T Ty
é-wi [///30 INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

(- Tes J. P, Verhalen
 ‘roe= John O'Rourke ‘ Dats: January 6, 1967

Scbject Suggested Draft of SKFMA Reply Letter on Asbestos Health Hazards

I think it would be in the interest of the Sprayed Mineral Fiber
Manufacturers "Association if a standaxd form letter was prepared and
available to promptly reply to inquiries we may receive regarding the
potential health hazards of sprayed mineral fiber.

It is the writer's opinion that a prompt reply to a routine ine-
quiry is generally much more satisfactory and positive than an extended
delay, Proapt response.to an inquiry or question should do much to

allay the fears or concern of the inquirer and therefore resolve a
problem before some unwarranted action has taken place. .

I am attaching hereto a suggested draft of a routine reply that .
we may consider to answer any future inquiries. If you agree, would A
you kindly forwaxd to Jack Boyer for his review and approval.

. Obviously, as in the case of the Department of Industrial Rel’ations'v
in Los Angeles, action was taken and therefore/specific letters of reply

must be developed to suit the specific action finvolyed,




SFRAYED MINERAL FIBZR KANU: STURERS AL OCIATION, INC,

(Form Letter Reply to Notice of Walk-Cut on the
Claim that Sprayed Fiber is a Eealth Hazard]

Dear 4
This is in reply to your advice that workers in other
trades present onn the job in progresas at the > claim that

a possidle heslth hazard may result from exposure to sprayed
nineral fidber dust,
We are, of course, familiar with the publicity appearing

recently in certain media conterning the possible effects of long
| exposure to high concentraticns of asbestos dust. While a numder
of medical investigations of t?is question have bocﬁ conducted over
& period of years, the cc: ;lusions drawn from the sedical evidance
adduced to date vary considerably. At this juncture, it 18 fair
t0 say that medical au orities are not in azresment, even ag to
the effects of long term exposure to high crtccntratioés of such
dust, for exazple where ventilation is lacking. Definitive data
is lacking on the effects of occassionsl exposurs to present-day
sprayed asbestos fiber dust. Thus the more exhaustive studies
and those of longest duration do not relate specifically to the
type of sprayed mineral fiber products now being produced by
menbers of ths Associaticn, and accordingly not to the type of
product being used on this Jjob.



Moreover, tha studies minnbtva been citod Iin the
adverse publicity are b 34 essentially on medieal records of
workers who pexrformed their ,obs under conditions sudstantially
different from the average conditions now mmintained at Jod sita‘s.
Asscciation products are specially treated during processing with
dunt control agenis. Dust cancentration 1is further minimized dy
the introduction of stomised water sprays as the fidber lsaves the
hoss. The likelihood of any serious concantration I dust parti-
cles would de cnly in the immediate vicinity of the spray gun.

Tor that resson, we czution applicators to wesr suitadle dust nasks,
since they may de working under these conditions over extended
pericds of time. ’

Cur Associaticn nemders seriously doubt that any sig-
nificent haserd exists for cther workmen on the Sse job site nos
actuslly spraying fider. Thers iz no medical evidence. to cur
knowleadge indicating that anyone spraying, using Association products
oT exposed to dust in areas zdjacent to the aspraying have ever deen
arfflicted with respirstory or othsr ailments caused by Association
fivers or ;:rocéuu. .

The sprayed fiber industry, togsther with other industries
dealing in asbestos products, are cooperating with and mpporting ’
rssponaiblo research projects now under way in thn laboratoriss of
the environmental heealth diviasicn of the Pudlic Health Service and



such reputable research organizatians :5 the Industrial Hyglene
Toundation of America in Pittadurgh, Pennsylvania, Since these
research efforts have not been concluded, any statement indicating
concluzive knowledge of the heelth aspects of today's sprayed
fider products, applied under today's conditions, would be pre-
nature and sericusly misgleading.

The Association is taking svery effort to assurs that
wcrkmeniapplyipg the products cf the Association are adsquately
protected with respiratory masks. If a particular workmsn operat-
ing in areas sdjacent to the spraying of minerel flbers is unduly
sensitive to dust, he should e&lso wear a protective .mask, Such
allergic tendencies would be exhibited in the presence of most any
dust, for en@l‘,‘ resulting frem rider spreying, concrste hamssr-
ing, plaster mixing, floor sweeping, and the like. There ia to
our knowledge, however, no medical research that has established
the occcasional exposure to some fiber spray dust as either mors or
less serious health hazard than other types of dust commonly
agsocinated with construction site operations.

%a believe thig answer: the questions raised. The
Association would be plesased to furnish such other informatiocn
as may be requested.

” Sincerely yours,

SPRAYED MINERAL FIBER
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION, IRC,
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