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“WASHINGION — A federal health
— fivestisaior aaid resterdsy thet there are
“sapicous” Indications that two persons
who lite nesr plastics plants may have
setuirscted rare liver cancer from wimyl
“ehlorids {n tbe aunosphere.
=~ Dr. Phillp J. Landrigsn, of the US.
Center for Direrse Contro)l (CDC). said
two cancerrelated desths in Cooe
Hectiout raise the “possidility of danger”
ber Jocalitics near plaztics plants and
plbees where vinyl chloride is

He a&dea. Rowerer, hat’ nddmoml
mlb' is needed before the exaet signifi-
“emos of {he cases tan be determioed.
"‘hndrim 6aid the present eridence
gollected in the invenligation of the
deaths 13 “worrisome but establishes Bo
Xt ¢asual contiegsion.”

TIIH conlirmod by dats from other states,
h-mr the repost could #dd A new di.
wmention 1o the poesiblc caneer hisard
froma viny} chlonide, be ssid.

s xusm.! w&; a’cd g:vmm?tal 'ix:(l

(o on the viay
mmde induskry since cariy thic yvesr
when it was fearned that at Jeast four
“workmen a3 Lovirville plant died from
SAZORAITOIMA. 3 Txre cancer of the livee.

The - Loswjsville sitpation, involving

v5e

2

workers st the Bells Lane plant o“hr

) 7% A Goodnch Co., touched of( {ears that
1housinds of workers in the United States

have been exposed {0 enti
;amdmuotﬁn;lmonunpm iy
e
D e T D, . .’. - - _:

-mel chloride link studied
“in death of 2 ir Connecticut

Naticowide, more than 6300 ww&m
are involved either inm production of
vinyl chloride or in conversion of ihe
cbunicsl to polyvinyl ¢hloride.

1 Jeast 13 workers were confirmed
mum.

The two mnonworker angissarcoma
deaths were disclosed in CDCs mb'
MNorbility and Mortality Repors. Both
were lom:-tbu residents of the Bridge

r1-Sirstford, Conn., area. One was a3

searold retired fireman whe ﬁved
hu exire life within 1wo miles of an
clextrical products factory thal uses
vinyl chloride 1o coat wire cablex The
oiber was ap £3-year<old woman who Jived
within a half mile of ibe vinyl products
plant for 35 years.

The two cases were uncoversd In a
survey CDC asked states to make of health
ncordu‘ Hy in areas near vinyl chloride
plan

Landrigan, & rmedical doctor, said he
hss received no Teports of amy
incidents in Nentucky.

Dr. J. Smdfod Blosk, 2 Xenteky
stsde  occupational health  confullant
$2id & “very thorough” investigation lm
boen made of angiosarcoms cases 1o the
Louisville area.

*To the best of our knowledge there
have not decn any csses discovered out.
siﬂe the immediste (B. F. Goodrich)

pulaticn.” he said.
l§:n had bren, Block sajd he foels
CDC investigators would hsve fond
there when they reviewed hospital and
wbl_s:henmwmamlb.wmdm
Louisville deaths,

(lnuﬂlmdnmmmybytbcm
vironmental Protection Axency of the &ir i~
ia the vicinity of the B, F. Goodrich -
plant, the average lesel of vinyl chloride |
wes be!o- one part per million (PPNJ i
paris of air

(But xt one time duﬂnz the Nar 1ests
2 high reading of 33 PPN was
8t a point twodtenths of a adle from the
center of the plant.

(Both the Kentucky and the federal
Occupationsl Safely and Health admin-
istrations allow workers 10 be exposed
to &3 PPN. The federal agency, bowever,
is considering allowing no measurable
amount of vinyl chloride ga fn the air) |

In the Connerticut cases, federsl dis- ;

easocontrol officers interviewed doctors cs L.

and relatices of five angiosarcoma vittims |
Teported in one area since 1967,
Landrigan said he was able to elisninate ’

all common links for the two cases cxeept .{'
simbar cuviroamenisl of comununity exposure. e
The disease is 80 Fare, acconding 10 the ' -
Wmn.thatonlv?éwwrmoewr"

pationwide ench Vear,
“Here (in one arca) we Ware five in .
seven years” landrigsn
pictous, bighly suspicious.” :
He said the desths may have been co- ¢
incidental. but noted there is & “definite .

possidility”

in their communities.

The report said “investigetion of addi- ;
tional cazes of hepatic anpioswrcoma .
will e necessary 1o clatify the u;nm~
cance of these cases.”

"h

s, "ns.snu-?"

thal the fwo cases sesulled !&-
from longderm exporure to vinyl ehloride | {
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