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mucn for your letter of June 22 and its enclosures. I can

ne matters in E1 Paso have turned out very well,

see frou

ce to wmy illness. and the question of your responsibility for contributing

to my activities, let me absolve you from all such responsibility. I had
uch work in consultation as had come my way for some time, and I Gid not

ow regard it as any particular stress. The work I had been doing, on my
aring for the publication of the work of a number of years, might be so
rhayps, although I Go not think so., I was nol overburdened and beaten

. hRather, sometning of & strange type overtook me, I did not have the

e of "stroke,"’ based on general vascular disease. There was no hypertension,

no uiffuse vascular disease, and on regaining consciousness, I had very little -
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analysis., B
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of young members (and old members too) of the governmental agenciles,

Luniling has
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residual effects in terms of destructive grocesses. My eyes have given

¥y, and still o, und certain other, mostly seumsory, disturbances are u
ouble, but this was no simple cerebral accident, I am at some loss to
actually happened to me, I doubt that I shall ever find out., However,
ure my sroblem was not overwork or readily visualized stress, So you

1 any responsibility for my difficulties,.

comment, at this time, on the problems at El Paso or on the report wiich
I'sa not up to writing long letters, or to engaging in critical scientific

}erhaps, I could do so, but I am Getermined not to get involved in

rk for some time. A number of problems could be investigated and discussed,

ature, but these would lead tc more and more involvement, and I should

ing as before. On this account I welcome the interlude presented by the

1 Conyress in Buenos Alres., It will not involve me in anything unew or

can do as much and as little talking there as I feel up to, and certainly

pone my getting back into the harness of working full time, until I have

e in the early autumn. I must then submit to a very complete 'going

doctor friends, and be prepared to follow their advice for my immediate

erefore, to keepg up on what is going on in fields in which I am concerneaq,
‘ting myself unduly. I am convinced that we will find ourselves deeply
environmental problems which are beinyg handled by an irresponsible bunch
Somewhere the

to stop, if we are to emerpe as a nation competent enough to handle our
d neglectea environmental problems., With kind regards,
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very much for your letter of June 9. I am sadly remiss
ing to you before now, but I was keeping informed on you
markable recovery through frequent meetings with mutual

imany weeks after your accident before I knew anything
g to you. By then you had returned to Cincinnati. And
that I learned
‘Rouqch that your illness had actually begun during my
ne call to you about the E1l Paso situation. I've had
science ever since, wondering whether your efforts in
Mlth El Paso had anything to do with the 1llness.

nded to write to you then, but immediately after the AIHA
wife and I traveled to Tokyo, where I gave an air pollution
to Nagasakl for first-hand information on environmental

as a last bit of business,
nd southwestern Tailwan fo visit an area where arsenicism .
l1ly-contaminated well water has apparently caused, and 1is
ng, vascular disorders (arteriosclerosis obliterans and
itis obllterans) leading to amputations. I hadn't guite

e one publication I'd seen on this and I was not prepared

for the sight of about 30 men and women in a charity hospital who

had recentl
and keratos

of all this
|

Dr. We

deserted al
spend a 16-
up all the
knew I was

v lost assorted limbs. Some of them had hyperpigmentation
is, so there seems little doubt that arsenic is at the bottom
though there may be other factors.

n-Ping Tseng, chief investigator of the arsenic problem,

1 his normal medical and teaching duties in Taipei to

hour day as my guide and instructor and even tried to pick
checks, Such kindness I've rarely experienced. And he

an engilneer, not a fellow physician..
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From ﬁaiwan my wife and I went on to Singapore where we were
joined by pur daugher, Karin, who came down from Bangkok. Then all
of us went| to Djakarta, JogJjakarta and Balil where the senior Nelsons
said farewell to daughter after having falled to persuade her to
come home and resume gomething approaching the normal life of a
25-year old She 1n81sted on continuing her solo travels to study
the art and culture of people in every country she can manage to
visit on what money she has been able to earn 1nterm1ttently in
Japan these past 10 months. She's had relatively little help from
her parentg.

We taught Karin to be independent but how;I think we overdid it.

Back to the El Paso nightmare. It's over. Attached are releases
sent out early in the ftrial and after settlement. They tell much of
the story.} The ten weeks of trial record would fill a wheelbarrow.

The kids are all right. Neither the city's nor our pediatricians
could find} symptoms caused by the lead absorptfion. Dr. Bertrand Carnow
of the Uniyversity of Illinois said flatly that any blood lead over
27 pg/100 g. in a child meant lead poisoning, but he was alone in his
opinfon and the Jjudge didn't believe i1t. The news media, however,
insisted OE referring to "lead-poisoned children.”

I'm.glad to hear you're going to Buenos Alres. I had hoped to
but doubt now that such a trip will be possible. I am tentatively
planning to attend a symposium on lead to be held in Amsterdam the
first week| of October. A summary of the paper enclosed will be pre-
gsented there. If you have time fo read i1t, I'd welcome your comments.
The Company and I are not proud of the high blood leads and several
anemia cases found, caused mostly, I believe, by the deterioration of
usual controls durlng the phasing-out of operations, but they occurred
and I believe all the facts should be reported.

Once more, 1t was a great pleasure to hear from you. I was
ftouched by your feeling, totally unnecessary, that you degerted us
in E1 Paso.and that you had amends to make. That kind of sense of
responsibility 1s most rare, especlally these days, and I fully
appreciateﬁit.

Sincerely,

KWN/bbe
Encl.




