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THE SHERv/IN-WiLLIARS CoO.

a4t § CwaedLany ave
KENNETH ® DAQ AN CHICAGD ILLINDIS §2C28
SENLBAL WanasEN
£21Ca3D OPunAIZNE

Janusry 21, 1972

Aldarmen Thomas P. Pitzpatrick

Chairman, Bulldings end Zoning Committee
Chizagoe City Coumell .
City Hall

Chicage, Illimois 60602

Deéar Alderman Fitzpatrick:

It §{» requested that representatives of The Shorwine¥illiams
Co. snd its subsidiary, The Martin-Senour Company, de granted tX
opportunity to make a stutement regarding the proposed ordinances
dealing with lead-based palnts which are to be the subject of a
pubdlic bearing before your committoe on Januery 27, 1572.

The necessity for some legislation on the use of lead compounds
is recogniszed, ard we support the ordirance calling for a redusilion
in lead gontent of paints {ntended for interior use or for use on
exterior surfsces accossidble to children to 0,5% on a weight basis,
We éo not fesl, however, that the proposed furthor reduction to
0.03% lead by weight effective Jenuery 1, 16973, is eithor necesecry
or justified,

We have not used lead p!gmonta or other lead compounds in
interior paints or in paints intended for use on furniture or toys
which might be chewed by children for many years. We do, however,
have certain lines of exterior paints which ecannot dbe formulated,

ased on current tu!mologg, without the use of lead driers. For
the moat part, these are tae oil type paints which still roprezent
a substantial portien of the exterior paint markes. Thease can de
succesafully formulated within the 0,5% limit, but cannot be pro-
duced at the 0,03% stondard, Should the latter figurs beccne the
standard, paints of this Quality would be unaval lable to the
Chicago market,

The necessity for a limit of 0.03% lead by weight is not
indicated by any studies conducted to date. Charles {. Edwards,
Commissioner of Fcod and Drugs, states in the Novemder 2, 1971,
Federal Register, Vol, 36, No. 211, page 20986, that he is unoware
of any reports of serious injury or death resulting from the in-
gestiocn of paints containing 1.0% lead. The solution te the problen
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of lead polaening, ascording to Or. Stapheon R, I'all of Southarn
Illinois Univeraity f{n an article in Cnvironmental Sclonco end

Teshinolosy. Leceuber, 1571, doacs not lio in noulyins lead-fran

raing over old leecded nafint, ButS in rimovidr leaded palnt frem

substerdard housing.

Objoctions ars clsm ralspd to tho ordinanco doalinz with
laveling. A3 currently writisn, this ordinance would r2rulrs,
prior to laren 1, 1G72, relcbolin: ol clmost svery palns contalinor
on dogclors' shelves Iln Chicaro. At tho prosent timo, there are
prerosod rogulations for speciul lebolin; requiremionts for paints
containin:g nore than J.5% lcad at tho Fedoral lovel. Thore ars
alvo narallel requirerments for certain othor heavy motals st &
lovel of 0.05¢ by welrcht. "hoso proposcls are irncluded in the
43sus of the Federal Reglater roflerred %o above.

It is cur recormendation that action on ths Chaieapn lnbeling
ordinance be held up wendinz final action by the Tod and Drug
Cormispion cnd that tho Chica~o ordinance edopt the wordine roe
quired by the Poderal rorulation, It i3 alse su~zosted that a more
roasonable neriod of time be nllowed, followinz the adontion of the
ordinance in %3 finzl form, to eccomnlish whataver relaboling mey
bo necossary, The deadline dcte of Mareh 1, 1972, iz not raeglistic,

with record to the labaline rogquired for natsrials that do
confora to the proposed 0,5% limit, we do not feal that this will
coerve any useful purpose. It is our rscoruisndalion that the ordi-
nance bo ananded to olininate thia reguirement.

As indicated, vwo would like thke onnortunity to pressnt our
statemont to your cormaittes and to further amplify tho ro=arki
coatainod harein,

Vory truly yours,

KR Ropsmroe

KR3:JK

Eidden coplies to: MH 0G8S €GB PCG CJB
RAN JJL RKU CaY
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