¥arch 3, 19%1

Dr. R. J. Ness
2045 Biroh Strest
Denver, Colorado

Dear Jack:

I wanted to write to you last week to thauk you ftor
taking such good care of me while I wus in Jenvar, but
Irmrodlately after my rsvurn to Gincinnatl, Dr. Kehoe snd I
went to Washington teo lay ail of the information that we hed
rocsived Sefore tine Unlted Gtutes Publlie Mealth Zarvics,
Drs. Thompson and Neal, of the Service, wers very much
interested and csacerned zdbout the situation, and are now
collecting information Tor the purpose of issulng certain
reconwendations for oodes to e used to govern plants of this
tyvé. They will forward their information to the State
Desartuant of flealth and the Industrial Hygiene Uivision ss
soon as they get it together.

The analysss of the spo$ ssmples oY urine that I took
winlle ia Denver, have bsen completed and ths results in
several oanses sre astonishingly nigh. for example, had
3 nillicrams ner litexr of urine, wihich is the highest raesult
that we have yety envountured in a oase of veiscning of this
kind., {18 expusure must huve been enormous. This reault was
obtained on the small sample that I gotv the day htefore he took
orf into wania, The large samples sthaet were collested in
Juga over a period of some days, contuained in the neighborhood
of 2 milligrams per liter of urine, whioch in itself is very
high, the ncrumal being about 0.03 milligrams per liter. In
view of the results obtisined I think we were very fortunate
that he survived.

Young«, whom you remember we examined in your
ocffice, also Lad close to 2.0 milligrems per liter of urine

In the small sample that we obtained. This result is so

hish a8 to sake it alxogt certuln that he is still having
significant exposure and that nis history, in whioh he ztates.
that te has not worked with lead for some weeks, is in error.
It i8 quite possible, in fact even likely, thet he may have
acute symptoms soon, if he bas not alrecdy had them, €nd Y
would suggest that you call either him or his physician and
advise him of the fact that he is far from being out of the
wocods at present.
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Tha raault? on the other maen arse all tabulated below:

ame ¥ga Pb/Liter of Urine
| 0.25
- 0.18
0.15
0.12
0.04

The result on 18 of the order of magnitude thst
we frequently encounter in cases of acute intoxication or
recent severe oxposure, and sincs he has been steadily employed
at the plant, the latter is the probadble explanation. JSyumptoms
ere lliely to result in hls case. The findings on
d&n_ ars oonsistenf with those found for a few
wocks after acuts intoxloation. is within normal linits
end is consistent with the clinical findings in his case. You
may remexber thst the only synptoma that he had were one or
two sleepless anights ond sonme nervousnsss.

The spinal fluid obtained from Loehr had 0.04 milligrams
of lead pey 100 co. T™his is somewhat higher than we usually
£ind, but does not represent any where near the same order of
increase as 13 found in the urine or blood. OQOther caszes have
had similer behavior, the urinery exsretions being by far the
most sensitive and aecurate index of the magnitude of sxposure
and ebsorption.

At the tize I left Denver, I neglected to leave in your
hends malling tubes and bettles for collsctlion of othsr samples
of blood and urine. It may be & matter of some interest to
you to fellow rinsry excretion at weekly or biweskly
intervals for month or go to see how long it takes
him to return to normal, particulariy {f v falls upon you
to decide the extent of his disability or degree of recovery.
Thaese patients do not ugually return to normal snd beocne
free of symptoms until the urinary excretions have resached
norzal levels, If you are interested, therefore, and want
this type of information, pleese let me know and I will see
that the containera sre gent to you at onee, I bellieve this
would make a very good case for you or Phil, or both of you,
to presgent to your local medical group, and should you wish
the oclinical and anaelytical data that I got on the other
patients, I shall be glad to let you have it.
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-

T 4ot back from the Fast and sterped intoc the ohain
gang agaein on Saturday morning and found myself working all
day Saturday znd Sunday sorning, so by now T en already a
l1ittle homesick for the old Judge HoKenna, and the pleasant
atmospbere of Denver. T hope thet I can trump up some
excuse for ocoming out egain.

Pleaze remember me most kindly to Ruth and the ohildren
and remusrber thet the lateh-string is alweays out and that
we want to see you when you come East. If you find time,
please drop me & note znd let me know how Loehy and the
other boys cre coming slong.

Cordially,

WEive #iilard Maohle, Mh.D.
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