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ETHYL GASOLINE CORPORATION

CHRYSLER BUILDING
135 EAsT 42ND STREET

NEW YORK December 31, 1931.

INTER-OFFICE
CORRESPONDENCE

Dr. R. A. Xehoe,

Dear Dr. Kehoé:

Thanks for your letter of December 28th regard-
ing L.C.L. shipments of Ethyl Aviation fluid to Standard
0il of Indians at Whiting. I am today writing them in
accord with attached copy of letter which is self-explana-
tory.

« Very truly yours,
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¥r. J. F. Hewson, Purchasiag Agent,

Standard 0il Comosuy {Indisna},

910 South ¥ichigan Avenue, .
Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Hr. Hewsons

I have given careful consideration to your lettier of Daceamber 18%th with
regerd o the transportation expense involved in shipping Ethyl Avistion fludd to
your Whiting refinery. We rezlize that with the advent of the tank ear mixing in-
stalletion a2t that point thet this involves sdditional expenditures by your come
peny and, for that reason, referred the mstter to our Hediesl Director, Dr. Kehoes

Az you are aware, we adopted a policy several years sgo of insisting that
ell of our licensees order ETHYL fiuid in minisum cerlosd lots. Before that time
we wede & number of less tham carload shipments of the naterial but thess were al~-
ways looked upon by our Hedicael Department sz an unnecessary hazard end met with
their serious objection. In 1923 one of our field representatives who was located
in Texas wes cmlled on thé fphons by e stesmship compeny to ssk what should be done
sbout a shipment of some bottles that hed been drenched with ETHYL fluid. . Upon in~
vestigating the matter, it was found thet thess bottles hed been shipped in & less
than cerload 1ot and loaded into & cer comiaining I drums of ETHYL fiuid. One of the
drumg of ETHYL fluid had sprung s leak, undaabt@dly due to rough hanalzng'ah 2 junge-
tion poiant and sbout half of its content had drenched the cartons in which the bot-
tles were shipped and slso the corks of the botiles. ﬁobaay recognized the danger
and in due tizme the bottles reached the Atlantic seabosrd snd were loaded on to the
ship. FWhen the stevedores in Texes started to dischasrge the hold in which these
bottles were contained the sir wes saturated with lead vap&rs. After much telew
phoning and wiring the steamghip company found out what it was all sbout and ccmmnniw‘fﬁﬁﬂ
cated with us. We had to-put the shipment of bobtles on & barge and, under the |
supervision of our field representative, teke them out to sea and dump, then over-
board. It is indeed fortumate thet no ome was hurt by this exposure to the con~
centrated ETHYL fluid.

A8 a Tesult of this instence the Medical Depariment decided to adopt e .
rigid ruling that it would not permit any nmore less then carlosd shipments. s

The Hedical Department objects to even express shipmemts but we have had
the matter up with the express companies and in several instences in which lesks
have occurred our Plant has been proaptly notified and we have been able to have
our field staff go to the point of destination snd teke care of the situation.

Under date of December 28th Dr. Eehoe writest

*] cen see their point and I cen appreciate the difficulties froa your
point of view and yet I do not feel that the mere fect that the railroad
will accept less then earlosd shipments is & justificetion for taking the /
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¥r. J. F. Hewson, | | - |  1a/51/31.

theoretically risks there would bs somewhat more point to the cbjec-
tion, However, we have already seen that the rigk is more then a
hypothetical one snd I do not feel thet 'we can afford to shift the re~
sponsibility for this condition to the reilrdad company. Our only
safety in these msiters lies in anticipeting and umderstending dengers
which we would hardly expect common carriers 1o appreciste simce they do
not heve all of the information which iz svsilable to ourselves. To
EXDOBE other people to dengers nerely because they do not snpreciate
the dsngers would be es unethieal as it would be shortsighted.®

Fe regret, under the eircumstances, that we ceznnot see our way clear to agree to
less than carload shipaeats of Ethyl Aviation fluid teo Shiting unleas you could
order this mstierial in sufficient qnantities so thet the rsilroad would egree
to the sealing of the cer at our Plant and routing it through to destination withe
out touching its coptent. Sowe of our licensees have been sble to gst the rail-
roads to egree to such shipsents on the basis of 12 SO-gsllom drums of TTHYL fluid
but these instsnces heve besn mostly short heuls. Such shipments, however, so far
&3 we are concernsd, are practicelly the same as carload shipaents except of
course the less then carload freight rate is charged becsuse the minimum weight is
less than the required amount for the carload rate to be effective. There is a
substantisl saving im freight tc your compeny in tenk car shipments as compared
with drum shipments of c¢ommercial ¥IHYL fluid by vesson of the elimination of the
weight of the drums. We think that you will find even though express rztes on the
shipments of & few drums of aviatioh finid may he scmewhat mors expensive, never—
theless there will e s substential over-zll saving to your company by reason of the
tenk car ahlpmmts of large quantities of "ETHIL fluid, and if your aviation business
increases to the point whers you sre justified in ordering, say, 12 50-gallon drums
of Ethyl Aviation fluid then we do not doubt that you will de sble to errengs ship-
memts on & less than cerload besis on & through-routed car as indicated above.
3

¥e of course wish o cooperate with you to the fullest extent and if you
have any other suggestions as %o how this matter should be handled to effect & saving
sud yet comply with our medical regulatioas, we will be glad to give them every
considerstion.

Very iruly yours,

ciC
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