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K. AS CITY, — Dr. Kathleen Cnmln.,'

lireetor of lhe reglenal  Environmental

2rotection Agency oflice, snys she Is furlous '

wer 3 mixup in which two Sturgeon, Mo,

workers were not notitled that thelr blood -

showed traces of the toxic chemlcal dloxin, -
Dr,

Warren R, Mulr, deputy assistant

idminlstrator far testing and evaluation lor the

ZPA in Washington, sald Friday that ke did not™

.¢l the two workers because he did not belleve
he ..uuatlon was serfous: -

"lt wos apparent that there was ‘no
sigmitleant chance of any serious health Impacts

1o anyone In the Slurgeon commun.lty due to the

splll,” he sald.

- Muir's comments came In g letter to Dr. -
Camin, whose office also was In the dark onthe ~

findings untll they were made public Thursday,

A total of 22 cleanup workers and Sturgeon
re~'“ents were given blood and urine tests this
" after blood samples last month revealed
traces of dioxin §n the blood of two cleanup
workers. Results of the latest tests are cxp(.cted
by mld-May, Muir sald.
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Ncllher thc workers nor state or Iocnl henllh
ofliclals were notified of the first test cesults

“and EPA ofllcials In Washington altributed the '
- mixup to n communications breakdown, .. > |

The- problems begun Jan, 11, when 20000
gallons of orthochlorophenol were splllcd iruni a

deralled Norfolk & Western Railway-freight -
“train near Sturgeon In north-central Missourd )

. Several" residents- complained of Jlinesges .
‘after the splll, One cleanup worler, Waler,
Kidwelt, was treated at the’ University(of
Mlssourl Medical’ Center at Columbla, after |

lnlllng on lhc conlnmlnutnd ground, [
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A tegtr !nst ‘month showed Kidwell's
bloodstream earrled the highest level of dloxin,

31 parts per trllion,.

_Kldwell sald lie hed been told carller that the
" test resulls were not known, although they were

- reporled ta Wnshlnglon three weeks ago.

0 L Just lay there and worry about ‘what the
" hell's going on,' he sald, “It's got me.all.
.- messed up, | mlghl want to have another kid

one of these days. That's what's on my mind,”
In a slatement Issued from \Vashlngton

r'riday- nltcmoon. Mulr sald the EPA was

Recmltm will be In’ lown nexl weck
sceklng voluntcers for ihe Pt.uce Carps -
and VISTA, . \

Peace Corps volunteers serve'for lwo
years In onc of 03 devclopmg nnuuns,

Yoo
l

Peace Corpé, VISTA Seelung Volunteers

.+ the U.S, The recrulters, In St: Louls

, while VISTA workers arad smlloncd In

. April 2128, can.be reached al-the .
Downtown llodcwny Ind and lhn Clnyton :
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"contamination, there s “lttle reason to be -
.concerned aboul any serious henlth e!lccts lo
* the Sturgeon community."”

" duplicate blood . samples.”

TECTIVE ORDER, L
o~
o

runnl:fg further dloxin tests on Kldwell and two
unldentified persons.

s*Certaln dloxins are known to be nssoclntcd

with some chronic health clfects, includ

He said that because of the low levels of the
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Dr.. Emonuel Landou of the Washington-

based American Public Health Association, said

Friday: “Part of the problcm Is we're gelting
Landau said :
confusion between hlg assoclatlon and the EPA
plso caused the delay. An EPA oﬂu:ial conceded

- thal his agency had erred.

Landau sald be has been assured that the:
traces Jound ln the two men are not harmful. §

" . But the findings prompted the EPA Lo test 22
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cancer,” Mulr sald. “Therelore, any lev” ‘-
»- exposure to these chémlcals carry some he... ..r-
_risks.”
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residents of Sturgeon and other workers earller &

this week. Landau is a member of a panel ¢
: -advising the EPA on the long-term hualthr
. ellects of the spill,
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