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Lead Poisoning Seen

Hraii Bartnge. Cause,

£ 0T,

By JOE CLARK
A Universily of Penns,)kama biachemist beheves an
“encrmous number” of childien in ghetto areas ip the city

with menlat"tyd learni problems suffer brain damage
caused 'lend polsoning. .
Dr. v an ascistant professor at Penn, says

n Gawnth study !tc has just completed shows children who
live in the iner city have five times as much lead in their
teeth as youngsters in the suburbs,

The examination of the teeth, he said, was a fool in
. delenminiog the amount of lead, which, in the ghetto, most
frequenily comes fromu eating peeling paint and cracked
paity.

Cettain amemnts of fond ave also breathed in through pu!-
hiled air, he adds,

ACCORMING TO Dr, Marvin Aaronson, city medical ex-
aminey, there were no deaths linked to lead poisoning in the
cify lost year,

“However,” he added, “there were 72 incomplete eases,
voost of which show seme fem of chemical involvement.”

B, Shapiva's research i3 being done with baby tecth of
children from. ports of Philadelphia, Monlgomery, and Dela-
vme camtivs, and Burlingten, M. J. So far he has received
oed feeth, but be says, “We want as many as we can get. The
miwe tecth we have, the boiler we can keep up~with what's
gaing into our children”

Yie has received the teeth from various community groups,
dental clinics, hospitals and dentists. The study Involves teeth

ner: city c!u!«!ren,i
Ve ‘can say this
L ,em ncc-t!nat there are a lot more
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Dr, Irving Shapiro. . .+ & lot of effect.

stunts mental growth.”

“Jt doesn't have much effect on physical growtl:, but has
& Jot of effect on behavarial growth. Children with lead poison.
ing tend to be very backward,”

Dr. Shapiro said the program was mainly “interested in
finding out about children who don't show any overt symptams
of lead. poisoning; those who take small amounts of lead into
the body from a young age, and the fead wouldn't show up
in the blood.”

‘The doctor said he was certain there were slow-learning,

'hackuard children in Philadelphia, but no one knows “the

background of what causcs the problem. There's no real ex
planation. Some call it a silent cpidemic,” he said,
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