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Attached is a copy of 2 cozmualcetion just reteiveq
frem The Coluztis Mills, & Group policyholder. It seems Lo ze wat
this cormunicatlon =akes pacessary t3e outlining of & deflzite zolicy
vhich should govern us with respect W this type of reguest. /%

It has been our practice in the past o aake byglendc
studles of the plants of our Group policyholders, and occasionally:
non-policyholders, and on the basis of these studies submit to them s
report outlining the conditions 88 we found them with definite recem
nandations for improvements. These Teports are slwsys confidential
and are never given any publicity por are they published without the
consent of the firs for whom they vers uads. In the past ws have
paver been concerned about the legal implications that night bs ot~
tached to thase fleld studies, tut our recent expsrience in Charlsston
and this request from The Columbis Mills seam to ne .t0 mAke necessary
s thorough understanding of vhat wve nay be letting ourselves in for.

The asbestcs study was nada seversl years ago befors tha
general condition that now obtains with respect % damage sults for oc-
cupatizzal diseases Lad beccee prevaleat. In the Columbia Mills case,
vs wers rejussted to rake & just study of their ;lant at Fest Pullzan )
and this request was sanctioned by the Group Divisica. then Mr. Fehnel , ™
arrived at the plant, be found_that. they wished studies to be vade cnly ¢
at certain points which, it since develops, vers the places wbere thers
ned bees epployed & {ndividual vho had filed & suit sgainst the Columble
¥ills, This firm now wishes to use this report in defending this sult. .1
I bave reasa to suppose that similar requasts are pending elsewters.

It bas been our purpose io ssking these industrial hyglene
studies to ascartain what are the conditions affecting our policybolcers
{n their places of employueat end to deternine cethods of {eproving these
conditions. Some of our studies, such as the asbestos study, bave teen
on & rether vide and cogprebensive baslis and there is 0o questico buv
that & great deal of good has resulted in zamy cases. There Las been
such favortble cocment throughout industrial coucerns. It seens to ne
that o study undertaken in this spirit and for the matuxl tenefit of our-
selves a8 insurers aad of the policyhelders is sovewhat differeat frez l/
the study oade specifically to furnish the employer with raterial vith )/ ;
vbich to defend & law suit. ///’
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nossible, of cource, that the jresent state of affeirs i

- one ond mey graduslly subside tut the indieziicns are

that in the near future, at lessi, there will be & very merked
jemand £ar the use of our revorts in Zzmege suits

L II- Thet we contipue tc Teie our industrisl kygzene stuiies &s ve
~eve in the pegt efter 3ene Lnwve “een “rClerLy co-rovel tut vitn
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1 do feel, hLovwever, that there i perbays & aanger thet teo
we size-trzcied icto t damage suit vork which, in
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