March 23, 1936

Dr, ¥, A, Ruth’

Chief in Pomologleal Physiology
UnZiversity of Illincls

College of Agriculture

Urbana, Illinols

Dear Dr., Ruth:

My Buropean trip kept me out of
the country longer than I expocted and I only returned
& few days ego. I have now had time to go over all cof
the correspondence which accunmuleated in my sboance and
I have noted your various letters, particularly the one
of February lgth to lMr. L. Se Hitchner,

In view of the situeation which has
been reached in the discussion of thils metter, I have not
considered it advisable at this time to write to Mr, Hitchner
aince o letter to him on the subject would almost certainly
be interpreted as & plea for contributions, I do not wish to
assume a stand-offish poslition with regoard to the financial
errangements for carrylng on the work which we contemplated
in our outline of the proposed program for experimentotio,
and I should be very glad to reply to any questions concerning
thils matter which Hr, Hitchner mlight wish to raise., I should
also be quite willing to dlscuss the guestlon with him on
any of my visits to Hew York, but I should want this to
be definitely at his invitation.

The situation of the laboratory is such
at the moment that to embark on an experimental program of the
magnitude considered in our original discussion would requlre
& groat deal of re~arrangement of our present work, I am still
vory mich interested in doing the Jjob in the manner outlined
but I could not at the moment, or even for some months, divert
the work of the laboratory in such a way as to tacklie this
question on the scale proposed. On the other hand we should
be setting up a program fod the balence of our yeerls work.
at a reasonably early date. From our polint of view it wonld
be wise to bring this matter to z hesd as soon as possible
andéd to determine not so much what funds &re needed to work
as we intended, but what funds are avdilable to extend our
experimentation into this fleld at an early date. By late
summar or early fall we shall have to know definitely whether
or not we are to undertake the Job which we have had in mind
and on what scale we are to work, To a very conslderable
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extent we can adapt ourselves to the funds

avallinklio [
the understanding that the work will nave to oxbend cver ¢
conslderable perlod of time. From the genoral 4ven: or w.

correspondence I am inclined o belleve that it wouin
wise to oblain lump-sum contribublons to a fund o be
to this type of experimentation. If such Pfunds wercvnlﬂren
in our hands, we would plan our experimentation on thg ;fg?.
of the amount avallable, and on the basls of our faciliiieg.
The work to be done not within a definite periocd of time b;%
to.the extoent that the funds and our own organlzation peormit,
I feel quite confident that if you can obbain certein contrie
buticns for this purpose, I can obtaln certain additional funas

. 2 e
However, 1t would be necessary that such funds be sun;licd without
any strings or without any conditlons other than that 1%t be
devoted to the general type of experimentation which T bive
previcusly dlscussed with you and your assoclates, If would
be my suggestion that the request be made for singic lumpesunm
contributions, with the understanding thet the counbtribator
would be entirely fres bto exercilse his own judgment as to
~whether or nct he wlshed later to make additional contribubtlons
to carry the work further. This would pub upoun us the burden
of carrying on in such a manner as bto Justlfy further suppord,
but would obligate MO one to maintaln such further suppors,
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I feel quite sure that you underztand
that the actuel planning of the work will have to be dona i
thig leboratery. Obvicusly we shouwld be prepsared tu Iliston
geriticism and advice frox any and all sources, but the decision
as to how our work is to be planned and cerried out will have
n ch
nd
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to reside in my hands, T should be pleased to heve the active
interest of all of the group and persons that you hove montied,
but I shall not be in position to spend much time in prolonged
end detalled discusslons and in mumerous and frequent progress

reporva.
Ve Ty tml},’ FOUDS ,
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