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(aU)lTIONAL)" PRESENTED BY UNITED
OF CARPENTERS AND JOINERS OF AMER
OPEN HEARING BEFORE THE SHIPBUILD
COMMISSION ON OGCTOBER 7, 19i3.
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> The Union, without previous notlice to the employer,
presented an additional proposal at the time of the open hearing
before the Shipbuilding Commission on October 7, 1943 requesting
compensation at the rate of time and one-half the basic rate of pay
for the trade employed for work involving the installation of fiber-
glasa, The Shipbuilding Commission at that timé granted the
employer the right to file with the Commisslon any information which
it might wish to submit concerning this proposal.

0sal the Union based 1£s request on two claims:
hat fiberglass 1s a skin irritant, :

t:*That fiberglass affects the mucus tissues of .
the mouth’ and throat and the lungs. R -

O

Company's Positien —

(A) No authorities are gited:
its statement.that fiberglass is a .skin
statement ia made that "leadins modic

‘)k’ “

e Uni-ats rgposal 1n;¥.'
mt’ i h p s ehe"’»v



(2)

The following arce merely examples of 1nﬂ. :
statements concerning this subject by eminent and widely acoepted
medical authqritiea refuting the Unlon contentlon.

"The irritation of the skin from contact with glass
fidbers is of a purcly transitory and superficial nature.
Only the immediate skin areas in contact with or rubbed
with glass wool are slightly 1rritated, accompanied by
a slight thickening of the skin, lasting as most for a
few days. Minute pleccs sticking to the skin and
appearing to be supsrficially emvredded are readily
-romoved by ordinary washing with water.T  (Source -
Mcmorandum dated December 30, 1942 to the¢ Commandants of
all Naval Dlsastricts, the Commandants of all Navy Yards,
U, S, Navy, the commanding officers of all tenders and
repair shipa and all Industrial Managers, U. 8. Navy from
" thoe Burveu of #Medicine and Surgery, U. S, Navy Department,)

"All of the »cactions observed were of a transits
superficial nature. The only part of tho reag
persisted for more than a few days were slight §
and brownish plgmontation of the skin. The latdz
somctime s apparent for scveral weeks, No rea
symptoms outside tho rubbed skin areas wore ob
any time during thc cxperiment,

"The pleccs of maturial which were seen stick
skin after rubbings with Fcberglas in its wool
appecarcd to be very supcrflcially embedded. Th
observation was bornc out by the fact that ordinaw
ing with water casily romoved & large part of the apicules
remaining in the skin after rubbing,

"No dcfinlite gensitization to any of thc matcrlsals could
bc dcemonstrated. In a fow subjocts there werc a fow mild
and cvancscent rcactlons to soveral of the matcerials, but
1t appeared very gquestionablc whether thesc reactions wore
baascd on specific sensitization." (Sourec - Reuport of
irvestigation published in October 1942 fssuc of
"Industrial Mcdicine” by Doctors Sulzberger and Bacr of
investigation of the cffucts of fiberglas on the skin of
laboratory animals gnd human volunteors.)

{B)- A8 ta_the Union contention that thc usc of fiborglass
affects thowkngﬁa t{sdsucs of thc mouth, throat, and lungs, wu note
bélow cxamgh -3 4 ent medical authorities on the subjeets

0380*0f thc physical charactoristics of glass ‘wool the
hazard-producing domage to the¢ human lung is practically
nil,

"No cascs of silicosls or other disabling chnnges in tho
lung have been brought to the attention of the Division:
of Industrial Hygiene of the Natidhal. Institute of. 3ealth
in association with the handling of glasa wool OﬁuSIRSQa =
fibeors, : o
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"It is concluded from obscrvations, investigations and
avallable litcrature that thore is no approciable health
hazard assocleted with the handling of fibrous glass and
alag wool in the blankct or board form." (Source -
Mcmorandum datcd December 30, 1942 to the Cormandznts of
all Naval Districts, the Coumandants of all lavy Yards,

U. S, Mavy, thc commanding officers of all tcnders and
rcpalr ships and all Industrial Managers, U, S. lovy from
the Burcau of Mcdicine and Surgery, U. &, Navy Department.

“{;cr your information, wc ricognize dlscascs of the
réspirntory tract as compenanbl: oceupational diasuescs,
such a3 38llicesis, asbcstosla, anthracosis and siderosis.
As a motter of fact, there 1s a provision under the new
law, to recognlze any disease of this type which 1s caused
by the inhalction of any injurious dusts.

"We endeavor to cep a complete statistical record in the,
Department of Sarety and Iiyglene of all cases of this type

I have made a thorough checl with this Department, anl to
date we have never had a claim filed for a dlscase of the ..
upper resplratory tract caused by the alleged inhgYation 5. -
of fiborglass particlas." (Source - The Industpipd: - | o
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Commission of Ohilo letter of Junc 17, 1941 to D@gﬁﬂhiteiﬁ- v
Seibort, 2415 N. King's Highway, St. Louls, Mo.Jl¥.." _is o

"The apparsnt lack of pulmonzry Qamage from expﬁgg?ﬁﬁﬁL 5
glass wool dust is domonstrated by an intialatioHy). . usenel’. .
experiment." (Source - Annual report of tho Sarasige: " 7. -
Laﬁor?tory for the Study of Tuberculosis for the year
1940. ' '

"We (the Sarsnac Laboratory) have been studying the effcct
of 1lnhaled glass wool., Apparently evon the finest textile
zlass sct up as atmosphoric dust is not inhaled in
appreclable concentrations and docs not produce any
dangarous cffcects upon the lungs," (Source - Researchos
of MNollon Institute 1940-1941)

In rcfutation of the reasons advanced by the Unilon, wo
particularly dlrect your attention to the attached lectter from the
U. S, Marltime Commlgsion to this Company and thc enclosuro thero-
with, which wg bellovc conclusivoly dispose of all of the conten-
tions made by the Union on this issuc.

il : ’
aiiof THE AMERICAN SHIP BUILDING COMPANY

By
. ~ Prosidont

01 501 1440 =
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Mr. leo Heller

Director of Labor Relations
American Ship Building Company
1410 Terminal Tower

Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Mr, Heller:

3N

Reference 1s made to the recemt g
workers engaged in the installation of‘ v
beceuse of an alleged industrial healti} "
enclose herewith five coples of the repoik
Kermeth Nelson, Industrial Health Consul
Mr., Raymond Clow, Safety Consultant, TH
gontlemsn are attached to the Labor Relatd
of the Great lakea Regioml Offics, but repe
the Navy Department and Maritime Commission X
rupoot:lvo specialized fiolds,

The Maritime Commission will not consider’
rates for Fiberglas installation as a reimburseble ST
allowable in cost. We suggeat that the recomondntiono
contained in the enclosed report be followed ss a8 pre-
ventive means for alleviating the allsged hazard,

Yours truly,

xmhms {5)
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September 13, 1943

T0= kasrs. 'o E. Smrtoﬁ’ Po Lo Mtquist, Ho wenzel
From: L, Ken Nelson - Mr, Raymond Clow

Subjects Meetings at the Cleveland and Lorain yards of the AmerisAn Shiptuilding Go.
‘ concerning possible hazards to health of work with I&beg'gho insnlation,

LI

At the request of Mr, Leo Heller, Labor Relations Director.of:fle A stican Shis
+he regional health and safety consultante met with workuen and® b présent

of the ¥wo yards to discuss the hazards of working with Piber 4
at 12:30 P.M., September 9th, Lorein, and at 4100 P.N, the same s

Workmen were concerned with possible lung damage or sili
fine particles of Fiberglas. It was pointed out that extons{y

that the nature of Fiberglas prevents it from causing silico
allment, S

The second complaint was the annoyance of itching due to.fif 13
thread on the surface of the skin., This effect is an Inhorenh NN

though it has been found thai workmen acquire an "{mmunsty¥:
after a woek or two of work, A very féw individusls dre exi
bocome used to it, and, in that event, should be transferred t¢

Medical studies of skin effecta have concluded that "all reactls
were of a transitory and superficial nature -« Mimute particlps. stEek:

and appearing to be superficially imbedded are readily removed w
with water.” \ ' o

v
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To eliminate the amnoying effects workmen wore advised to institute the foJ.i‘;w-" )
ing measures: . o

-,

1. Thorough clean-up with "Lan-0-Kleen®, a corn meal lanolin sodp which has been
found tq 0l

be effoctive and whioh has been made available by the ‘managoment,. -
2. ik Xonam tfi%ﬁothmg, proferably of a materidl with s tight. . 2V
"~ We i Wellesterched shirta are claimed to W8 of N

3. WorlCONMNRRENIERN rcnciod &t the sud.ef the shift st

ahog DR 1rox ark elgttes sbould
4. .1t posaible, showars sha

,00315&93: ; g

“at: the yard,”
5. .Fibdrglas m
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