' February 14, 1940

Dr, Druz Coke
Provedencia 153
Jantiago

Chile

Dear Dcootor Cokelw

I have no doubt that by

this time you have returned to Santisgo., I am very
sorry that I did not have the opportuiity to see you
in Cincinnatl and to discusg with you a numbsr of matters
of practical importsnce in connestion with your handline
of the medlecal affalrs of the Asgociasted Eghyl Company Ltd.,
in Chile, I should also have llke to acquaint you with

the work of this laboratory and ths medical activities in
Cincinnaui Hevertheless I can well understand that you

nay not have had the time or opportunlty to visit us,

There is a matter which I

should ilke %o bring %o your aftentlion, and about which

i should 1lilke %o have some information, Some time ago

I came zoross the article of Dr, Valentin Gallinatto y
Oy, Osvaldo Laquirel: Revista Chilena de Hyglene y Medicina
Preventiva Vol. 1, No.7-3, Julio-SBeptember 1934, I wasg
very mich surprised to find that certain symptomatic and
rhysical findings were reported which were interpreted as
gvidence of lead intoxication, It seems qulte incredible
that these symptoms were belleved to be due to lead absorp-
tion since the oprorbunities of exposure of these workmen
were negligible both from the point of view of frequency and
volume of thelr mlxing operatlions, as well as their exposure
to gasoline containing tetrasethyl lead, I am constrained to
believe that the eriterlies of intoxication which were accepted,
were lnadequate Tfrom the point of view of differential diagnosis.
Yoreover 1 went over the information ébtained on the analyses
of the excreta of nommal indlvidusls as well as these exposed
workmen, and found them a0 variable and so high as to be une

seceptable as evidenoce of the fTacts which they were intended
~ to portray. I am quite sure, for example, that normal in.
dividuals in Chile do not show the lead content reporied in
these vases. That 1ls, these Pflgures are impossibly hicgh
and I am quite certain that they are the result of insufficient
care in the collection of the samples, or alse are the result
of Inaccurate analytical procedurea.

"I would aprreclate very much
your comments on thls entire matter, since if this report



is accepted as vallid, all that I and my associates have
8aid on this subject can be regarded ae incorrect, As a
matter of fact, I am entlrely certain from our enormous
body of data that it is quite 1mpossible for individuals

to abeorb significant quantitlies of lead as the result of
their contact with gasoline containing the commercial
concentrations of tetraethyl lead, If you will review

our data on this question in the articles which I furnished
you,; you will see at leaast a part of the basia for this
opinlon,

Please let me know what you
think of this entire situation and also what is likely
t0 be the effect of this article on hygisnic¢ opinlon in
Chile and in other Jouth Ameriocan states,

Cordially yours,

Falils Fovert A, Lehoe, i,0,

KE 0¢id3iu




