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[Charged With Not Curbing
Use of Toxic Substances
Aflecting Fpods ;

By CLYDF. H, FARNSWORTH
i Eperip! fo Toe New Tork Tne |
PARIS, Jan, 16—The Unlted
‘1States has been charged with
not hiving up 1o Jis obligatlona
under what Is in effecl an
international treaty to restrict
ust of a group 4f texlc oliﬁnl-
cals and preveni them from
enlering the environment and
contaminating the human food
chain, . Lo
This was reporied yesterday
by officlals of the Organlzation
for Economlc Cooperation mnd
Development who noted that
the United States and other
nations in the organizaljon had
sighed & commiimenl nearly
three years ago to control the
jchemicals, known as PCB's, for
polychlorinated biphenyls.
By poisonin% fish, the gub-
stance enters the human food
chain 1t has caused liver.can.

in some laboratory animals.

offenders, according 1o dsta
coliected by the environment
secrcteriat of the Western coor-
dinating Institugion, are West
Germaxy, Italy and  Bpain,
Among the couniries that have
best met the obligations of the
underuklng are Japan and the
natlons of Scandinavia, | '
Had the Unlted Stiates passed
the legislation eavigaged under
the organizatlon commiiment,
the Ganera! Electric Com
would be dbarred fram distharg.
Ing PCB contamipanis from
two capacitor plants into the
Hudson River.
jin New York, a kes.
man for General Electric sald
that the company, pnder o
Ecnhil grapted a year. ago
¥ the Federal Envicgnmental,
Prolection Agency, was 8-
charging about three pounds
of PCB chemicals a day fromp
the two planis, at Hydson
Falls and Fort Edwarg, into
she upper Hudson nprth of
A'f?{y' . the. opok

¢ nn't, ypokes:
man ni'(f allows (he com.
pany to dirchargé up to 30

pounds of the chemicals &

Other nations who are major|
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The 24 organization member

Asia signed a councll decision
on Feb ' 13, 1973 to control
the use of the chlorine.laded
APCH's and are_now exchanglng
Hinforination about what  pro-
[gress they have made.

An organization lawver ex.
plained that a copncil decision,
under the organization’s rules
jof orpanization, “has the bing-
Ing effects of a treaty.”,

Organization  offictais  here
were surprised by fhe terminol-
opy of Russell E. Train, head
of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, iIn referring to
the counct] decision In pre re-

The countil stso adopts e
commendations, bul these ware
not binding on the members
*1 don't understend.” .said
one organization apsciallet who
nsked not {o be cited by namé,
*Yhow the United States could
solemnly make en agroement
nhf at the fame timé not be
he pesition to carry {Lout ™
A tloxic Kubslances conirol
act has been bottled up In
the Congress for five
having run into intense Indus-
try oppgsition, But officlals of
the Orgartzation for Economlc
Cooperalion and Development
canfot fathom why the Admi-
nisiration doea not propose leg.
fslation to deal specihca
with PCB c¢ontrol, especlally
tince there i3 onlys one mnm
American manufacturer of
substance, the Monsanio Che-
micg! Company of St Louis.
Without controls jobbers cqn
distribute the subsiance frecly
and imports ¢an come in from
manufacturers abroad.
are relatively easy to make,
and because of thelr inertness,
fire resistante and Abibly to
hold an electrical charge, they
$re, widely used In the manufac.
{ure of capacitors and genera.
ot in the elecirical Ingdustiry.
y are also used in lubn-
cants, paper coatings. hydraulic
flulds, plasticizers, inks, paints
and adhesjves,
High Wfhiclals from the orga-

cpuntries from Western Europe,
orth America and developed;

1976
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nization's member countries
are to meet in Paris March
I8 to discuss apphication ‘of
the council decls Christian
Herler Jr., Deputy Assistsnt
1|Secretary of State for Environ-
Jymental and Population Affaits,
{: to ead the American delege-
JJtion, .

The councll' decided (hat
PCB's shall be used oply for
specifically defined industrial
and icd)  purposes
where ‘the subatance i main.
tained in a closed system.

“The accord also sald that
member countries “shall- con-
trol the manufacture, import
and export of bulk PCB's, insti-
tule adequate arrangements for
the recovery, regencration, ade.
ﬂune ingcineration or other safe

isposal of surplus and wasle
materls; instilutue a speclal
uniform labeling ‘tysiem for
both buTc PCBa and PCB-con-
taining mynufactured products,
and established safety specifi-
catione  for coniainers , and
transport, :

The United States Is by far
the latpest producer of PCH's
According to orgarization data
for 197 l—more recent slatistics
are unavallable—the United
Slates produced 13,000 tons;

ecos(i"(im-many. 8.000; France,
7,600, Britaln 5,000, Japan,

A00; Haly, 1,500 and Bpdin

The Soviel Unlon is also be
ved 10 he an importand pro-
car, but figures o Lis output
re not availsble. In Easierd
Eufope, Easl Germany is prob-
ably the biggest manufacturer,

organization offhiclals belleve,
At coming March mesting
In Purls, the United Stateg is
#xpected to run into criticliem
from the countries that have
i their PCB conirol obtiga

Sinoe"uthe coundil Icl!achsh:m,
Ja s wopped all manu-
acph.:e of the product and
nned  imports, “except for a
Iﬂcullzsgefmods 1al case,
Jung 1968 about 1,000 Japa-
hiese were poisdned as the resul!
leaksge of & heat-ransfer
ﬁ'uld containing PCB in a rice
) pasteurization plant
Wost Germany, Jike the Unit.
States, hat no PCB legish-
and s believed to be in-
Ing production,
France passed a law in July
1ast year controlling the produc-
tion, manufacture and use of

5.

Britain enforoks control pro-
gedures throogh what s
known as a geniiemen’s agret-
ment among users and Lhe
single manufacturer, a Mon-
santo aubsidmry.
Al the Bcandinavian coun-
the Netherlands,
Austrla and Switzerland are
believed to have effective con.
trols.
* Jtaly and Spain: have mol
carried out the council de-
cislon lialy la sald to provide
figures o s production, but
Spain 0 far has refused W 4o
ﬂ}b.
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