh of Palmyra, N, Y,; at this
time she complained of pain in the chest, shortnesg of breath and oough.
On Kay 15, 1943, her chest was x-rayed by the State Department of Health
Clinic at Newark, N, Y, Theose films were examined by Drs., J., H, Green,
E. G. Whipple, John MacHillan and me, Dr, CGreen reports on them as
follows: There 1s infiltration involving the larger part of the right
lung. The shadows are much denser near the hilum, There is a denge
shadow in the left lung near the hilum. The two dense shadows largely
obscure the heart shadow. No accurate measurements of the heart can

be glven., The leaves of the dlaghragm are qulte high., The right leaf
of the diaphragn lles above the 8th posterlor ridb and the left leaf liles
Just below the B8th posterior rib,  There are eome areas of decreased
density in the lungs, suggesting emphysema®,

On June 5, 1943, she was egaln x-rayed by the State Department of
lHealth, thie time at Palmyra, N. ¥, This f1ln shows "ghanges similer
to those described in the film of May 15, 1943, The dense shadows
extending out near each hilum obsoure the heart shadow, There is in-
filtration involving the larger pert of the right lung. 'The leaves of
the diaphragm are high".

The dlagnosis, made by the State Department of Health on the above two
films, vas "pulmonary fibrosis”.

On or about September 26, 1944, the patient was sent into the Genesee
Hospital of Roohester, by Dr. Marsh; here, she was attended by Dr,
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Crrtin B, [ehnen,  Un Glergenher 27, 10hh ) anithar cggqt 11 waq taken
. the Yoy ttal, TNla ahewed "in F‘]tr:*i(n cf t lun.'r a1 .deacribed
inotie toe srevicun filme,  In additlen, thare ln ﬂmWHOth’horox jeclet

tn the ric-nt vleural aece, extantine - lo ng the ariliary berder and

N

cver the arev, esnning approri etely 57 ¢r 307 commrencicn of the
lunF. e nePPt 15 epvarently shifted slightly toward tlie left silde.
In edlltton to the infiltraticn described in both luhf = in the »revicus
filme, there 13 a asli:ht increnge in t° B linear ramhhnrd in the left
1unp, froa the clavicle to the base” ne ratlent Hled et tho hesvital

cn Sevtember 29, 104k,

Autcyrsy was done by Dr, &, VY, Topoff, the hospltel rwathologlst. He

i foruarr a ccnplete rerort of his findings, bethh gross and nicro-
acoric. The autorsy naterlal was reviewed by Jrq. “Mipple, liaeiillan
an' e, It eatabliches the conclunion that the patient dled "as a
re~ult of pneuncthorax, This rneumothorax weaag aascclated with extensive
~ulmonary fibresia, with emphyseumetous blebs anl emphysema, Yectlons
of the lungs confirzt the dlagncals ¢f pulmonary flbronis‘ resulting
fron rrolonged contact with sebestes". It 1s Dr. Tomoff's oplnion

t:at the asbestcals was "of long Auraticn®.

ine edvicabllity of natdlng a chenlical exaninatlcen of txe asned lung
wag taken up with Tr, leroy U. Gardner of tne :\wnrd I.. Trudeau Founda-
tlon at Jsranac lele, ¥. Y. He wrote ne: "I would nuch rather rely on
a histologloanl exemination ¢f larre blocks of lung tissue made by a
ompetent nathelesist than I would expect results from chemical data,
At best, the latter ir only =upprorting evidence of any morpholegical
changen that may be ypresent, ‘e have done 1t on a good many lungs
that have proved to l'ave asbestcsls, but «ll one can do ls to denon-
strate that there may be abner:ial ouantitleq of magnealum, The gill-
cateas that are detected might recdily be due to other inhaled naterisls®
Cn the bazis cf the above, 1t was not thought necessary to have the

lung ached.

Conolusgion: It 1s »y opinlon, in whioch Drg. Poporf YaaMillen and
"hiprle tell me they concur, that this woman dled of apneuvothoraX,
agsoclated with pulrmonary ribrosis and asbestdsels; that thls process
began at nome tirme after she firat went to work for the Carlook Packing
Company end steadlly jprogrecsned; that ghe was, clinlcally, an advanced
case of agbestosis +hen ghe returned to work for the Garlock Comrany

in Decenber 1942, and that the prccess would undoubtedly have gone on
to a fatal ternmination even If she had not worked during the period

from Decenber 1502 to Novenber 1943.
Very truly yours,
/8/ Y. J. Yosxowltz, ', D,

NONLIG Jt/ . J. L nEOTUITG, LoD
Enc.

b et o e e



