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Established in the 1950s
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In 1955, Manfied Bowdnch, Health and Sulety Duector
of the bead Tndustiies Aswsaciation (LIA) wrnanged to he
numed Charrman of the group witlun the American Stan-
dards Association (ASA) concerned with vccupational expo-
swre biuts for lead This was called the Subcommtice on
Lead of the Commattee on Toxic Dusts and Gases ol the
ASA. The subcommittee recommended sussig the “long-
accepted stundard™ of 015 mgfeu m o lead and lead
compounds m ar to 0.2, more for lead sultide, and i was
expected that the parent commuttee would accept the 1ecom-
mendation {LIA, 19561

The ASA was also useful to the fead mdistry i setting o
sort of Uhaby™ thieshold bt [LIAL 1956] The il
proposal of the New York Ciry Health Depantment toequite
a poon Libel on all paings contating any Tead whatsoever
was ultimately modihed thiough the establishinent. at ow
wistance [sicl. of a comnittec o the Anrencan Standinls
Association which evolved a standand permitiimg up 1o one
percent of foad In punts used on suriaces which "nught be
chewed by cluldren.”™ The LIA report went vn 1o add that
“The “parson’ wording was also modified ©

D1 John Feolger of DuPont. onc of the menbers of the
ASA subcommutiee on lead. luter eaplamed the rattonale i
the recorumendation that up to 1 percent of lead sould be
“wafe” mn paints chewed by mfant chtlcteen Tt was bised on
mformation from the paint industry that one gallon ol pant
would cover 300 sg Tt and on the assumption Bt only one
codating ol paint woukd be applied to the swlace chewed Thye
committec’s ussumptions were not fimuted o sticthy s
tiftc matters {W)e concluded thar a clrld woudd take i one
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miltemran of Jead 1l W ate about one and o hadf to two squar
wches of pamt 1w considered also that surely the patent
weuld notee that amont of chewmg ™ {Foaulger, 1958

tn 1957, Bowdich reparted o the mdustry that the
Ameriean Conterence of Governmental Indostoal Hy men-
Ists (ACGIHH) had “accepted the nrcrease proposed by the
AS A group. and the 2 mafe m figue now beeomes the
officiad govermuent Gandind 7 Lacking as it was moscigatilic
justiftcation. howevern, the change drew some abjections
IBowdich, 1957 “The advunce m the thieshold tnna for
Jead mant om0 15 1o (b2 miligrams par cubic meter. fist
moposed by an Amenican Standards Avociation subcommitiee
hended by our healb and <alety doector and subsequently
adopted by the Amenican Conference of Gos ernmental Industital
Hegiemsts, has heen called msto guestion and bas 1ecently been
the subject of renewed discussion and corespondence ™

This difficults was
incorpordtion of the mghet frgere mito a Hygiene Guide for Lead
Issued by the Amencan ndostriat Hygiene Associahon ™ Gen-
erad aceeptance of the one-third wercase inthe allowable it
“lughty advantageous @ our mermberstip. seets thus assured.”
predicted the LIA Secretan a fows monihs Tner {LIA, 1957

When ACGIH'S “Documentation of Thieshold Linnt
Values™ was fiist published s 1962, the (unpublished) ASA
stapdand Tor lead was eited as anoimpostant teleence Also
noted n the paragraph justiiying the fead thieshold Himt
vabire {TLV) was the uniclerenced assurance thar “long
with 15 mgfe mv of lead w an chid

Hsatsfactotity resoived by the

idustrral experence
not give tise to uniny fead burdens indicatng of “hinmiul
exposure” JACGIH 1962)
TIVs included the upsardly revised value atwer 1957, The
tased bt fer Jead was adopted mothe Iist of TEVS
apphicable to U S government contractors under regulations
tssucd pursuant te the Walsh-Healey Public Contiaets Act in
1960 T ater. with OSHA S imitiad adoption of the 1908 TLV.

State laws incorporatmg the



0.2 mg/iu m became the U S, government hiaut jor lewd
exposute in general indusuy in 1971,

Tiagrcally, Mantred Bowditeh had beetr a tespecied
public health official not tong betore be went o work tor the
lead mdusisy (H.L Hardy, pessondl communication, 1987)
In 1944, v Director o the Massachuseits Division of
Occupattondl Hygiene, he was critical of the Amencan
Standards Association tor aidizg manidactussers i ohstrocl-
g etforls by state authonies w0 fower the “manimum
concentiation suggested’™ tor carbon tetachlonde. from 100
ppm - ppm HBowditeh. 1944, Bowdiweh et al . 1940}

The practce ol business uiterests using fotunts that are
teldtinely msensitive o concerns dbout conibiets of mterest and
uanspaency mordes o ifluence govermmental and yeasgoyvem-
ental bodies 1y, of course. st with us [Abtams et . 1996]
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