
November 15* 19^6

Miss Virginia Pearson,
Librarian, Merchandise Testing and 
Development Laboratory,
Sears , roebuck and Company ,
Chicago 7, Illinois

Dear Mi ss Pearson î

Department 817

With reference to the use of lead acetate as a hair  dye, (or 
the use of other metallic compounds for similar pur poses), it 
should be said that there is a very considerable atti tude of 
objection among public health authorities and repre sentatives 
of the Food and Drug Administration, these feelings  being based 
on- two general points of view, which In my opinion are quite 
valid . First it' is fair to say that the use of th ese materials 
for these purposes is unnecessary. Second the ri3k of their use 
is not confined to the possibility of their absorpti on through 
tlie scalp, although in general that is not entirel y negligible, 
since abrasion of the scalp, which occurs with cons iderable 
frequency as the result of various diseases of the scalp, may 
contribute materially to the absorption of anything  that is 
applied upon the hair and scalp. The additional ris k is that 
of ingesting lead by virtue of the contamination of  fingers, 
both at the time of applying these ma teiials and a lso subsequently 
In running the hands through the hair, etc. Perhaps  this hazard 
is not as serious as many people are inclined to be lieve. I 
personally doubt that it Is very significant. On th e other* hand, 
some not too critical thought has related this type  of exposure 
to that which is known to occur in China and Japan,  particularly 
where lead poisoning among children has occurred ra ther frequently 
as the result of the use of lead*containing cosmeti cs by mothers 
of nurslings. I think you can understand the trend of thought 
that suggests tills relationship. In any case, it i s a little 
difficult to defend the use of cosmetics of this ty pe.

As to the matter of the nose-ring for the bu l l , I t hink you need 
not have the slightest worry. There is no question about, some 
slight absorption of lead under these conditions . However , the 
quantity is of purely theoretical significance. Act ually we have 
found in a series oi\ observations on persons in wh ose tissues lead 
shot and bullets are Imbedded, that while absorptio n occurs it is 
usually of negligible proportions. No doubt you wil l be Interested 
In a reprint which gives most of the information we  have collected
on this
sents some of the eulllngs of unusual cases of lead  poisoning in
medical
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point . I also send you a copy of tire paper which r epre­

literature, as id by our fox-mer librarian. Miss Nell

Very truly yours,

iiobert A . Kehoe, M . D
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