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Dear Bob:

Have been ad v is in g  the  A.E.C. on m atte rs  o f p la n t c o ntro l w ith 
re sp e c t to  b e ry ll iu m  e t  a l .

At a m eeting today w ith  Dr. Bernard S. Wolf and Mr. Merle 
E isenbud, th e  l a t t e r  o f whom has j u s t  been engaged as eng ineer, th e  ques­
t io n  came up o f the  an a ly s is  of Be samples in  a i r  as pa r t  o f a p la n t c o n tro l 
program which they  wish to  i n s t i t u te  fo r  a l l  be ry llium  p roducers. I  can 
make a v a i lab le  to  them a p o rtio n  of the  f a c i l i t i e s  here  in  Sy lvan ia  fo r a 
l im ite d  tim e; bu t in  view o f  th e i r  re la t io n s h ip s , it  would appear f a r  b e t te r  
fo r  them to  su b s id ize  or e n te r  in to  an agreement w ith  some U n iv e rs ity  la b o ra ­
to ry  to  have th e i r  ro u tin e  samples run fo r  them. E isenbud would see to  the 
s e le c t io n  o f sampling p o in ts , c o l le c t io n , e t c . ,  and the problem would e n ta i l  
only ro u tin e  a n a ly s is . I t  occurred to  me th a t K e tter in g  would be th e  lo g ic a l  
p lace and th a t  you m ight be in te re s te d  in  ■ undertaking t h i s ,  and I  have 
s tee re d  Wolf your way. There are only  th re e  p la n ts  a t  p re se n t; b u t th e  
fu tu re , in s o fa r  as o v e ra l l  su p erv is io n  fo r  many o th e r places and o f course 
o f the u sers o f Be in  p r iv a te  in d u s try , could e a s i ly  fo llo w .

One fu r th e r  m atte r came up fo r  d iscu ss io n . The Commission has a 
sm all number o f  uranium p la n ts  s c a tte re d  around the U nited S ta te s . At the 
p resen t tim e, Wolf and h is  coho rt, E isenbud, a re  or wi l l  s h o r t ly  become 
resp o n sib le  fo r  th e  in d u s t r ia l  hygiene a c t i v i t i e s .  These w i l l  e n ta i l  medi­
c a l  su p erv is io n , fo r  which they have d o c to rs ; in d u st r ia l  hygiene eng ineering , 
v iiich Eisenbud w i l l  do in  p a r t ;  and a n a ly t ic a l  s tud ie s . Wolf i s  a ra d io lo ­
g is t ,  and i s  n o t in  a p o s i t io n  to  coo rd ina te  th e  o ve ra l l  a c t i v i t y .  F u rth er­
more, the  A.E.C. o pera tes th e  p la n ts , and Wolf i s  the i r  man. I t  i s  b e liev ed  
th a t ,  in  view of the im portance o f th e  s i tu a t io n ,  th a t  the c o r re la t io n  and 
o v e ra l l  su p erv is io n  o f the p la n ts  should be by a recogn ized  in d u s t r ia l  
research  estab lishm en t w ith  p ra c t ic a l  experience and of unquestioned s tan d in g .

Hodge, as I  g a th e r , has never taken any g re a t in te re s t  in  th e  
p la n ts , nor has he had time to  do much more than many research  task s  th ru s t  
upon him. I  b e liev e  th i s  k ind o f work would be a n atu ra l  f o r  K e tte r in g  Labora­
to ry , s in ce  i t  would comprise e s s e n t ia l ly  the  same broad approach we used w ith
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th e  TKL p la n ts . I t  has been h in ted  th a t  the uranium p la n ts  a re  no t in  too 
good shape h y g ie n ic a l ly . The ra d ia t io n  asp ec t i s  w e ll handled; b u t the 
in h a la tio n *  by -p roauc ts, and heavy m etal problems have been la rg e ly  l o s t  
s ig h t o f  w ith the emphasis having been put on ra d iat io n .  .Wolf in ten d s to  
take th i s  m a tte r up w ith  you, to o ; and I  th in k  i t  may o f fe r  some very 
prom ising avenues fo r  research  as an outgrowth of the p la n t observations 
and s tu d ie s .

I  s h a l l  be dash ing o f f  f o r  a sh o rt h o lid ay  the end o f th is  week 
and v d l l  re tu rn  in  e a r ly  September. I  hope to  have more in fo rm ation  fo r 
you th en .

My sp ies t e l l  me th a t the new p re s id e n t i s  a very  en erg e tic  
g o -g e tte r . Ke i s  a lso  understood to  be very  economy-minded ----  more l a t e r .

C o rd ia lly ,

tVU:md W illa rd  Machie, Li. d.
E nel.
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