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Dear

We have recently had enquiries from some of our associated Companies 
in underdeveloped countries, concerning the hazards of cleaning tanks that have 
contained leaded gasoline. All areas have full instructions and the handbook 
issued by the Associated Ethyl Company on how this should be- carried out.
They have also been told that this is a dangerous proceeding, but that, provided 
the instructions are carried out absolutely, there should be no danger to 
personnel. ; However, they have come back stating that the Unions are demanding/' 
that men doing this kind of work should be given milk.

I appreciate that it has been said in medical text-books in the past 
that milk has a beneficial action on the excretion of lead and in the prevention 
of T.E.L. and lead poisoning. I know many of tnese employees may be under­
nourished and therefore milk would be good for them. But I would be very 
grateful if I could have a statement from you to the effect that milk does or 
does not assist in the prevention of lead poisoning.

Obviously the Unions will also bring up similar questions with regard 
to the use of lead paints, and perhaps you could include this in your reply.

I am sorry to worry you on this point, but I have been asked to 
obtain the opinion of the best modern authorities on this ooint, and therefore 
I would be grateful for your assistance.

In our own Company in this country we do not give lead workers milk 
because we have been given to understand that, provided the proper precautions 
as to protective clothing, etc. are carried out, and provided there is adequate 
ventilation in workshops, there should be no danger of lead poisoning. In fsct, 
we have had no cases of this sort for many years.
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Kindest regards.
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