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Gov. Scott: Disaster Relief Employment Available to Floridians
Affected by Hurricane Irma

MARATHON, Fla. — Today, Governor Rick Scott announced the state has been awarded federal
Dislocated Worker Grants to provide temporary employment to Floridians affected by Hurricane Irma.
The Dislocated Worker Grants, administered by the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity,
provide disaster relief employment in the form of temporary jobs that support storm response and
recovery efforts.

Governor Scott said, “As we all recover from Hurricane Irma, we are doing everything we can to help
Floridians get back on their feet. This federal funding will provide important employment opportunities
to Floridians who may have lost their jobs due to the impacts of this massive storm and will also
support ongoing recovery efforts. Now, Floridians can get back to work helping those in their
communities. We will continue to work together to make sure everyone has the support they need to
rebuild.”

Disaster relief employment pertains to projects that provide food, clothing, shelter and other
humanitarian assistance for disaster victims and projects that involve demolition, cleaning, repair,
renovation and reconstruction of damaged structures and facilities. Individuals who qualify for disaster
relief employment are people who are temporarily or permanently laid off as a consequence of the
disaster, dislocated workers, and individuals who are long-term unemployed.

DEQ Executive Director Cissy Proctor said, "DEO is working with local CareerSource Florida
workforce boards across the state to connect dislocated job seekers with cleanup opportunities. We
will continue to use these grants and all other resources we have available to help communities fully
recover from Hurricane Irma.”

For information regarding National Dislocated Worker Grants, visit your local CareerSource Center at
hitp://iwww.careersourceflorida.com/your-local-team.

In addition to the Dislocated Worker Grants, DEO is also providing the following programs to assist in
recovery from Hurricane Irma:
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e The Florida Small Business Emergency Bridge Loan Program provides cash flow to
businesses damaged by a disaster. The short-term, interest-free loans help bridge the gap
between the time damage is incurred and when a business secures other financial resources,
including payment of insurance claims or longer-term Small Business Administration loans. Go
to www.floridadisasterioan.org for more information.

e DEO is currently surveying businesses in affected counties to determine damage. To access
the business survey, please go to http:/flvbeoc.org/index.php?action=bda and select
“Hurricane Irma” from the drop-down menu.

e The Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA) Program provides assistance to businesses
and residents whose employment or self-employment was lost or interrupted as a result of
Hurricane Irma. To apply for DUA, go to www.floridajobs.org or call the Florida Disaster
Unemployment Assistance Line at 1-800-385-3920.
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