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Testing bagins &t plaptd along Missisel
gagaer, Ill. (UPL) _ The U.8. Invirea
Tussdsy begen mampling discharges into
large chealoal plantp and tvoe savege«tra

|

ntal Protsction Agsncy on
Kissiasippi Rivar from eight
sant planta aoross the rivar

from 8%, louis. w, .

About 30 snvironmental enginsars and'scléntista will taks hundreds
of sanples from the diashavges this veek as part of an affort to
deternine whether the industrias sra in conpllance with federal
alagn~vater laws, XPA officiszla saild,

The Bauples wiu ba taken fyom the diuaha}gu rathor tham from the
river itszelf, officials sald, ;

Repressntatives of tha agangdy held  news oconfaranoce Nonday in
collinevills, abdout 10 miles sast of 8¢, Louls, te amnsungs tha
irvestigetion, S

"Wa §re desply oongarned about the polidtante beiny dlssharged
inte tha niaaxsuipzi.* sald Anns Welnart, srvivormantal srainsgar
with the EPA’s Raglon V offioe in chicsgo, |

Sanplers will be taken from the dis ¢n».§$ 88 Monzanto Cﬁ»i ¥idwart

Rubbar and Chenioszl Co., Corro Coppar Fixxiyots, Cleyten Chenical fo.,
Trada Waste Incinaration, Blg River ring, Zehyl vetreleum 2dditives Ine.
and Prigey Plgments Inc. ALl of the plunts axe in Ssugst axcept Pflaar,
vhich is in neighboring Zast g£t, Louls.
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Tasts alre will be conducted on &isﬂh&r##i from 4ne Amarioan
Bottoms mavige-treatmant plant and the 'Savget Peysical Chemioal Plant,
Tnveastigatora will test the zanples for the presence of nitratae,
nitrites, amsonia, haavy metals, arseniw, aproury, polyshlorinatsd
biphenyls (PoRs), oil and greasa, nffidinls said.

Baveral weaks or parhaps menths will hae hnnded to enalyze the
sanplee, Wainart said, ‘ : i

Tha ag#noy he® baen planping tha iﬁgﬁetiqatien tay months, partl
because of concern about the al&ti oF thil water in tha Migsigsipsl,
Welnart said. she danisd tha investigatien had besn prompted by a recent.
study by the international envirenmentkl group Gresnpeace,

"While wa are avare of tha a:ueanEfn wtudy, this sotien hae bean

planned gor guite sows time," sha st ,

grosnpaace relsassd s report eavller this sonth saying that 19,000
exoass daathe, the hlghalt depth rate along tha rived, nocuzrad {n s%.
Louis betwsan 1968 and 1983, .

The anmitnitl vhozae disaharges ars baing tested were coptsated
shend of tics and have coopsrated with tha|investigstien, Walnapt said.
She sald she did not balleve the compinies would kry e iower the lavel
of pallutants in thelr digohargex befgrs the sewples sould hs taken,

Mex MoCowbs, superintendent of enviropmental affalrs at Honsanto's ,
¥.4. Kyummrieh plant in gauget, mald the plentfe opszrations ware in
complisnas with dischergs standsrde. The plant makee chemicals usad .in
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tholu;nutnctur. of rukbar and algo quhs shamlosle unad in awimming
peo a. .

Dave Adans, plant sanager far Ethﬁ 'Pakknlnum Mditives Ino.,
pdmitted the EPA probably would recqu the wvompany to change lte
sanufsgturing preoessss in order to alasn up lte dlecharges.

The invemtigation, boinz carrind ol sonjunation with the Ypa‘s
Wstional Enfoxcsment Inveatigation Ceptar 'in Denver, will foqua only on
dimcharges from the Sauget atres, Wel gaid, She pald it weuld not
innluda othar diadhxrgas sleny tha rlvey

The EPA sund the Anerican Bottoms g aetyeatpment plant in ¥ay,
eharging it dischergad yellutants thit % tha most toxie Havaer

nessured in Region V,7 vhich includgs Illinels, Indisna, Ohile,
Tiong an, Wisconsin und Minnezota. The sult ie panding in federal ocourt
n ALTOn., o ' I
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