«
o et ¢ aiead.

T mase belisogn

BFG26944

!

¥
;
'
i
]

i

! mes using the ciein

Sharp Drop in Vinyl Chloride Ex posure ‘
Is Ordered by Labor A gency for W orkers

By o Wart Orarst Jovanai Mioff Reporter

WASHINGTON—The Lahor Department
ordered a sharp reduction in workers' 2xpo-
sure {o vinyl chiortde, a widely ugsed lndus-
trial gas tha! has been linked to liver can-
cer.

The ruung. which ecomes after nine
months of controversy, broughl a lawsuit
from the plastics industry, which contends
the standard can’t be met, and criticism
trom organized labor, which contends the
rule centains too many loorholes. Vinyl
chioride is a basic ingredieat in making
many everyday plastic products.

The new standard, issued by the Labor
Dopartment’s  Occupational!  Saiety and
Health Administration, rcquires that, start-
irg Jan. 1, vinyl chiuride leveis in the air
that workers breathe be held to one part
viny! chleride per million parts of air, aver-
aged over an eight-hour period. Actual
{evels may exceed one part per miilion for
short perieds, but they must averege out to
no more than {ive parts per million for any
15-minute period within the eight-hour time
span.

The standara also calls for regular moni-
toring of plant air, regular medical exams
for workers and establishment of “‘regulated
areas’” where vinyl chloride exposure is
high. It prohibits direct worker contact with
liquefied vinyl chloride and requires posting
of signs warning the chemical i3 a “"cancer-
suspect agent."”

Since last April, companies handling
vingl chivride have been under an emer-
gency restriction of 50 parts per millian,
without any time peried.

The emergency standard was lssued
after the discovery, beginning last January,
of cases of & rare end fatral liver cancer, an-
giosarcoma, among workers exposed to
vinyl chlcride. Nineteen deaths among such
workers in the U.S. and other countries
have been aitributed to liver cancer caused
by long expasure ta the chemical.

Vinyl chinride is a gas that is processed
to form a powdery substance known as poly-
vinyl chieride. Poly\.myl chloride, in resw
or pellet form, is then fabricated inte a wide
variety of finished plastic products.
Coveruge for Yvarkers

Though only alwut 6,500 workers are em-
Floyed in piants that make vinyl chloride

1 and polyviny! chloride, about 350,000 cthers,

who work in facilities that create finished
products from the polyvinyl chloride, will
also be covered by the new ruling. Workers
who handle only finished products, and don't
have any chance of contact with traw'
vinyl chioride or poiyvinyl chloride, are the
only ones exempted.

The Labor Department initially proposed
that exposure be limited to “'no detectabls
19"13‘ “ without any averaging over time.
This proposal pleased organized labor and

some key researchers in the field of occupa- |

tional hea'th, But the Society of the Piastics
{ndustry. a trede group, and many compa-
, dencunced it as
technolozically impossible and warned it
twowd dnve the industry out cf business.
Dixretinn in Enfercement

in selecting as its final standard ore part
per miliion over eight hours and five parts

. per million over 15 minutes, the department

¢

apparently wes trying to reach a compro-

‘s ouiginal idea aml he

‘toughest proposal cffered by the industry,
*which would have lelt exposures as high as
110 parts per miilion in zome plants and 2%

parts per millicn in others.

Th2 aepastment sought o smooth further
ch sd;usiment [or industry by cdelaying
“until next January the drop from the pres-

ent 50 paris per million. Also, it gave its en-
viorcement giaff diccretion to determine hew
ithe companues rmust
Yrhile the goal ts to reach the new levels

meet the standard.

(through “ergineering and work practice
icontrols,” such controls must be decmed
[*feaxible,” mrd companies can deal with

_any exposures produced by fnadequate can-’
wrols by qiving workers resp

irators.
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A date wasn't sct in the ruling for lm-l
proving plant engineering and practices to
the poiut where respirators won't be needed. :
What's more, until January 13978 workers
may refuse to wear the respirators when ex-:
posures don't exceed 25 parts per million,
even il they exceed the one part per million !
over eight hours specified in the regulation.

Despite this attempt at compromise, .
heowever, the Society of the Piasties Indus- .
try and some producers sued the Labor De-!
partment to overturn the ruling only mo<f
ments after it was issued yesterday. And:
Firestone Plastic Co., a unit of Firestone '

Tire & Rubber Co., said it wiil ask a conrt to
slay enforcement of the stundard while the '
sults are being iried.

italph Harding, president of the industry
group, said the standard is “unrealisue.’
probably will be impossible for most, if rut
all, of the indusiry to mect and appears to
have been developed on some basis inconsis-
tent with recorded facts.” The job-safely
agency “may believe that it has adopted a
compromise position,” but the result is un-
acceptable to the industry, he added.

Industry sonrces also indicated disple.-
sure at the inclusion of plants making tabr. |
cated products {rom polyvinyl chioride. Tre -
industry had proposed excluding  the.
planis, contending they didn't present any
hazard. .

But the department said it decided to in-
clude them because polyvinyl choride r
and pellets can give off vinyl chlorile gas in
small amounts during processing. It said
however, if the plants weren't expos
workers to more than halt a part per m
of vinyl <hloride gas, they needn't under-
take any control measures.

In Midland, Mich., Duw Chemicai Co
said the standards were “unnecessarily
and unsupported by the data ¢n
Dow workers that was presented at public
hearings.
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In Akran, Ohio,
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expressad some imnte.D:
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which represents many v
ers, said it would ap pear ihi
number of lcopholes in it
reserved final judgment until he has
full text of the regulaticns, but ke was qui
e take isvue with the decision fo et warter~,
duciine Uie use ol a Tespicalos unli iv/[s
*'We can’l make a guy put On a respiratoy
and while he's not wearing ane, he may te
endangering himse!f.,” Yhat is more, h-
added, “The respirator gituation s going w
he even wurse 1n nonunion plts.”

Union safety experts haw neen heavii,
involved in-the rule-muaking prucess,
one of *hoir major contentions has been tho:
protection frem the gas sheuid be denve!
primartly {rom controlling rxpos:
engineering and work-rule <
woirh w
balk at wearing because i
anrd unrciiable.

The department defended i
the use of resrirators, say
couldn’t be sl for dealing wit
solely through engineerisg and work ru
because “we are presenily unable to det
mine when it will be feasinle” It added
“We wnuld agree that
many drowbucks™' but said,
of complete eugineering comrul.
needed.

The official explanat
dons ulso said that
Uoset for compienng o
work-rule ch . acenun

able for government .
purued by ecin company at a pace agren:
on by safety inspectors, until respirators ams
needed only occasionally. It admitted, how
ever, that at different plants this couid tak=
as long as ‘‘several years.”

Tre wuons are expected to study the rul-
ing :r depth, and they, too, could fire a law
swit if they con s
inadequate.
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