Division Headgquarters,
Toronto, June 27, 19489,
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BLUS AFRICAN FIBER
YOUR MEHNS OF JUNE 24

I resent the implication that I am sometimes DI3HUNI3T. 1 sent
your letter of lMarch 19 to Jim Whalen., You got a copy of his
raply. This indicates there is a shortage. Jn the oth2r hand,
B.J. Chernack's letter of ¥arch 12 says the reason has nothing
to do with embargos. I would tend to disagree with this, but -
I don't snow. I've sent you all the information I can get.

I've just discussed this subject with Morris Blackhurst, the
Fiber Tivision man here. He confirms that tha Piber Civision
at Asbestos used to purcnase blue fiber and refine it and grade
it and ship it to our other divisions Jor use, also for resale.
B.J. Chernack touched on tne main point for the situation in the
last sentence of his firs3t paragraph. liorris tells me the Dlue
fiber used to arrive in jute bags which are very dusty. Aas of
the end of this year, no jute bags will be allowed for receiving
or shipping any asbestos fiber. It also' seems that this wiwole
health problea is worse with blue anc¢ Anmosite fibers than our
Canadian fiber, so the trend away from it is primarily for tais
reason; also to increase sales of our own fiber as a result.

This whole health problem and the relationship of asbestos to it
ars getting a lot of attention. As a matter of fact, Morris was
Just dictating a letter when I talked to him about the amall
fiber samples which we have baen handing out to the schools. It
now seams that some schools have forbidden this practice and he
wants to know what our policy is going to be. This would seen
to be a little ridiculous, but it points up what is happening.

I trust this enlightens you a little.

A.J. Gunn
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