S T e X O B s

LETTER OF INTENT FROM THE BRITISH MINISTRY OF LABOUR, CONCERNING
THE TYPE OF REGULATIONS THAT THEY ANTICIPATE PUTTING INKTO EFFECT
IN THE ASBESTOS PROCESSING INDUSTRY. '

MINISTRY OF LAROUR
SAFETY, HEALTH AND WELFARE DEPARTME}
Baynards House, 1-13 Chepstow Place

Westhbourne Grove, Lonvon W.2

(,;:' r:m Telcphone: BAYSwater 3456. ext.
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, _ " Ootober 1966,
" pear Dr.Holumes,
Revieion of tha Asbestos Industry Regulntions

As you may alroady know. wve are at prount reviowing the Aabestos industry
Regulations, 1931 with a view firet to extending their soops to cover occupatiocas &n
which there is o hazard from asbestos, but which are no* covered bty the existing
Rogulntions, and uco'ndly, to making thah' oubsumuve provisions more effective,

We have now reached the singe where we are ablo to put forward cortain propossls
and I an writing to seek your obsarvations on them, ‘These proposals aro not complets &'
final, As they stand they are concsrned solely with the physical precautions to b - -
taken to minimize exposures to asbestos dust. They may have to bo supplemente] by
other provisions in due course.

As you are no doubt aware, HN Senior Modical Inspector of Pactories has set wp &
panel of experts to advise him on questions relating to tho health risks of asbastos
: ' 4n indust The panel is considering in particular the gquestion of the sasociatiom
3 of noscthﬁim with cxposure to asbestos, as well as such matters as modical
suporvision., When we come to consider what provision to mnke in these mattors, there~
_ fore, our medical oollonguos will have full knowledge of the most oxpert medical
" -opinion on this subjoct,

i Meanwhile, however, some things are olear. %e think that the now Regulations
x will have to apply to mny process in wiuch asbentos in procesaed or usod or in which
4t is applicd to or removed from an article or in vhich uny article madn wholly or - -
partly of asbestos ie worked. Thoy should apply to all factorios and to all premises
and placos to whioh the provisions of the Feotories Act as respects spooial logulaua\l
apply. The Ciief Inspector should be given the usual powere of exomption from the
substantive requirea-nts, anld duties would be laid on both employcrs and workpeople

to conply with the appropriate requirenents of the .Regilations,.

We propose a general requirement that no process to which tha Regulstions apply.’
should be carried on unless exhaust draught ventilation is provided to prevent the
escape into the air of any workplace of asbostos dust, Thio roquirevment woul-d not
apply where the procens is carried un, either in o total enclosure {ron which all -
,peTecNnI arc excluded, or in some other equally safe manncr. In any o1ee in wnjch it s
impracticallc to comply with this roquircmant, protactive enquipment should be provided
sor tho uce of evory person employed in a part of Lthe factory into which asbestos dust
aiiht escape, This equipmunt should consist of suitable breathing ap;aratus and
overalle, headgear, glovos and boots or overboota vhich effuctively exclude asbestos -
¢ Gust, . Such protective equipmont will hive to te propirly maintained and thers will de.
;- & Toquiremant that it shculd B used Yy the persony for whose bonefit it was pmMoéo

" The Hegulstions will aho provide that bruathing wpparatus- which hnl prevlo\nq vn
: * 2Scocad end Alainfested before bein nwn




.We propoce to require that all machinery, plant, fixtures and internal surfaces

.0f every part of a factory in which any process to which the Regulations apply is

‘oarried on should be kept clean by means of vacuvis c¢leaning equipacnt; air emitted

:from this equimant must not % discbarged inte workrooms, corridors, stc, The

- -9oleaning of machimry. fixtures and exhaust ventilation Qqui'nent must ba earricd out
by porsons woaring personal protective equipment ani an alr-line respirstor, and no

other person will ba allozed in t.hat part of the factory where the cleaning is being

ocarried on,

The Regulations will require any building used for the first time for an
asbestos proceas aftar the coming into force of the Regulations to have interior walls

with smooth hpomous surfaces, and fixed vacuum clesninc enuipment.

ﬂn Regulr tions will provide thal asbuslos must be siored in su.table cioded
. containors and ‘that it must no- be brought into, transported within or deapatched froa
tho factory oth:rwise than in iwpervious containers. W¥hen not in use personal proe
tective equipment must bo kept in lockers in suitahle changing rooms, Pipally, we
propose that personal protective equipnent should be launiered at sui tadle intervals,
If laundering is not carried out at the factory the clothinr shauld = osené out i{n

impervious containers.

It weuld B3 helplul if you could let me have your observat.ons on these outline
proposals within the noxt six weeks, Coples of tais letter are going to the :
organisations nhovn on the ntt-uched list.,

Yours sincerely,

Ay Py HATFULL.
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