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STATE OF NEW JFRSEY-~CANCER CONTROL ACT

On March 24, 1977 | sent the membership copies of the "Cancer Control
Act" which had been introduced in the New Jersey State Senate on

January 24, 1977. In that act, it was proposed that: "No person

shall produce, manufacture or use or release onto or into the atmosphere,
waters or lands of this State any of the following carcinogens...”"
Asbestos was included.

The following day, anews article was published advising that the principal
sponsor of this legisiation Senator John Skevin, was abandoning his effort
to ban sixteen carcinogens as proposed in the "Cancer Control Act.”

A copy of the news anncuncement as it appeared in the New Yoik Timee of
March 25, 1977, is enclcsed. The Asbestos Study Commitiee met on March 28,
1977 and this was discussed briefly. Based on withdrawal of this proposed
legislation, the Committee did not recommend any action. This is for your
information.

EWD/erc . E. W. Drislane
Enclosure: Executive Director
Distribution: Active Members
List C
Regional Members
%U.S.Dues)

G/‘B

<

0

)

FMsi 07011




T24—S!
-John M. Skevin, who lias played a Jeading |
- *role in writing leglslatmn designed to ar-
rest NewJersey’s -cancer mortility rate;
" the ‘highest in :the " nation,' dbandoned

today his effort to.bar the production] ™

and ‘use ‘of 16 known : cancer- producmg
" chemicals in the statef ki

- public support to

.. ‘The:Oradell Dem

of ‘the -special . State - »

on the Incidence of-Canoer in"New'Jerséy,

- has sponsored a series of bills attacking [

.the cause of cancer, among: them, he pro-
.. posed . Cancer. Control .Act,.which { ugg

as carcinogenic. =7~ Ly ;

Mr, Skevin sald ina statemen ﬂmt.
while pledging his continued support- for | P
sections of the cancér control package,
" he had decided to "ehmmate the pr
sion for the bah.”.. - :

© “Let me emphas1ze tlus re-evaluat:on
of my position involves great soul-search-
and is based on my deeply rooted

. ,:/ be ief that a public official is elected t

" office to represent -the
1o doth le*

cepting enwronmental
inevitable fact of life,

Tht; full force

| tially .at -a - publi
before the’ Skevin

+The opposmon
ists was the final bi
"'He also noted that
State’ “Commissioner-of Labo :hne |

*”‘Skevm measure argu ed

in death, illness and medical costs. wolt
offset ‘the’ other: econoglc lossas,;_
up_-has now apparen y. . h
rgnrgrepmoderate position that calls for cb
Lhar gh ‘ban i

of Ty’S OppOSitioy
to the proposed leg}llslatlon “emerged ini
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arch 24, 1977

STATE OF S JIPEEY~-~CALCER CNITROL ACT

Inclosed for your information is a cooy of the "Cancer Control Act vwhich
was introduced in the Jew Jersey “tate Senate on January 24, 1077,

You will note that in Tararranh 6, it is pronosed that: “/lo person shall
produce, nanufacture or use or release onto or into the atmosnhere, rraters
or lands of this State any of the folleowine carcinocens:....ashestoS...."

“Thile the meanine of this could he very broad, it would undouhtedly be
construed as banninrs the manufacture of ashestos based friction materials.
This proposed lar would effect only those in 'lew Jersey, but if it should
become lar it follows that other jurisdictions would most lilely introduce
similar lecislation. This ~“‘Cancer Control Act will be an added .agenda
iten at a meetine of the Asbestos Study Committee on “iarch 28, 1277.

—in/erc o. ., "rislane
Znclosure: Executive Tirector
Jistribution: Active ferbers
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