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A Austra}ian Blue Asbestos - Wittenoom

31/5/56 & 1/6/56

.
.

There 1s 8 very noticeedble air of optin;iau in this
Qlstriot esnd 1t .would eppeer thet A.B.A, is now on the three~
hold of very prosperous times.
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. It was indeed a plessure to inspect the underground
workings of this mine where all departments are modernised snd
conditiors extrenely sstisfactory. The underground offjcisls
ared:g{thy of cowpliment for their good work snd prevailing
con ons,

This good work however, is offset dy the haphazard
experimental work and genersl dusty conditione tn the mill,
It 18 evident that eeverel sttempts have been made to slter the
tlow sheet, with I trust, s view to elimineting dust; but up to
dete results bave been fer from setiefactory. Experiments sre
continuing with wet proocesaing.

.n

. At the time of my inspections the mill wes crushing
ot the rate of 8,500 tons per month end this would produce from
600 to 620 tons of fibre, : .
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The populstion of the dietrict wes incressing and it

B ie intended to enlarge the output, the vltimate erushing figure

. " dbeing 30,000 tons per month, dut it will provbsbly de three or
—_ four years before this target is reeched.

B i Underground operations srevery simple. Xain adits

| ere placed in the footwsll, under the orebody. Stopes extend

" 400 feet lsterelly from the drew pointe; 8% of the ore dody
veing left as pillars, Purther walls end pillars protecting
- drew points asnd development edits incresse the ore left to 10%.

Mining consiste of merely driving snd etripping.
Broken ore is ecraped to draw pointe from where the ore is
treneported by electric loco’s pulling Granby trucks to in-
‘termediete dins. These bina feed on to a conveyor belt in
the main 8dit end the ore ie fed to the Msin Underground bin.

At present two shifts sre employed underground end
: three shifts in the mill. Most mining operations sre in Western
i . Gorge.

{sob.) 3, BOYTAWD ;
SENIOR INSPECTOR OF MINES. !
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EXHIBIT L |
10,835 Tl
— =, AUSTRALIAN BLUE ASBESTOS LIMITED

+
WESTERN AUSTRAL

21st June, 1955,

’ The District Inspector of Mines,
. Q g E L 2 w.‘.
t [
: “* 7 ™. pear 8ir,
In conformity with your request in our Mine
. Insgoction Record Book, we wish to advise that the following
work has been carried out on the dust problem in the Mill.

a). 7The suction ducts from the Kubit mills have been
redesigned and connected to independent cyclones,

( ' b). The suction pipes from the Traylor and Symons Crushers
are nov connected into No.5 Field collector, giving

greatly improved results,

c). ¥o.l Field collector has been connected to Fo.l Folls
discharge, No.2 Rolls feed and discharge, and No.2

"».:~. st Tromnel feed and discharge. .
v, d), Dust hoods have been fitted over the feed entrance
: to the main dbagging trommel.
e). The dust fans over No.3 and No.+ Trommels have been
speeded up to maximum limit,
Do £). 4 regular check on the .field collectors has been
instituted, with a regular sludge pumping programme.

g). Duct work is being inspected daily for obstructions.

" The above changes have greatly improved conditions
Mill, and our engineering staff, in conjunction witt

within the
the Mill Superintendent, are investigating all possible avenue:
Should the tariff enquiry prove favourable, we

- o N of improvement.
T el ~ should. be in a position to proceed with a wet milling circuit,
: Co in which case the dust hazard should become a thing of the past
Yours faithfully,‘
AUSTRALIAN BLUE ASBESTOS LIMITED
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