
MACHINE TOOLS

Fig 24-26. Personol protection for a wire 
brush operation—the chest plate is made 
of aluminum.

tena], leather gloves, face shields, and gog­
gles should be mandatory (Fig 24-26) 

Recommendations by manufacturers of 
wire brush wheels indicate the following 
operating procedures should be adopted
1 If possible, the workpiece should be held 

at the horizontal center of the brush 
2. Let the wire bps do the work They are 

designed for this Forcing the work into 
the brush results in (a) merely wiping 
or dragging the wires across the work 
with no increase in cutting action, (b) an 
increase in wire breakage, and (c) a 
tendency of the work to become snagged

3 Small pieces being brushed should be 
held in a simple jig or fixture which will 
prevent the operator’s hands from con­
tacting the surface of the brush

4 A straight, heavy steel rod or bar should 
be used to clean the wire wheels, never a 
small ring

5 When cleaning small (narrow) brushes, 
the operator should use a work rest or 
plate A work rest cannot be used for 
wide brushes, but some method should be 
developed so that the cleaning rod or bar 
is strongly supported
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