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Al Johns-Manville mternal Correspondence

To Dr. Paul FKetin Date  lebruary 3, 1976
J. A. McKinncy

From M, Harruis
Copmes N, W. hendry

Subject A STATEMENT OFF POLICY RELATING 'TO
ASBESTOS FIBER SALES

Attached is a draft letter Lo une ¢f ocur custoumers, as well
as a "Statement of Policy on Ashestos U'iber Sales"” from
N. W, Hendry.

I would appreciate your comments as soon as possible, as we
intend to send this letter and statement to each of our
asbestos fiber customers throughout the world, as well as
to our asbhestos [iber usoers who nre not customers.

MIl:cn
Attach:



M. G. Hy Loverrove
Director of Parchasing
The Bondix Corp.
Friction Materials Div.
P. O. Box 238

Troy, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Lovegrove:
In view of recent developments relaling to the submission

of sales contracts by coertain azbestos producer

1]

in Canada,

with a clause relating to lurchaser's liabi1lity, the propasal
by OSHA to reduce asbesios [ilLor cupesure fn plants ko 0.~
fibers/c.c. and the growinag number of legal zuits from and
by workers exposed to asbestos, we Lalieve it is essentilal
for us to issue a poliecy statewont. an behal T of Johns-llanville

reflecting our viecwpoint on asbestos [iber sales now and in

the future.

e have attached the J.If, policy Tor your in“ormation and

guildance.



JOHMS-MANVTILLL POLTCY STNTEMENT o LTS o

s

ASBESTOS UTHER WORLDVINE

Johns-Manville 1s Canada's largest. producer of chrysotile isbestos
with a projected production level in 1076 of 720,000 Lons at the
Jeffrey mine and 80,000 tons Al Lhe Advocate mine.  Alsoe, J.. is

the largest single consumer of asbaolos i the U.C. and Canada in

the manufacture of asbestos contalrning products.

It 1s apparent, then, that ashestos ibor 1, of areat mportance to

Johns-Manville, first to supply this essentinl mineral o industry

and second to manufacture products wich i ntarnally,

The corporate policy of Johns-itanville on environmental health is

statced as follows:

Tt is our Company's policy ‘o canip ogr plants “or the

highest degree of personal salelry ——-- providing 1t is technically
possible and economically feasiivie L do o, When technology

is not available ---- or ihaon Lo not Teasible cconomirnlly

from a competitive standpoint to make these 1nsFallations -—---

we will eleck to disconkinue A particular operat ion rather

than knowingly cendangey the health Ay 1ifoe expeoctaney of a

single emplovec.”

Wo o are convinced that asboestos (ihor s be producced and usod safealy

and we are installing coulpnent and cxpoading Tunds a1k our osbestos
mines and asbestos using plant s o meel Lhis objenstaive,  Iirther,

weare convinced that Jiabilitv euits will diminioh and cventually

disappear as emplovec exXposure o ashastos [iber is reduced o safe



lovels; we consider it morallv sronag Lo Al Lempt 1o yass on o our

customers the liability responsibility for our asbestos fiber.

In additicn, we are cxpanding our asbostos production in 1976
at Jeffrey mine and allocaling addiltional funds for the purposce
of finding and bringing to production new asbestos mines to

alleviate the prescnt and future shortages.

Based on this precamble, we can state thoe Johns-Manville sales

policy, as follows:

1) UWe will continue to produce and markct asbestos fiber on

a worldwide basis as we have in the past and we will not

ask our customers to accept the health liability vesulting f{rom the

usc ot our ashestos Tiber.

2) As in the past, we will continue to inform, oducatc and
provide all mannecr of information Lo our customers for
the safe use of asbestos, and we will insist that our
customers adhere to existing federal or state rogqulations
relating to the use of asbestos and that they inform ang

aeducate their employees on the safe use of asbertos.

3) We will rescrve the right to refuse to sell asbestos [iber
to customers who L.ake no action or not sufficient action
b0 meet the existing regulations on asbestos cuposure

and thereby endan¢ger or shorten the lives of their c¢mploycees.



4)

We will continue to scarch lor and implement improved methods

of packaging and shipping ashestos to our customers and

to develop new and improved forms, such as blocks and pellets,

to improve the condition of arrival and to climinate any
problem of cxcess exposurc to ashestos which can result
from handling the product in the form in which we ship

it.



