JALABILE
Barrelt Asks
Nixon to Sign

4

Lead Paint Bill

Bulletin Washington Bureay
Wathington «= Rep, William:
A. Barvett {D-'a) urged Pres.
{dent Nixem vesterday ta sign
Intn law a bi providing $20

million aver the aext two

»rars for (he detection, olimi-
ftation and medirg) freatmont

of lead vﬁm‘

I !ﬁﬂ'm ey th Bar-
et shepherded™ thraugh the
Houen, i dof sipned by wid-
night fonipft, it will be the
victim of alpeesidential pocket

“Thers fz2}ransiderable .
Jn- hilt withi:n !r::'
Nixon Adnfinistration hecausn
it would dqreate sl annther
v of Joderal aid 1
Inent povefnments in the face
of administration effarts (o
canmlidatt ax many of these
grant pengrame ae possihle,
New Health Program
In addgion, the adminlsira-
thanp jx arking an a hroad.
haced heglith program far suh.
micgion §1 the newe Compancs,
and ban dopomead severat small.
rr h'alﬂ?pmpmals in pntratial

conllict yith ite plans,

The hift wauld -make avail-
ahle 10 million for the (e
mnimlrr!nt the enrrent fiseal
year and S0 milhion for pext
vear in flant= (o lncal eovesn.
ment= In detect sud sliminate
the exnepz ol Iead painl poi.
erning ahd {0 provide treat.
ment 1 the pionn virHime,
st lhatian of Funds .

Part af the mones wiyld en
0 the Depactment of flonsing
ward Ushaa Develapment and
the  Dappriment  of  (eaith,
¥ Ineating and Wellaee for oo
seprely tagidentily the predibag
and devabap woe treatment
'rr!mlvlm-v.,

Rarertt, in 3 d6legiam tn the
Torcident 2t the Wreslepn
While Hapsr, San Clemeate,
Calit.. <aid that trctimmns be.
Tatr the Tlnuse Suheammitton
e hagting, whirh ha hradsz,
discineed that  “hundrede of
«mall child:en and infanis die
everv year from the ingesting
of chipe ar {lakec of band pai.
srning paint and placier and
thansmds  of athrie  cufler
tnin damage, blindnrss and
cther physical handiraps,”

Ve asked the Dresident tn
“pleane fiolp tave the childeen
fionr this  mn made  silent
epidomin

n Boison threat to children

ess President Nixon signs it to-
day, a bill which would help cities move
against the!
Paint oisoni
gty ot veto,

As federal legislation goes, the meas-
ure would not be very costly — $18
million for the current fiscal year, $20
million for the next, on & 75-25 matching
hasis. . But it would be a significant
help, say local health department of-
ficials, .

The problem is confined almost fn-
tirely to deteriorating homes built
fore 1940, roughly the time when ofher
bases took the place of Jead in intetior
paint. In these “lead belt” poverty-arca
homes, the paint pecls off and children,
usually between the ages of 1 and 6,.cat
it, It tastes good—"like a cordial can{ly,”
one doctor reported. )

It is anything but candy, though. It
Kills, Jesser doses cause blindness, men-
1al retardation, deafness, kidney dis¢asc.
From 250,000 to 400,000 children are suf-
fering from lead poisoning effects at
any given time throughout the country,

In Philadelphia last year 244 cases of
tead poisoning Were reporied, none

fatal. The city also investigated 1200

The firm daid it was recall
ing rotaile stacks, bt douhled
nurck rensaing in stores sinee
the paitern has heen distri-
huted since J060,
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Washinglon — (UP) —The 3o 2§ FOg O
Fond and Drug Administration * S E - Z & g >E
(FDA) announced a recall of - 3 g5 5 i O
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made palfery vestorday alter S & ° nm o 23 o
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homes of children whose blaod was dis-
covered by hospitals or doctors to have

ent epidemic” of “Jead  higher than normal Icad fevels
in small children=®M™ The funds in the bilt woul

o part-
1y ta help citirs give tload testk to chil-
dren in the “lead helts™ and feip (reat
those with abnormally high lghd Jevels
in their blood. .

Other funds wauld be used Jo inspect
homes for lead paint and enfhrce tocal '
regulations; in Philadclphia fome own-
ers can be fo.ced to get suchipaint haz-
ards removed. The best way of getling
rid of it is hurning it off. Because of
five hazards, it is not recomnfended that
owner occupants try it withopt training.

The Administration has offjected that
the bill objectives can be aghleved un-
dor the existing Public Health Secvice
Act. Some fead poisoning pinjects have
becn carried out under that thw, But tan
often such projects get lost}in priority
listings for limited funds.

An estimated 200,000 dwélling units
in Philadelphia‘’s “lead belt” are, sald to
pose a potential lead poison threat, and
we are only one city. Clearly, the hill
will not solve the whole problem, But
it ‘would Hetp the <ities -get-on with the
sotution,
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