April 26, 1974 {CHEMICAL COMPANY; A, Vittone
cc: E,¥, Harringtom
J.L. YKelson
E.B. OSmee

To: Managesent Cammittee B,M, Zwicker
Briefing Group a P.J, Weasver
RB,D, Downey)

From: W, T. Duke

The attached news release concerning public exposure to viayl chloride
moved on the UP1 wire lste yesterday end in en aitered version this
afteraoon, )

One query frem a newspaper has resulted from the wire story. Eem Zinser,
wvho is science editor for the Long Beach Independent Press Telegraph,
called the Long Ssach plant ami doguired gbout the report, Yhe Long
Beach plant referred the call to me, :

I returned the call to Hr, Z4aser and told bim that we bhad just seen

the siory snd that for further funformation he should cheek with the
Environmental Protection Agemey. I gave bim backgrovnd ioforzatien

about the Long Beach plant in regard to vustter of ecployees and products
manm:factured, stresging the fact that it is an extremsly small plant

which swas staried in 1550, I then gave hixz previously released information
oa the curzent FVC situation,

¥r, Zinser bas rot used any of the PVG =teries in his newspaper up to
thie point and will point cut im a short story in the Long B2ach psper
thet there have been no exmployee fatslities at the Long Beach plent,
Me, Zinser wmentjioved to me that he felt the report was most inaccyrate
from 2 scientifie standpoint.

The Ceater for Science in the Public Interest is located at 1779 Church

. 8treet, ¥N.¥W., Weshiogten, D.C, 20035, Tel, 202-332-6000, It was
organized in 1571 as a Ralph Ksder operstion but apparently operstes
independently with support from some foundations and the public, 1It's
a non-profit orgenization and has iovastigsted lead aand other gasoline
additives, eserospls, asbestos and food additives, among others, Its
principals includs Albert Fritsch, a Jesuit priest with a Fh.D, is
erganic chexistry from HiT; ced Jamss Sullidvan, with 2 Ph.D, in
meteoroiozy and oceanography from HiT.
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UHIOANE MADE IV A I0,600CALLON REACTOR THERE IS A STACK RaiSSI0X

T MR LS TR =
WASIONGTON (UF5) == A RESEARCT GROUP TOLD THE GOVERNMENT TUDAY

THERE 5 A "FEARFUL FOSSIBILITY™ TRAT FROPLE LIVING IN AT LEAST -

TEREE INDTSTRIAL AREAS OF THE NATION ARE BRING EXFOSZD TO AIRBORNE

DOSES OF VEYL cp.icmz, A CREMICAL LINKED TC LIVER CANCER, | o i
THE CENTFR ¥OR SCIENCE ¥ TEE PUBLIC INTERFST VRGED THE

;:wm_ozﬁassz;:r.u. PREOTECTION AGENGY TO RAVE STATE AGENCIES MAKE

ATASURENERTS NEAN FACTORIES DIMEDIATELY 70 DETERRINE THE Em‘?

OF THE HAZAS . ' o
*\VE REGARD Til8 48 A FOTENTIALLY SERIOUS PURLIC MEALTR PROSLEM,”

IT 24D, “AND WORTHY OF IMMERIATE ISVESTICATION, OUR RESEARCH

NMCATES THAT CERTATY TOWNS AND CITIES MAY BE SERIOUSLY AFFECTED

BY YITL QUIOMIDE SOLLVTION.” '
JT SINGLED OUT THE HOUSION, TEXAS, AREA, SOUTTERY LOMISIANA AND

wzsrzzx".:::\-rrcn, AS THE THHEE PHDME AREAS WHERE FACTORTES PROBUCE

so My zz:m. CHLORIDZ TRAT SMUKESTACKY ANE VENTING THE CHEMICAL.

HIGH BUAHGITY AND OTEER CLDMATIC CONDITIONS IS THOSE HEGIONS, 1T ADDID,

COULD MAKE THE SITGATION WORSE.
IT ALSO SADD TRERE AV BE A SBMLAR PHOELEM I8 THE PAINSVILLE, .

OHIO, ARTA AND ABOUND 1ONG BTACH, CALIFORNLA.
THE CENTER SATD IT HAD LEARXED THAT EPA'S OWH NFASENEMENTS

SHOWED 0.1% PANTS PER MILTAON VINYL CHLORIDY. ALONG BOUTE 228 fé

v iy
A i/

IN PASADENA, TEXAS, "IN THE YZART OF TiI LARCEST VINYL CHLD
PROPUCING RRGION 1IN THE TWITED STATES.”

IT CALCCLATED THAT AT TRX END DF BACH BATCH OF POLYVINYL
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OF 8,200 GRAMS OF VINTT. (TILORIDE CAS. “A PERSOXR GNFOHTINATE ENOUGRU 0

BE DOWNWIND 100 ME TSRS FROM THE D ISTION wDILD HE EXPOSTED TO 200 PamS

PER JULLIOY, " IT AUVED, BFG23907
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